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EX TRACT, &e. 


HE greateft part of mankind, nay of 

Chriftians, may be faid to be afleep; and 

that particular way of life, which takesu 
each man’s mind, thoughts, and affections, may 
very well be called his particular dream. This 
degree of vanity is.equally vifible in every form 
and order of life. The learned and the ignorant, 
the rich and the poor, are all in the fame {tate of 
{lumber ; only paffing away a fhort life in a differ- 
ent kind of a dream. But why fo,’ It is becaufe 
man has an eternity within him, 1s born into 
this world, not for the fake of living here, not 
for any thing this world can give him, but only 
to have time and place to become either an eter- 
nal partaker of a divine life with God, or to have 
an hellifh eternity amongft fallen angels: And 
therefore, every man who has not his eyes, his 
heart, and his hands, continually governed by 
this two-fold eternity, may be juftly faid to be 
faft afleep, to have no awakened fenfibility of 
himfelf. And a life devoted to intereft, and the 
enjoyments of this world, fpent and and wafted 
in the flavery of earthly defires, may be truly 
called a dream, as having all the fhortnefs, vanity 
and delufion of a dream; only with this dif- 
HG: ference, 
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ference, that whena dream is over, nothingis loft 
but fictions and fancies; but when the dream of 
life is ended only by death, all that eternity is loft, 
tor which we were brought into being. Now there 
is no mifery in this world, nothing that makes 
either the life or death of man to be full of cala- 
mity, but this blindnefs and infenfibility of his 
{tate, into which he fo willingly, nay obftinately, 
plunges himfelf. Every thing that has the nature 
of evil and diftrefs in it, takes its rife from thence, 
Do but fuppofe a man to know himfelf; that he 
comes into this world on no other errand, but to 
rife out of the vanity of time into the riches of 
eternity; do but fuppofe him to govetn his in- 
ward thoughts and outward actions by this view 
of himfelf, and then to him every day has loft all 
its evil; profperity and adverfity have no differ- 
ence, becaufe he receives and ufes them both ia 
the fgme fpirit; life and death are equally wel- 
come, becaufe equally parts of his way to eterni- 
ty. For poor and miferable as this life is, we have 
all of us free accefs to all that is great, and good, 
and happy; and carry within ourfelves a key to 
all the treafures that heaven has to beftow upon 
us._-We {tarve in the midft of plenty, groan un- 
cerinfirmities, with the remedy in our own hands ; 
live and die without knowing and feeling any 
thing of the one only Good, whilft we have it in 
our power to know and enjoy it in as great a rea~ 
lity, as we know and feel the power of this world 
over us: For heaven is as near to our fouls, as 
this world is to our bodies; and we are created, 
we 




































we are redeemed, to have our converfation jn it: 
God, the only Good of all intelligent natures, is 
hot an abfent or diftant God, but is more pretent 
in and to our fouls, than our own bodies; and 
we are {trangers to heaven, and without God in 
the world, for this only reafon, becaufe we are 
void of that fpirit of prayer, which alone can, 
and never fails to unite us with the one only Good, 
and to open heaven and the kingdom of God 


within us. All our falvation confifts in the #aqni- 


feftation of the Nature, Life, and Spirit of ‘Vefis 
Corifi in our inward new man. This alone is 
Chriftian redemption ; this alone delivers from 
the guilt and power of fin; this alone redeems, 
renews, and regains the firft Life of Godin the 
foul of man. Every thing befides this is self, is 
Jittion, is propriety, is own will, and however co- 
loured, is only thy ofd man, witb all bis deeds. 
Enter therefore with all thy heart into this truth, 
Jet thy eye be always upon it, do every thing in 
view of it, try every thing by the truth of it, Jove 
nothing but for the fake of it. Wherever thou 
goelt, whatever thou doft at home, or abroad, 
in the field, or at church, do all in a defire of 
union with Chrift, in imitation of his tempers 
and inclinations, and look upon all as nothing, 
but that which exercifes and encreafes the Spiric 
and Life of Chrift in thy foul. From morning to 
night keep Jefus in thy heart, long for nothing, 
defire nothing, hope for nothing, but to have all 
that is within thee, changed into the Spirit and 
Temper of the Holy Jefus. Let this be thy 

: Chriftiagity, 
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Chriftianity, thy church, and thy religion. \ For 
this new birth in Chrift thus firmly believed, and 


continually defired, will do every thing that 


thou wanteft to have done in thee, it will dry up 


all the fprings of vice, ftop all the workings of 
evilin thy nature, it will bring all that is good 
into thee, it will open all the gofpel within thee, 
and thou wilt know what it is to-be taught of 
God. This longing defire of thy heart to be 
one with Chritt, will foon put a ftop to all the va- 
nity of thy life, and nothing will be admitted to 
enter into thy heart, or proceed from it, but 
what comes from God, and returns to God; thou 
wilt foon be, as it were, tied and bound in the 
chains of all holy affections and defires, thy 
mouth will have a watch fet upon it, thy ears 
would willingly hear nothing that does not tend 
to God, nor thy eyes. be open, but to fee, and 
find eccafions.of doing good. In a word, 
when this faith has got both thy dead and thy 
heart, it will then be with thee, as it was with 
the merchant who found a, pearl of great price, 
it wil] make thee gladly to fe all that thou haft, 
and buy it. For all that had feized and poflefiea 
the heart of any man, whatever the merchant 
of this world had got together, whether of 
riches, power, honour, learning or reputation, 
lofes all its value, is counted but as dung, and 
willingly parted ‘with, as foon as this glorious 

earl, the new birth in'Chrift Jefus, is difcovered 
and found by him. This therefore may ferve as 
a touchlone, wheredy every one may try ay 
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truth of his ftate; if the old-man i$ ftill a mer- 
Chant within thee, trading in all forts of world- 
ly honour, power or learning, if the wifdo 

of this world is not foolifhnefs to thee; if earthiy 


interefts, and fenfual pleafures, are {till the defire 


Oi thy heart, and only covered undér a form of 


odlinefs, a cloke of creeds, obfervances and in- 
titutions of religion, thou mayft be affured, 
that the pearl of great price is not yet found by 
thee. For where Chrift is born, or his Spirit rifes 
upin the foul, there all felfis denied, and obliged 
to turn out; there ali carnal wifdom, arts of ad- 
vancement, with every pride and ¢lory of this 
life, are as fo many D&@athen idols, all willing! re- 
nounced, and the man is not only contént, but 
rejoices to fay, that bis kingdom is not of this 
world. 
But thou wilt perhaps fay, how fhall this ereat 
- ‘work, the birth of Chrift, be effeGted in me? 
It might rather be faid, fince Chrift has an inf- 
nité power, and alfo an infinite defire to fave 
mankind, how can any one mifs of this falvation, 
but through his ow# unwillingne/s to be faved by 
him? Confider, how was it that the Jame and 
blind, the Junatick and leper, the publican and 
finner, found Chrift to be their Saviour, and to 
do all That for them, which they wanted to bé 
done to them? Tt was becaufe they had a real de- 
fire of having That which they afkéd for, and 
therefore in true faith and prayer applied toChrif, 
that his fpirit and power might enter into them, 
and heal-“That which they wanted, and defired 4 
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be healed in them. F.very one of thefe faid in 
faith and defire, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canft 
make me whole. Andthe anfwer was always this, 
sivcoraing to thy faith, fo be it done unto thee. This 
is Chriit’s antwer zow, and thus it is done to 
every one of us at this day, as our faith is, fo is 
it done unto us. And here lies the whole reafon of 
our falling fhort of the falvation of Chrift, it is 
becaufe we have no will to it. | 

But you will fay, Do not all Chriftians defire 
to have Chrift to be their Saviour? Yes. But 
here is the deceit; all would have Chrift to be 
their Saviour in the mext world, and to help them 
into. heaven when they dieg by his power andé 
merits with God. But this is not willing Chrift 
to be thy Saviour, for his falvation, if it is had, 
mult be had in this world, if He faves thee, it 
muf{t be done in this life, by changing and alter=- 
ing al) that is within thee, by helping thee to a 
new heart, as he helped the blind to fee, the 
Jame to walk, and the dumb to fpeak. For to 
have falvation from Chrift, is nothing elfe but to 
be made like unto him; itis to have‘his humi- 
lity and. meeknefs, his mortification and felf- 
denial, his renunciation of the fpirit, wifdom, 
and honours of this world, his love of God, his 
defire of doing God’s will, and feeking only his 
honour. To have thefe tempers formed and be-= 
gotten in thy heart, is to have falvation’ from 
Chrift ;> but if thou wlle/t mot to have thefe tem- 
pers brougt forth in thee, if thy faith and defire 
éoes not feck and cry te Chrift for them in the 
{aime 

































Be ge 


faile reality, as the lame afked to walk, and the 
blind to fee, then thou mutt be faid to be unwil- 
#ing to have Chritt to be thy Saviour, 

Again, Confider, how was it that the carnal 
Jew, the deep-read Scribe, the learned Rabbi, 
the religious Pharifée, nor only did not receive, 
but crucified their Saviour? It’ was becaufe the 
willed and defired no fuch Saviour as Fle was, no 
fuch inward falvation as He offered to them. 
hey defired no change of their own nature, 
no inward deftrution of their own natural tem- 
pers, no deliverance from the love of them{el ves, 
and the enjoyménts of their pailions; they liked 
their ftate, the gratifications of their old man, 
their dong robes, their broad phylatteries, and 
&rectings in the markets. They wanted not to 
have their pride and felf-love dethroned, their 
covetoufnefs and fenfuality to be fubdued by a 
new nature from heaven derived into them. 
Their only defire was the fuccefs of Judaifm, to 
have an outward Saviour, a témporal prince, that 
fhould eftablifh their law and ceremonies over all 
the earth. And therefore they crucified their 
dear Redeemer, and would have hone of his fat- 
vation, becaufe it all confifted ia a change of 
their nature, in‘a new birth from above, and a 
kingdom of heaven to be opened within them by 
the Spirit of God, : 3 

Oh Chriftendom, look not only at the o/d Fews, 
but fee thyfelf in this glafs. For at this day, (Oh 
tad truth to be told |) at this day, a Chritt < 
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own Nature, Life, and Spirit within us, is re- 
jected as grofs enthufiafm, the learned Rabbis 
take counfel againft it. The propagation of Pope- 
ry, the propagation of Proteftantifm, the fucceds 
of fome particular church, is the fa/vation which 
priefts and people are chielly concerned about. 

But toreturn: It is manifeft, that no one can 
fail of the benefit of Chrift’s falvation, but 
through an wnwillingne/s to have it, and from 
the fame. fpirit and tempers which made the 
Jews unwilling to receive it. Butif thou woulalt 
ftill farther know how this great work, the birth 
of Chriit, is to be effected in thee, then let this 
joyful truth be told thee, that this great work is 
aiready begun in every one of us, For this holy 
Jefus, that is to be formed in thee, that is to 
be the Saviour and new life of thy foul, that is to 
raife thee out of the darknefs of death, into the 
light of life, and give thee power to become a 
fon of God, is already withi# thee, living, ftir- 
ring, calling, knocking at the door of thy heart, 
and wanting nothing but thy own faith and good 
will, to have as real a birth and form in thee, as 
he had inthe Virgin Mary. For the eternal Word, 
or Son of God, did not then firft begin to be the 
Saviour of the world, when he was born in Bethle- 
hem of Judea; but that Word, which became 
man inthe Virgin Mary, did, fromi the begin= 
ning of the world, enter as a word of life, a feed of 
falvation, into the firft father of mankind, was 
infpoken into him, as an ingrafted word, under 

the name and character of a Druifer of the fer- 
pent’s 





pent’s head, Hence it is, that Chrift faid to his 
difciples, Ze kingdom of God is within you that 
is, the divine nature is within you, given unto 
your firft father, into the light of his life, and 
from him rifing up in ‘the life of every fon of 
Adam. Hence alfo the holy Jefus is faid to be 
the light, which lighteth every man that cometh in- 
tothe world. Not as he was born in Bethlehem, 
not as he had an human form upon earth; in 
thefe refpects he could not be faid to have been 
the light ofevery man that cometh into the world ; 
but as he was that eternal Word, by which all 
things were created, which was the life and light 
of all things, and which had as a fecond Creator 
entered again into fallen man, as a bruifer of the 
ferpent; in this refpect it was truly faid of our 
Lord, when on earth, that He was that light 
which lighteth every man, that cometh into the 
world. For he was really and truly all this, as 
he was the Immanuel, the Gop with us, civen 
unto Adam, and in him to all his offspring. See 
here the beginning and glorious extent of the 
Catholic Church of Chrift: It takes in all the 
world; it is God’s unlimited, univerfal mercy 
to all mankind; and every human creature, as 
fure as he is born of Adam, has a birth of the 
bruifer of the ferpent within him, and fo is infal- 
libly in covenant with God, through Jefus Chrift. 
Fence alfo it is, that the holy Jeius is appointed 
to be Judge of all the world, it is becaufe all man- 
kind, all nations and languages have in him, and 
through him, been put into covenant with God, 
2 and 
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and made capable of refifting the evil of their 


fallen nature, 

When our bleffed Lord converfed with the 
woman at Jacob’s well, He faid unto her, Jf 
thou kneweft the gift of God, and who it is that 
talketh with thee, thou wouldeft have afked of bim, 
and he would bave given thee living water. How 
happy (may any one well fay) was this woman of 
Samaria, to ftand fo near this gift of God, from 
whom fhe might have had living water, had fhe 
bit vouchfafed to have afked for it! But, cear 
Chriftian, this happinefs is thine; for this holy 
Jefus, the gift of God, firft given unto Adam, and 
in him to all that are defcended from him, is the 
gift of God to thee, as fure as thou art born of 
Adam; nay, haft thou never yet owned’ him; 
art thou wandered from him, as far as the prodi- 
gal fon from his father’s houfe? Yet is he ftill 
with thee, he is the gift of God to thee, and if 
thou wilt turn to him, and afk of him, he has 
living water for thee. 

Poor finner! confider the treafure thou haft 
within thee, the Saviour of the world, the eter- 
nal Word of God lies hid in thee, as a {park of 
the divine nature, which is to overcome fin and 
death, and hell within thee, and generate the life 
of heaven again inthy foul. Turn to thy heart, 
and thy heart will find its Saviour, its God, with- 
in itfelf. Thou feeft, heareft, and feeleft nothing 
of God, becaufe thou feekeft for Him abroad 
with thy outward eyes, thou feekeft for Him in 
books, in controverfies, in the church, and out: 
ward 





ward exercifes, but there thou wilt not find Him, 

till thou haft fir? found Him in thy heart. Seek 
for Him in thy heart, and thou wilt never feek 
in-vain, for there he dwelleth, there is the {eat 
of his Light and Holy Spirit. 

For this turning to the Light and Spirit of 
God within thee, is thy owly true turning unto 
God, there is no other way of finding Him, but 
in that place. where he dwelleth in thee. For 
though God be every where prefent, yet He is 
Only prefent to thee in the deepeft, and mof 
central part of thy foul. Thy natural enfes can- 
not pofiels God, or unite thee to him, nay thy 
Inward faculties of underfianding, will, and me- 
mony, Can only reach after’God, but cannot be 
the place of his habitation in thee. But there is 
a root, or depth in thee, from whence all thefe 
faculties come forth, as lines from a center, or 
as branches from the body of atree. This depth 
Is called the center, the fund or bottom of the 
foul. This depth is the uvity, the eternity, I had 
almott faid, infinity of thy foul; for it is fo in. 
finite, that nothing can fatisfy it, or give it any 
reft, but the infinity of God: In. this depth of 
the foul, the Holy Trinity brought forth its own 
living image in the firft created man, bearing in 
himfelf a living reprefentation of Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoft, and this was his dwelling in 
God, and God in him. This was the kingdom of 
God within him, and made paradife without him. 
But the day that Adam did eat of the forbidden 
@arthly tree, in that day he abfolutely died te 
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this kingdom of God within. bim.. This depth, or 
centey of his foul having loft its God, was fhut 
up in death and darknefs, and became a prifoner 
in an earthly animal, that only excelled its 
brethren, the beafts, in an upright form, and 
ferpentile fubtlety. Thus ended the fall of man, 
But from that moment that the God of mercy 
infpoke into Adam the bruifer of the ferpent, 
from that moment all the riches and treafures of 
the divine nature came again into man, as a feed 
of filvation fown into the center of the foul, and 
only licth hidden there in every man, till he de- 
fires to rife from his fallen ftate, and to be born 
again from above, 

Awake then, thou that fleepeft, and Chrift, 
who, from all eternity, hath been efpoufed to 
thy.foul, fhall give thee light. Begin to fearch 
and dig in thine own field for this pearl of eter- 
mity, thatlieth hidden in it; it cannot coft thee 
too much, nor canft thou buy it dear; for it is 
Ali, and when thou haft found it, thou wilt know, 
that al! which thou haft fold, or given away for 
it, is as meer a nothing, as a bubble upon the 
water. 

But if thou turneft from this heavenly pearl, 
or trampleft it uncer thy feet, for the fake of be- 
ing rich or great, either in church or ftate, if 
death finds thee in this fuccefs, thou canit not 
then fay, that though the pear/ is loft, yet fome 


thing has been gained inftead of it. For in that 
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parting moment, the things, and the founds of 


this world, will be exactly alike; to have had 
an 
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an eftate, or only to have heard of it; to have 
lived at Lambeth twenty years, or only to have 
twenty times paffed by the place, will be the 
fame good, or the fame nothing to thee. 

But I will now fhew a little more difttindly, 
what this pearl of eternity is. Firtt, It is the 
Light and Spirit of God within thee, which has 
hitherto done thee but little good, becaufe all the 
defire of thy heart has been after the light and 
fpirit of this world. Thy reafon and fenfes, thy 
heart and paffions, have turned all their atten= 
tion to the poor concerns of this life, and there- 
fore thou art a ftranger to this principle of hea- 
ven, this riches of eternity within thee. For as 
God is not, cannot be truly found by any wor- 
fhippers, but thofe who worfhip Him in Spirit 
and in Truth, fo this Light and Spirit, though 
always within us, is not, cannot be found, felt, or 
enjoyed, but by thofe, whofe whole {pirit is turned 
fo if. 

When man firft came into being, and ftood 
before God as his own image and likenefs, this 


ad 


Light and Spirit of God was as natural to him, 
as truly the light of his nature, as the Light and 


3s ANG 


air of this world is natural to the creatures that 
have their birth in it. ‘But when man, not con- 


tent with the food of eternity, did cat of the 
earthly tree, this Light and Spirit-of Heaven 
was no more xatural to him, no more rofe UD as 
a birth of his nature, but, inftead thereof, he 
was left folely to the lroht and {pirit of this world. 
And this is that death which God told Adam he 
fhould 



























eer 


Rea 





Er FP 
ae | 
ye eethAdteeimeenioicia’” Teams Pa 




































a eee 


ee 


| { 6 
fhould furely die, in the day that he fhould eat 
of the forbidden tree. 

But the goodnefs of God would not leave 
man in this condition: a redemption from it 
was immediately granted, and the Bruifer of the 
Serpent brought the Light and Spirit of Heaven 
exce more into the human nature. Not as it was 
in its firft ftate, when man was in paradife, but 
asa treafure bidden in the center of our fouls, 
which fhould difcover, .and open itfelf by de- 
grees, in fuch proportion, as the, faith and de- 
fires of our hearts were turned to it. This Ligh 
and Spirit of God thus freely reftored again to 
the foul, and lying in it as a fecret fource of hea- 
ven, is called grace, free grace, or the /upernatu- 
ral sift, or power of God in the foul, becaufe it 
was fomething, that the natural powers of the 
foul could no more obtain. Hence it is, that in 
the greateft truth, and higheft reality, every 
flirring of the foul, every tendency of the heart . 
cowards God and goodnefs, is juftly and neceff[a- 
rily afcribed to the Holy Spirit, or the grace of 
God. It is becaufe this fir? feed of life, which is 
fown into the foul, as the gift or grace of God 
to fallen man, is itfelf the Light and Spirit of 
God, and therefore every firring, or opening of 
this feed of life, every awakened thought or de- 
fire that arifes from it, muft be called the moving, 
or the quickening of the Spirit of God ; and there- 
fore that new man which arifes fromit, muft, of 
all neceflity, be {aid to be folely the work and ope- 
ration of God. Hence alfo we have an ealy and 
| plain 
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plain declaration of thetrue meaning, folid fenfe, 
and certain truth, of all thofe {criptures, which 
{peak of the in/piration of God, the Operation of 
the Holy Spirit, the power of the divine Light, 
as the fole and neceffary agents in the renewal 
and fanctification of our fouls, and alfo as being 
things common to all men. It is becaufe this Seed 
of Life, or Bruifer of the ferpent, is common to 
all men, and has in all-men a degree of life, 
which is in itfelf fo much of the in/piration, or 
Life of God, the Spirit of God, the Light of 
God, which is in every foul, and is its power of 
becoming born again of God. Hence alfo it is, 
that all men are exhorted not to quench, or re- 
fift, or grieve the Spirit; that is, this Seed of the 
Spirit and Light of God that isin a// men, as the 
only fource of good. Again, the fle Jufteth againft 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the fle. By the 
flefh, and its luftings, are meant the mere buman 
nature, or the natural man, as he is by the 
fall; by the Spirit is meant the Bruifer of the 
ferpent, that Seed of the Light and Spirit of 
God, which lieth as a treafure hid in the foul, in 
order to bring forth the life that was loft in 
Adam. Now asthe fleth hath its life, its luftings, 
whence all forts of evil are truly faid to be in- 
{pired, quickened, and ftirred up in us; fo the 
Spirit being a ving principle within us, has its 
infpiration, its breathing, its moving, its quicken- 
ing, from which alone the divine life, or the 
angel that died in Adam, can be born in us. 
When this Seed of the Spirit, common ta all 
C meén, 
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sen, is not refifted, grieved and quenched, but 
its in/pirations and motions fuffered to grow and 
increafe in us, to unite with Goad, and get power 
over al] the lufts of the flefh, then we are born 
again, the Nature, Spirit and Tempers of Jefus 
Chrift are opened in our fouls, the kingdom of 
God is come, and is found within us. On the 
other hand, when the flefh, or the aatural man, 
hath refifted and quenched this Spirit or Seed of 
Life within, us, then the works of the flefh, 
adultery, fornication, murders, lying, hatred, 
envy, wrath, pride, foolifhnefs, worldly wifdom, 
carnal prudence, falfe religion, hypocritical holi- 
neis, and ferpentine fubtlety, have fet up their 
kingdom within us. 

See here in fhort the ftate of man as redeémed. 
He has a fpark of the Light and Spirit of God, 
as a fupernatural gift of God given into the birth 
of his foul, to bring forth by degrees a mew birth 
of that life, which was loft in paradife. This holy 
{park of the divine nature within him, has a na- 
tural, {trong, and almoft infinite tendency, or 
reaching after that eternal Light and Spirit of 
God, from whence it came forth. It came 
forth from God, itcame out of God, it partakethp 
of the divine nature, and therefore it is al- 
ways in a ftate of tendency and return to God. 
And all this is called the breathing, the moving, 
the quickening of the Holy Spirit within us, which 
are 1o many operations of this fpark of life tend- 
ing towards God. On the other hand, The Deity, 
qs confidered in itfelf, and without the foul of 

man, 
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man, has an infinite, whchangeable tendency of 
love and defire towards the foul of man, to unite 
and communicate its own riches and glories to it, 
yuft as the fpirit of the air without man, unites, 
and communicates its riches and virtues to the 
{pirit of the air that is within man. ‘This love 
or defire of God towards the foul of man is fo 
great, that He gave His only begotten Son, the 
brightnefs of his glory, to take human nature 
upon Him, in its fallen ftate, that by this my- 
fterious union of God and Man, all the enemies 
of the foul of man might be overcome, and every 
human creature might have a power of being’ 
born again according to that image of God, in 
which he was firft created.’ The gofpel is the hi- 
ftory of this love of God sto man. Inwardly he 
has a Seed of the divine life given into the birth 
of his foul, a Seed that has all the riches of eterni- 
dy in it, and is always wanting to come to the 
birth in him, and be alive in God. Outwardly 
he has Jefus Chrift, who, as a Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs, is always cafting forth his enlivening beams 
on this award Seed, to kindle and call it forth to 4 
the birth, doing that to this Seed of Heaven in 
man, which the fun in the firmament is always , 
doing to the vegetable feeds in the earth. ; 

Confider this matter in the following fimili- | 
tude. A grain of wheat has the air and light 
of this world inclofed, or incorporated in it: 
This is the myftery of its life, this is its power 
of growing, by this it has a {trong continual 
wndency of uniting again with that ocean of 
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light and air, from whence it came forth, and fo 


it helps to kindle its own vegetable Jife. 

On the other hand, That great ocean of light 
and air, having its own offspring hidden in the 
heart of the grain, has a perpetual ftrong ten- 
dency to unite and communicate with it again, 
From this defire of union on both fides, the 
vegetable life arifes, and all the virtues and 
powers contained in it. 

But here let it be well obferved, that this de- 
fire on both fides cannot have its effect, till the 
bik and grofs part of the grain falls into a ftate 
ef corruption and death, till this begins, the 
myftery of life hidden in it, cannot come forth. 
The application here may be left to the reader. 
I thall only obferve, that we may here fee the 
true ground, and abfelute neceffity of that dying 
to ourfelves, and to the werld, to which our 
blefled Lord fo conftantly calls all his followers: 
An univerfal felf-denial, a perpetual mortifi- 
cation of the luft of the flefh, the luft of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not a thing im- 
pofed upon us by the were will of God, is not 
required as a pusi/bment, is not an invention of 
dull and monkifh f{pirits, but has its ground and 
veafon in the nature of the thing, and is as abfo- 
lutely neceffary to make way for the New Birth, 
as the death of the ba/k, and grofs part of the 


‘grain, is neceflary to make way for its vegetable 


life. 
But, Secondly, this pearl of eternity is the Wif- 
@omand Love of God within thee. In this eo) 
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of thy Serpent Bruifer, all the holy Nature, Spi- 
rit; Tempers,.and Inclinations: of Chrift lie as 
in a feed, in the center of thy foul,.and divine 
'Wifdom, and heavenly Love, will grow up 
in thee, if thou giveft but true attention to God 
prefent in thy foul.. On the other hand,. there 
is hidden alfo in the depth of thy nature, the 
/ woot, or poffibility of all the hellith nature, fpi- 
rit and tempers of the fallen angels. For hea- 
ven and hell have each of them their foundation 
within us, they come not into us from cwthout, 
but fpring up in us, according as our wil/ and 
beart is turned either to the Light of God, or 
the kingdom of darknefs. But when this life, 
which is in the midi of thefe two eternities, is 
at an end, either an angel or adevil will be found 
to have a Dirth in us. 

Thou needeft not therefore run here, or there, 
faying, Where is Chrift ? Thou needeft not fay, who 
Shall afcend into heaven, that is, to bring down 
Chirft from above? ov who fhall defcend into the 
deep, to bring up Chrift from the dead? for be- 
hold the Word, which is the Wifdom of God, is 
in thy heart, it is there as a Bruifer of thy fer- 
pent, asa Light unto, thy feet, and Lanthorn 
unto thy paths. It is there as an holy oi/, to fof- 
ten and overcome the wrathful fiery properties of 
thy nature, and change them into the humble 
mecknefs of Light and Love. It is there as a 
{peaking Word of God in thy foul; and as foon 
as thou art ready to hear, this eternal {peaking 
Word will fpeak Wifdom and Love in thy in- 
ward 
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ward parts, and bring forth the Birth of Chrift, 
with all his holy Nature, Spirit and Tempers, 
within thee. Hence it was (that is, from this 
principle of heaven, or Chrift in the foul} 
hence, I fay, it was, that fo many eminent fpi- 
rits, partakers of a divine life, have appeared in 
fo\many parts of the heathen world. Glorious 
names, Sons of Wifdom, that fhone, as lights 
hung out by God, in the midf of idolatrous 
darknels. Thefe were the Apoftles of a Chrift 
within, that were awakened and commifioned 
by the zzward Bruifer of the ferpent, to call 
mankind from the blind purfuits of flefh and 
blood, to know themfelves, the dignity of their 
nature, the immortality of their fouls, and the 
neceffity of virtue, to avoid eternal fhame and 
mifery, Thefe poft/es, though they had not 
the /aw, or written gofpel, to urge upon their 
hearers, yet, having turned to God, they found 
and preached the gofpel, that was written in their 
hearts, Hence one of them could fay this di- 
vine truth, viz. that /ach only are priefts and pro- 
phets, who have God in themfelves. Hence alfo 
itis, that in the Chriftian church, there hath been 
in all ages, amongft the moft illiterate, both 
men and women, who have attained to a dee 

under{tanding of the myfteries of the Wifdom 
and Love of God, in Chrift Jefus. And what 
wonder? fince it is not art or fcience, or fkill 
in grammar or logic, but the opening of the 
divine life in the foul, that can give true under- 
itanding of the things of God, This Life of 
God 
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God in the foul, which for its finallnefs at firff, 
and capacity for great growth, is, by our Lord, 
compared to a grain of muftard feed, may be, 
and too generally is, fuppreffed, and kept un- 
der, either by worldly cares, or pleafures, by 
vain learning, fenfuality, or ambition, And all 
this while, whatever church or profeffion any 
man is of, he is a mere matural man, unregene- 
rate, unenlightened by the Spirit of God, becaufe 
this Seed of Heaven is choak’d, and not {nf- 
fered to grow upinhim. And therefore his re- 
digion is no more from heaven, than his fine breed- 
ing; his cares have no more eoodnefs in them, 
than his pleafures; his love is worth no more 
than his hatred; his zeal for this, or again{t 
that form of religion, has only the nature of 
any other worldly contention init. And thus ie 
is, and muit be with every mere natural man; 
whatever appearances he may put on, he may, 
if-he pleafes, know himfelf to be the flave and 
machine of his own corrupt tempers and incli- 
nations; to be enlightened, infpired, quickened 
and animated by felf-love, felf-efteem, and {elf 
feeking, which is the only life, and {pirit of 
the meer natural man, whether he be Heathen 
Jew or Chriftian. 

On the other hand, wherever this Seed of 
Heaven is fuffered to take root, to get life and 
breath in the foul, whether it be in man or 
woman, young or old, there this new born in- 
- ward man is juftly faid to be infpired, enlightened 
fd moved by the Spirit of God, becaufe his whole 
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birth and life is a birth from above, of the 
Light and Spirit of God, and therefore. all that 
is in him, hath the Nature, Spirit and Tempers 
of Heaven in it. As this regenerate Life grows 
upin any man, fo there grows up a true and 
real knowledge of the whole myftery of godli- 
nefs in himfelf.. Ali that the gofpel teaches of 
fin'and grace, of life and death, of heaven and 
hell, of the new and old, man, of the Light and 
Spirit of God, are things not got by bearfay, but 
inwardly known, felt and experienced,: in the 
srowth of his own new-born life. “He has then 
an anéfion from above, which teacheth him: all 
things, a fpirit that knoweth what it ought te 
pray for, a {pirit that prays without ceafing, that 
is rifen with Chrift from the dead, and has all 
its converfation in heaven; a fpirit that hath 
groans-and fighs that cavnot be uttered, that tra- 
vaileth and groaneth with the whole creation, to 
be delivered from vanity, and have its glorious 
liberty in that God, from whom it came forth. 

Again, Thirdly, this pear? of eternity is the 
Church, or Temple of God within thee, the con- 
fecrated place of divine worfhip, where alone 
thou canit worfhip God in Spirit and in Truth. 
In Spirit, becaufe thy fpirit is that alone in thee, 
which can unite, and cleave unto God, and re- 
ceive the workings of his divine Spirit upon 
thee. In Truth, becaufe this adoration in fpirit, 
is that truth and reality, of which all outward 
forms and rites, though inftituted by God, are 
only the’ figure for a time, but this worfhip is 
eternal. 
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eternal. Accuftom thyfelf to the holy fervicé 
of this inward temple. In the midtft of it is 
the fountain of living water, of which thou 
may{t drink, and live for ever. There the my- 
iteries of thy redemption are celebrated, or rather 
opened in life and power. There the fupper of 
the Lamb is kept; the dread that came down 
from heaven, that giveth life to the world, is thy 
true nourifhment: All is done, and known in 
real experience, in a living fenfibility of the work 
of God on the foul. Theré the Birth, the 
Life, the Sufferings, the Death, the Refur- 
rection and Afcenfion of Chrift, are not merely 
remembered, but inwardly found and enjoyed, 
as the real {tates of thy foul, which has followed 
Chrift in the regeneration. . When once thou 
art well grounded in this inward worfbip, thou 
wilt have learnt to live unto God above time and 
place. For every day will be Sunday to thee, and 
wherever thou. goelt, thou wilt have a prieft, 
a church, and analtar along with thee. For when 
God has all that he fhould have of thy heart, 
when renouncing the will, judgment, tempers 
and inclinations of thy o/d man, thou art wholly 
given up to the obedience of the Light and Spi- 
rit of God within thee, to wil? only in his will, 
to Jove only in his love, to be wife only in his 
wildom, then it is, thar every thing thou doft, 
is as a fong of praife, and the common bufinef 
of thy life is a conforming to God’s< will on 
earth, as angels do in heaven. 

Fourthly, and laftly, this pearl of eternity is 
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the Peace and Foy of God within thee, but cat 
only be found by the manifeftation of the Life 
and Power of Jefus Chrift in thy foul. But 
Chrift cannot be thy Power and thy Life, till, in 
obedience to his call, thou denief? thyfelf, takeft 
up thy daily crofs, and followeft Him in the re 
generation. This is peremptory, it admits of no 
referve, or evafion, it 1s the one way to Chrift, 
and eternal life. But be where thou wilt, either 
here, or at Rome, or Geneva; if felf is undenied, 
if thou liveft to thine own will, to the pleafures 
of thy natural luft and appetites, fenfes and paf- 
fions, and in conformity to the vain cuftoms 
and fpirit of this world, thou art dead whilft 
thou liveft, the Seed of the Woman is crucified 
within thee, Chrift can profit thee nothing, thou 
art a ftranger to all that is holy and heavenly 
within thee, and utterly incapable of finding 
the Peace and Foy of God in thy foul. And 


thus thou art poor, and blind, and naked, and 


empty, and liveft a miferable life in the vanity 
of time; whilft all the riches of eternity, the 
Light and Spirit, the Wifdom and Love, the 
Peace and Joy of God, are within thee. And 
thus it will always be with thee, there is no re- 
medy, go where thou wilt, do what thou wilt, all 
is fhut up, there is no open door of falvation, 
no awakening out of the fleep of fin, no de- 
liverance from the power of thy corrupt nature, 
no overcoming of the world, ne revelation of 
Jefus Chrift, no joy of the new birth from above, 
till dying to thyfelf and the world, theu turneft 
to 
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to the Light and Spirit, and Power of God in 
thy foul. All is fruitlefs and infignificane, all the 
means of thy redemption are at a itand, all out- 
ward forms are but a dead formality, till this 
fountain of living water is found within thee. 

But thou wilt perhaps fay, How fhall Idifco- 
ver this riches of eternity, this Light, and Spi- 
rit, and Wifdom, and Peace of God, treafured 
up within me? Thy jirft thought of repentance, 
or defire of turning to God, is thy jirft difcovery 
of this Light and Spirit of God within thee, 
It is the voice and language of the Word of 
God within thee, though thou knoweft it not. 
It is the Bruifer of thy ferpent’s head, thy dear 
Immanuel, who is beginning to preach within 
thee, that fame which He- firft preached in 
publick, faying, Repent, for the kingdom of bea- 
ven is at band. When therefore but the f{mal- 
left inftinét er defire of thy heart calleth thee 
towards God, and a newnefs of life, give it 
time and leave to fpeak; and take care thou 
reiufe not him that fpeaketh. For itisnot an angel 
from heaven that fpeaketh to thee, but it is the 
eternal (peaking Word of God in thy heart, that 
Word which at firft created thee, is thus begin- 
ning to create thee a fecond time unto righteouf- 
nefs, that a new man may be formed again in 
thee in the image and likenefs of God. But 
above all things, beware of taking this defire of 
repentance to be the effect of thy own natural 
fenfe and reafon, for in fo,doing thou loofeft the 
key of all the heavenly treafure that is in thee, 
D 2 thou 
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thou fhutteft the door againft God, turneft away 
from him, and thy repentance (if thou haft any) 
will be only a vain, unprofitable work of thy own 
hands, that will do thee no more good, than a 
well that is without water. But if thou takeft 
this awakened defire of turning to God to be, as 
in truth it is, the coming of Chrift in thy foul; 
the working, redeeming power of the Light and 
Spirit of the holy Jefus within thee, if thou doft 
reverence and adhere to it as fuch, this faith will 
fave thee, will make thee whole; and by thus be- 
fieving in Chrift, though thou wert dead, yet 
fhalt thou live. 

Now all dependeth upon thy right fubmiffion 
and obedience to this fpeaking of God in thy 
foul. Stop therefore all felf-activity, liften not 
to the fuggeftions of thy own reafon, run not 
on in thy own will, but be rétired, filent, paffive, 
and humbly attentive to this new rifen Light 
within thee. Open thy heart, thy eyes, and-ears 
to all its impreffions. Let it enligthen, teach, 
frighten, torment, judge, and condemn thee, as 
it pleafeth, turn not away from it, hear all it 
faith, feek for no relief out of it, confult not with 
flefh and blood, but with a heart full of faith and 
refignation to God, pray only. this prayer, that 
God’s kingdom may come, and his will be done 
in thy foul. Stand faithfully in this ftate of prepa- 
ration, thus given up to the Spirit of God,and then 
the work of thy repentance will be wrought in 
God, and thou wilt foon find, that He that is in 
thee, is much greater than all that are againft thee, 
But 
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Butthat thou mayeft do all this the better, and 
be more firmly affured,. that this refignation to, 
and dependance upon the working of God's Spirit 
within thee, is right and found, J fhall Jay be- 
fore thee two great, and infallible, and funda- 
mental truths, which will be as a rock for thy 
faith to ftand upon. 

Pirft, Vhat through all the whole nature of 
things, nothing can do, or be a real good to thy 
foul, but the operation of God upon it. Secondly, 
That all the difpenfations of God to mankind, 
from the fall of Adam, to the preaching of the 
golpel, were only for this ome end, to fit, prepare, 
and difpofe the foul for the operation of the Spi- 
rit of God upon it. Thefe two great truths, well 
and deeply apprehended, put the fou! in its right 
{tate, in a continual dependence upon God, in 
a readinefs to receive all ecod from Him, and 
will be a continual fource of light in thy mind. 
They will keep thee fafe from all errors, and 
falfe zeal in things and forms of religion, {rom 
a fectarian {pirit, from a bigotry and fuperftition; 
they. will teach thee the true difference between 
the means and end of religion, and the regard 
thou fheweft to the les, will be only fo far asthe 
kernel isto be found in it. 

Man, by his fall, had broke off from his true 
center, his proper place in God, and therefore 
the life and operation of God was no more in 
him. He was fallen from a life in God, into a 
life of fe/f, into an animal life of felf-love, felf- 
élteem, and felf-feeking in the poor perifhing 
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énjoyments of this world. This was the #atural 
fate of man by the fall. He was an apoftatd 
from God, and his natural life was all idolatry, 
where /e/f was the great idol that was worfhipped 
inftead of God. See here the whole truth in thort, 
All fin, death, damnation and hell, is nothing 
elfe but this kingdom of /e/f, or the various ope- 
rations of fel{-love, felf-eiteem, and felf-feeking, 
which feparate the foul from God, and end in 
eternal death and hell. 

On the other hand, ail that is Grace, Redemp- 
tion, Salvation, Santtification, Spiritual Life, and 
the New Birth, is nothing elfe but fo much of 
the Life and Operation of God found again in 
the foul, It is man come back again into his 
senter, or place in God,. from whence he had 
broke off. The beginning again of the Life of 
God in the foul, was then firft made, when the 
mercy of God infpoke into Adam a feed of the 
divine life, which fhould bruife the head of 
the ferpent, which had wrought itfelf into the 
human nature. Here the kingdom of God was 
again within us, though only as a feed, yet {mall 
as it was, it was yet a degree of the divine life, 
which, if rightly cultivated, would overcome all 
the evil that was in us, and make of every fallen 
man, a new born Son ef God. 

All the facrifices, and inftitutions of the an- 
tient patriarchs, the /aw of Mofes, with all its 
types, and rites, and ceremonies, had this only 
end; they were the methods of divine wifdom 
for a time, to keep the hearts of men from the 
wan 
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wanderings of idolatry, in a {tate of holy exped¥- 
tion upon God; they were to keep the firft feed 
of life in a ftate of growth, and make way for 
the farther operation of Ged upon the foul; or; 
as the apoftle {fpeaks, to be as a fchoolmafter unte 
Chrif. That is, till the birth, the refurrection 
and afcenfion of Chrift, thould conquer death, 
and hell; open a new difpenfation of God, and 
baptize mankind afrefh with the Holy Ghoft, 
and Fire of Heaven. ‘Then, that is, on the day 
of Pentecoft, a new difpenfation of God came 
forth; which, on God’s part, was the’ operation 
of the holy Spirit in gifts and graces upon the 
whole church. And on man’s part, it was the 
adoration of God in Spirit and in Truth. Thus 
all that was done by God, from the Bruifer of 
the ferpent given to Adam, to Chrift’s fitting 
down on the right hand of God, was all for this 
end, to remove all that ftood between God and 
man, and to make way for the immediate and 
continual operation of God upon the foul; And 
that man, baptized with the Holy Spirit, and 
born again trom above, fhould abfolutely re- 
nounce fe/f, and wholly give up his foul to the 


operation of God’s Spirit, to know, to love, to . 


will, to pray, to worihtp, to preach, to exhort, 
to ufe all the faculties of his mind,-and all the 
outward things of this world, as enlightened, in- 
fpired, moved and guided by the Holy Ghott ; 
who, by this laft difpenfation of God, was given 
to be a comforter, a teacher and guide to the 
éhurch, who fhould abide with it for ever. 
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This is Chriftianity, a fpiritual fociety, not be-~ 
caufe it has no worldly. concerns, but becaufe all, 
ics members, as fuch,.are born of the Spirit, 
kept. alive, animated and governed by the Spirit 
ot God. It is conftantly, called, by our Lord, 
the kingdom of God, or heaven, becaufe. all 
its miniltry and fervice, all that is done in it, is 
done in‘obedience and fubjection to that Spirit,. 
by which angels live, and are governed in hea- 
ven. Hence our blefled Lord taught his difci- 
ples to pray, that this kingdom might come, that 
fo God’s will might be done on earth, as it is. 
in heaven, which could not be but by that fame 
Spirit by which ir is done in heaven. - The 
fhortis this: The kingdom of /fe/f, is the fall 
of man, or the great apoftacy from the Life of 
God in the foul, and every one, wherever he be, 
that liveth unto /e/f, is ftill under the jall and 
great apoftacy trom God, . The, kingdom of 
Chriftis the Spirit and Power of God, dwelling 
and manifetting itfelf in the birth cf a new in- 
ward man: sind no one is a member of this 
kingdom, but fo far as a true birth of the Spi- 
rit is brought forth in him. . Thefe two king- 
doms take in all mankifid, he that is not of one, 
is certainly in the other; “dying to one, is living 
to the other. ey 
~ Hence we.may gather thefe following truths : 
Firft, Here is {hewn the true ground and rea- 
fon of what was faid above, namely, That when 
the ca# of God to repentance firit arifech in thy 
foul, thou art to be retired, filent, paffive, and 
humbly attentive to this new rifen Light within 
thee, 
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thee, by wholly ftopping, or difregarding the 
workings of thy own will, reafon and judg- 
ment. Itis, becaufe all thefe are falfe counfel- 
lors, the fworn fervants, bribed flaves of thy 
fallen nature, they aréall born and bred in'the 
kingdom of /e/f;, and therefore, if a new king- 
dom is to be fet up in thee, if the operation of 
God is to have its effect in thee; all thefe natu- 
ral powers of fe/f are to be filenced and fup- 
preficd, till they have learned obedience and fub- 
jection to the Spirit of God. Now this is not 
requiring thee to become a foo/, or to give up 
thy claim to fenfe and reafon, but is the fhortett 
way to have thy fenfe and reafon delivered from 
folly, and thy whole rational nature ftrengthened, 
enlightened and guided by that Light, which is 
Wiidom itfelf. 

A Child that obediently denies his own will 
and own reafon, to be guided by the will and 
reaion of a truly wife and underftanding tutor, 
cannot be faid to make himfelf a fool, and give 
up the benefit of his rational nature, but to have 
taken the fhorteft way to have his own will and 
reafon made truly a blefling to him. 

Secondly, Hence is to be feen the true ground 
and neceffiry of that univerfal mortification and 
felf-denial with regard to all our fenfes, appetites, 
tempers, paffions and judgments. It is becaufe 
all our whole nature, as fallen from the Life of 
God, is in a ftate of contrariety to the order and 
end of our creation,, a continual fource of dif- 
@rderly appetites, corrupt tempers, and. falfe 
E judg- 
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judgments. And therefore every motion of it 
is to be mortified, changed and purified from its 
natural ftate, before we can enter into the king- 
dom of God. “Thus when our Lord faith, Ex- 
@ept a man bateth his father and mother, yea, ana 
his own life, be cannot be my difciple, it is be- 
caufe our beft tempers are yet carnal, and full 
of the imperfedfions of our fallen nature. ‘The 
doétrine is juft and good: Not as if father and 
mother were to be hated; but that love, which 
an unregenerate perfon, or #atural man, hath to- 
wards them, is to be bated, as being a blind felf- 
Jove, full of all the weakne/s and partiality, with 
which fallen man loves, honours, efteems and 
cleaves.to himfelf. This love, dorm from: cor- 
rupt flefh and blood, and polluted with félf, is 
to be bated and parted with, that we may love 
them with a love born of God, with fuch a love, 
and on fuch a motive, as Chrift hath loved us. 
And then the difciple, of, Chrift far exceeds all 
others in the love of parents. Again, our ows 
life is to be bated, and the reafon is plain, it is 
becaufe there is nothing lovely init. It is a 
legion of evil, a monttrous birth of the ferpent, 
the world, and the flefo; it is an apofia/y from 
the /ife and power of God in the foul; a life that 
is death to heaven, that is pure unmixed /éo- 
latry, that lives wholly to fe/f; and not to God, 
and therefore a// this own life is to be abfolutely 
bated, all this fe/f is to be dented and mortified, 
if the nature, fpirit, temper and inclinations of 
Chrift are to be brought to life in us, For it is 
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as impofiible to live to both thefe lives. at ence, 
as for a body to move two contrary ways at the 
fame time. And therefore all thefe mortifica- 
tions and felf-denials have an abfolute neceflity 
in the nature of the thing itfelf. 

Thus when our Lord further faith, unlefs a 
Man forfake. ail that be hath, be cannot be my 
difciple. ‘The reafon is plain, and the neceflity 
ablolute ; it is becaufe a// that the gatural man 
hath, is in the poffeflion of fe/f-iove, and there- 
fore this poffeffion is to be abfolutely forfaken and 
parted with. All that he hath, is to be put into 
other hands, to be given-to divine love, or this 
natural man cannot be changed into a difciple 
of Chrift. For felf-love in al) that it bath, is 
earthly, fenfual and devilith, arid therefore ‘mut 
have a/itaken away from it; and then te the ma- 
tural man all is loft, he hath nothiug left, all is 
laid down to the feet of Jefus. And then all 
things are commion, as foon as fe/f-/ove has loft 
the poffeffion ef them. And then the difciple 
of Chrilt, though having nothing, yet poffeffeth all 
things, all that the natural man hath forfaken, 
is re{tored to the difviple of Chrift an hundred- 
fold. For felf-love, the greateft of all thieves, 
being now caft out, and all that he had ftolen 
and hidden, thus taken from him, and put into 
the hands of divine love, every mite becometh 
a large treafure, and Mammon openeth the Door 
into everla{ting habitations. ‘This was the fpirit 
of the jirft draught of a Chriftiar church at Ye- 
rufalem, a church made truly after the pattern 
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of heaven, where the love that reigns in heaven, 
reigned in it, where divine Love broke down all 
the felfith fences, the locks and bolts of me, wine, 
oy own, (Se. and laid all things common to the 
members of this new Kingdom of God on éarth, 

Now, though many years did not pafs after the 
age of the Apoftles, before Satan and Se/f got 
footing in the church, and fet up merchandize 
in the houfe of God; yet this one heart, and one 
fpirit, which then firft appeared in the Fera/alene 
church, is that ose heart and one fpirit of divine 
Love, to which a// are called, that would be 
true difciples of Chrift. And though the Practice 
of it is loft as to the church in general, yet it 
ought not to have been loft; and therefore every 
Chriftian ought to make it his great care and 
prayer to have it reftored in himielf. And then, 
though born in the dregs of time, or living in 
Babylon, he will be as truly a2 member of the 
firft heavenly church at Ferufalem, as if he had 
lived in it in the days of the Aspoftles. This 
Spirit of Love, born of that celeftial fire, with 
which Chrift baptizes his true difciples, is alone. 
that Spirit, which can enter into heaven, and 
therefore is that Spirit which is to be born in us, 
whilft we are on earth. For no one can enter 
into heaven, till he is made heavenly, till the 
Spirit of Heaven is entered into him. And there- 
fore all that our Lord hath faid of denying and 
dying to elf, and of his parting with all that he 
hath, are practices abfolutely neceffary, from the 
nature of the thing. 
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Becaufe all turning to felf, is fo far turning 
from God, and fo much as we have of felf-love, 
fo much we have of a hellifh, earthly weight, 
that muft be taken off, or there can be no af- 
cenfion into heaven, But thou wilt perhaps fay, 
if all felf-love is to be renounced, then all love 
of our neighbour is renounced along with it, be- 
caufe the commandment is, only to Jove our 
neighbour as ourfelves. ‘The anfwer here is ealy, 
and yet no quarter given tofelf-love. There is 
but ove only love in heaven, and yet the angels 
of God love one another in the fame manner as 
they love themfelves. The matter is thus; the 
one fupreme, unchangeable rule of love, which 
is a /ew to all intelligent beings of all worlds, 
and will be a law to all eternity, is this, viz. 
That God alone is to be loved for bimfelf, and all 
other beings only in Him, and for Him. What- 
ever intelligent creature lives not under this rule 
of love, is fo far fallen from the order of his 
création, and is, till he returns to this eternal 
Jaw of love, an apoffate from God, and inca- 
pable of the kingdom of heaven. 

Now if God alone is to be loved for bim/e/f, 
then no creature is to be loved for itfelf; and fo 
all feif-/ove in every creature is abfolutely con- 
demned. 

And if all created beings are only to be loved 
3# and for God, then my neighbour is to be 
loved as I love myfelf, and I am only to love 
myfelf, as I love my neighbour, or any other 
created being, that is, only i# and for God. 

And 
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And thus the command of loving our neighbour 
as ourfelves, {tands firm, and,yet all felf-love is 
plucked up by the roots. But whats loving 
any creature, only za, and for, God? It ts when 
we love it only, as it is God’s work, image and 
delight ; when we love it merely as it is God’s, 
and belongs to him, this is loving it 2» God, and 

when all ey we ah intend, or do to it, is 
done from a love of God, for-the honour of 
God, and in conformity to the will of God, 
this is loving 1t for God. This as the one Jove, 
that is, and mult be the fpirit of all creatures, 
that live united to God. Now this is no fpecula- 
tive refinement or fine-fpun fiction of the brain, 
butt the fimple truth, a firft law of nature, and 
a neceflary band of union between God and the 
creature. The creature is not in God, is a 
ftranger to him, has loft the life of God i In it- 
felf, whenever its love does not thus begin and 
end in God. 

The lofs of this love. was the fa of man, 
as it opened in him a kingdom of felf, in which 
ea the world and the flefh, could all of 
ahem bring forth their own works. If therefore 
mans to rife from his fa all, and return to his 
life in God, there 1s an ‘iialate neceffit yy that 
felf, with all his brwod of grofs affections, be 
depoled, th at his firft love; in and for which he 
was created, may be born again in him. Chrift 
came into the world to fave finners, to deftroy 
the works of the devil. Now /é/f is not only 
the feat and habitation,, but the very /ife of 
fin. 








fin. The works of the devil are al] aioe dh 
in felf, it is his peculia workboufe, and therefore 
Chriit is not come as a Saviour from ce as a 
Deftroyer of the works of the Devil in any of 
us, eer J a fur as felf is beaten down, and over- 
come in us. If it is literally true what our Lord 
faid, That his kingdom was not of this world, 
et it is a truth of the fame cer ‘tainty, that no 
one is a member of this kingdom, but he ‘thar, 
in the literal fenfe of the words, renounces the 
{pirit of this world. Chriftians might as well 
part with half the articles of their créed, “or 
but half believe them, as to real ily refule, or’ but 
by halves enter into thefe felf-denials. 

Por ail thas isin the creed, is only to ame 
forth this dying and death to all and every, p: 
of the old man, “that the Life sha 
may be formed in us. 

Our@edemption is this new Birth; if this is 
not done, or doing in us, ‘we are {till unre~ 
deemed. And t! hough the Saviour of the world 
is come, He is not come in us, He is not re- 
ceived by us, is a Str: anger to us, isnot ours, if 
his life is not within us. ~ His'life is not, cannot 
be within us, but fo far as the {pirit of ti id 
felf-love, feif-efteem, and {felf-feekin® are re- 
nounced, and driven out of us. 

Thirdly, Hence we bi iy alfo learn the true 
nature and worth of a! [elf-denials, and mort:- 
jications. As to their Pitan confidered i phen 
Seehies they have not thing of goodnels or boline/s 
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are not the true food and nowrifbment of the di- 
vine life in our fouls, they have no quickening, 
fanttifying power in them; their only worth 
confiits in«this, that they remove the impedi- 
ments of holinefs, break dewn that which ftands 
between God and us, and make way for the 
guickening, fanctifying Spirit of God to operate 
on our fouls. Which operation of God is the 
one only thing that can raife the divine life in 
the foul, or help it to the fmalleft degree of 
real holineis, or {piritual life. As in our crea- 
tion, we had only that degree of a divine life, 
which the power of God derived into us; as then 
all that we had, and were, was the fole opera- 
tion of God inthe creation of us, fo in our re- 
demption, orregaining that firft perfection,which 
we have loft, all muft be again the operation of 
God, every degree of the divine life reftored in 
us, be itvever fo fmall,muft and can beynothing 
elie but fo much of the life and operation of 
God found again in the foul. All the activity 
of man in the works of felf-denial, has no good 
in itfelf, but is only to open an entrance for the 
one only Good, the Light of God, to operate 


upon US. 


Hence alfo we may learn the reafon, why 
many people not only lofe the benefit, but are 
even the worfe for ali their mortifications. It is 
hecaufe they miftake the whole nature and worth 
of them. They practife them for their ows 
fakes, as things good in themfelves, they think 
#hem to be rea/ parts of holinefs, and fo ref 
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in them, and look no farther, but grow full of 
felf-efteem and felf-admiration, for their own 
progrefsinthem. This makes them feli-fuffia 
cient, morofe, fevere judges of all thofe that fall 
fhort of their mortifications, : 

And thus their /e/f-denials do only that for 
them, which indulgences do for other people ; 
they with{tand and hinder the operation of God 
upon their fouls, and inftead of being really felf:. 
denials, they ftrengthen and keep up the king» 

‘dom of /e/f, | : ) 

There is no avoiding this fatal etror, but by 
deeply entering into this great truth, that all our 
own activity and working has no good in it, 
can do no good tous, but as it leads and turns 
us in the beft manner to the Light and fpirit of 
God, which alone brings life and falvation into 
the foul. . Stretch forth thy hand, faid our Lord 
to the man, that had a withered hand; he did fo, 
and 7 was immediately made whole as the other. 

Now, had this man any ground for pride; or 
2 high opinion of himfelf, for the thare he had 
in the reftoring of his hand? Yet jutt fuch is 
our fhare in the raifing up of the fpiritual life 
within us. All that we can do by our own ac- 
tivity, is only like this man’s ftretching out his 
hand; the reft is the work of Chrift, the only 

Giver of life to the withered hand, or the dead 

foul. We can only then do living works, when 

we are fo far born again, as to be able to fay with 
the Apoftle, Yet mot L, but Chrift that liveth in 

‘mé. But te return, and further thew how th- 
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[ 42 ] 
foul that feels the call of God to repentance, 
is to behave under it, that this ftirring of the Di- 
vine Power in the foul may have its full effect, 
and bring forth the birth of the new man in 
Chrift Jefus. We are to confider it (as in truth 
jt is) as the Seed of the Divine Nature within us, 
that can only grow by its ows frrengto and union 
with God. It is a Divine Life, and therefore 
can grow from nothing but Divine Power. When 
the virgin Mary conceived the birth of the holy 
Jefus, all that fhe did towards it herfelf, was only 
this fingle at of faith and refignation to God: 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me 
according to thy word. This is all that we can 
do towards the conception of that new man that 
is to be born in ourfelves. Now this truth is 
eafily confented to, and a man thinks he be- 
lieves it, becaufe he confents to it, or rather, 
does not'deny it. But this is not enough, it is 
to be apprehended in a deep, full, and practical 
affurance,. in fuch a manner as a man knows 
and believes that he did not create the fears, or 
caufe life to rife up in himfelf. And then it 
isa belief that: puts the foul into a right flate, 
that makes room for the operation of God-upon 
it, *His light-then enters with full power into 
the foul, and his Holy Spirit moves and directs 
all that is done in it, and fo man lives again in 
God as 2 new creature. For this truth thus 
firmly believed, will have thefe two moftexcellent 
effects: Firff, it will keep the foul fixed, and 
continually turnedtowards God, in faith, prayer, 
defire, 
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cefire, confidence and refignation to him, for 
all that it wants to have done in it, and to it; 
which will be a continual fource of all divine 
virtués and graces. The foul thus turned -to 
God, muft be always receiving from him. It 
{tands at the true door of all divine communi- 
cations, and the Light of God as freely enters 
into it, as the Light of the /u# enters into the 
air, Secondly, It will fix and ground the foul 
in a true and lafting felf-denial. For by thus 
knowing and owning our own mothingne/s and 
inability, that we have no other capacity for 
good, but that of receiving it from God alone, /e/f 
is wholly denied, its kingdom is deftroyed; no 
room is left for fpiritual pride and felf-efteem ; 
we are faved from a pharifaical holinefs, from 
wrong opinions of our own works and good 
deeds, and from a multitude of errors, the mot 
dangerous to our fouls, all which arife from the 
fomething that we take ourfelves to be either in 
nature or grace. »But when we once apprehend 
but in fome degree the /] of God, and the 
nothingnefs of ourfelves, we have got a truth, 
whofe ufefulnefs and benefit no words can ex- 
prefs. It brings a kind of infallibility into the 
foul, in which it dwells; all that is vain, and 
falfe, and deceitful, is forced to vanith and fly be- 
fore it. When our religion is founded on-this 
rock, it has the firmnefs of a rock, and its 
height reaches unto heaven. The world, the 
flefh and the devil can do no hurt to it; all enc- 
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gies are known, and all difarmed by this great 
truth dwelling in our fouls. It is the know- 
dedge of the 4// of God, that makes Cherubims 
and Serapbims to be flames of Divine Love. For 
where this .47 of God is truly known and felt 
in any creature, there its whole breath and fpi- 
rit is a fire of love, nothing but a pure, difin- 
terefted love can rife up in it, or come from it, 
a love that begins and ends in God. And where 
this love is born‘in any creature, there a fera+ 
phick life is born along with it. For this pure 
love introduces the creature into the AZ of 
God, all that is in God, is opened in the crea- 
ture; it is united with God, and hath the life of 
God manifefted in it. 

There is but one falvation for all mankind, 
and that is the Life of God in the foul. God 
has but ove defign or intent towards all mankind, 
and that is to introduce or generate his own Life, 
Light, and Spirit in them, that all may be as fo 
many images, temples and -habitations of the 
Holy Trinity. This is God’s good will to all 
Chriftians, Fews, and Heathens. ‘They are all 
equally the defire of his heart, his light conti- 
nually waits for an entrance into aZ of them, his 
wifdom crieth, fbe putteth forth her voice, not 
here, or there, but every where, in all the ftreets 
of all the parts of the world, 

Now there is but ome poffible way for man to 
attain this falvation, or Life of God in the foul. 
There is not one for the Few, another for a 
Chriftian, 
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Chriftian, and a third for the Heather, No; God 
is one, human nature is one, falvation is one, 
and the way to it is ones and that is, the defire 
of the foul turned to God. When this defire is 
alive, and breaks forth in any creature under 
heaven, then the /oft freep is found, and the 
Shepherd hath it upon his fhoulders. Through 
this defire the poor prodigal fon leaveth his bu/ks 
and /wine, and haiteth to his Father ; ’tis becaufe 
of this defire, that the Father feeth the {on 
while yet afar off, that he runs out to meet him, 
falleth on his neck, and kiffeth him. See here 
how plainly we are taught, that no fooner is this 
defire arifen, and in motion towards God, but 
the operation of God’s Spirit anfwers to it, che- 
rifhes and welcomes its firff beginning, fionified 
by the Father’s feeing, and having compaffion 
on his fon, whilft yet afar off, that is, in the firt 
beginnings of his defire. hus does this defire 
do all, ic brings the foul to Ged, and God into 
the foul, it unites with God, it co-operates wit! 
God, and is one life with God. Suppofe this 
defire not to be alive, not in motion either in a 
Few or a Chriftian, and then all the facrifices, 
the fervice, the worfhip either of the /ew or 
the gofpel, are but dead works, that bring xo 
dife into the foul, nor beget any union between 
God and it. Suppofe this defire to be awakened, 
and fixed upon God, though in fouls that never 
heard either of the law or goipel, and then the 
divine Life, or operation of God enters into them, 
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and the new birth in Chrift is formed in thofe, 

that. never heard of his name. And thefe are 

they that {hall come from the eaff, and from the 

weft, and fit down with Abraham and \faac in 

the Kingdom of God. 

Oh my God, juft and good, how great is thy 
love and mercy to mankind, that heaven is thus 
every where open, and Chrift thus the common 
Saviour to all that turn the defire of their hearts 
to Thee! Oh fweet power of the Braifer of the 
ferpent, born in every fon of man, that ftirs 
and works in every man, and gives every man a 
power and defire to find his happinefs in God! 
© holy Jefus, heavenly Light, that lighteth every 
san that cometh into the world, that redeemeth 
every foul that followeth thy Light, which is 
always within him! O holy Trinity, immenfe 
Ocean of divine Love, in which all mankind 
live, and move, and have their being! None 
are feparated from Thee, none live out of thy 
Love, but all are embraced in the arms of thy 
Mercy, all are partakers of thy divine Life, the 
operation of thy Holy Spirit, as foon as their 
heart is turned to Thee! Oh plain, and eafy, 
and fimple way of falvation, wanting no fubtleties 
ef art or fcience, no borrowed learning, ‘no re- 
fnements of reafon, but all done by the fimple 
atural motion of every heart, that truly longs 
fter God. . For no fooner is the finite defire of 
he creature in motion towards God, but the 
nfinite defire of God is united with it, co-ope- 
rates 
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rates with it. And inthis united defire of God 
and the creature is the falvation and life of 
the foul brought forth. For the foul is thut out 
of God, and imprifoned in its own dark work. 
ings of flefh and blood, merely and folely be- 
caufe it defires to live to the vanity of this world, 
This defire is its darknefs, its death, its impri- 
fonment and feparation from God. 

When therefore the fir? [park of a defire af. 
ter God arifes in thy foul, cherith ir with al] thy 
Care, give all thy heart into it, it is nothing lets 
than a touch of the divine Loadftone, that is to 
draw thee out of the vanity of time, into the 
riches of eternity. Get'up therefore, and follow 
it as gladly, as the wife-men of the eaft followed ; 
the lar from heaven that appeared to them. It . 
will do for thee as the ftar did for them; it will 
lead thee to the birth of Jefus, not in a ftable at 
Bethlehem in Fudea, but to the birth of Jefus, in 
the dark center of thy own fallen foul. 

I fhall conclude this jirft part, with the words 
of the heavenly illuminated and blefied j vob 
Behmen. 

* It is much to be lamented, that we are {fo 
* blindly led, and the truth withheld from us 
through Imaginary conceptions ; for if the Dj- 
vine Power in the inward ground of the foul, 
was manifeft, and workine with its luftre ip 


“us, then is the whole tri-une God prefent in 


“the Jife and wil of the foul; and the hea- 
ven, wherein God dwelleth, is opened in the 
€ {A143} 
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foul, and there, in the foul, is the place 
where the Father begetteth his Son, and where 
the Holy Ghoft proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son. 

¢ Chrift faith, [ am the Light of the world, be 
that followeth me; waiketh not in darkne/s. He 
directs us only to himfelf, ie is the Morn- 
ing Star, and is generated and rifeth in us, and 
fhineth in the darknefs of our nature. O how 
great a triumph is there in the foul, when He 
arieels in it, then a man knows, as he never 
knew before, that he is a ftranger i in a foreiga 
land.’ 
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Luke ix. 23. And he faid to them all, If any Man will 
come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his Crofs 
daily, and follow me. For whofoever will fave his Life, 
fhall lofe it; but whofoever will lofe his Life for my fake, 
the fame fhall fave it. 
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ON THE 


NATURE or WAR, &c. 
‘sogidaie 


2 ‘|’ SHE two general views in which the 
uw , F 


y 4 fubject of this day’s thank {giving 
eae! can only be confidered, -are 
Dashes ; 


Firft, As an event that, in its 
caufe and confequences, is conneéed only with 
the prefent life; and being vifibly produced by 
the efforts of human wifdom and human ftrength, 
is the ground of human exultation and triumph. 
And, 

Secondly, As the fole and immediate work 
of ** THe LoRD THAT REIGNETH "a part 
of the adminiftration of that Merciful Provj- 
dence, which, through all the revolutions of 
difordered nature and difordered life, purfues 
but one invariable purpofe, the Redemption 
and Salvation of man. 

It would be needlefs to propofe the fubject, 
in the firlt view, to the confideration of true 
Chriftians; who know, with the fame certainty 
as they know their own exiftence, that human 
nature, left to itfelf, has no power but that of 
projucing mere evil; and that every thing with- 
Woe in 
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in it and without it that is either great or good, 


is the free gift of Grace, the unmerited bounty 
of Redeeming Love. But the true Chriftian 
Spirit being.almoft departed: from the earth, true 
Chriftian knowledge, as its infeparable compa- 
nion, is departed with it, and men feem to be 
cone back again to their old animal life: and 
tho’, in fpeculation and idea, they profefs an afient 
to the truths of Revelation; yet, in heart and 
practice, they are to apt to confider the courfe 
of all things as connected only with temporal good 
and evil, andthemfelves as the center and circum- 
ference, the firft caufe and the laft end of all; 
afcribing to human underftanding defigns which 
only Infinite Wifdom can form, and to human 
power events which Omnipotence only can 
roduce. 

Left, therefore, this leaven of darknefs, pride, 
and vanity, fhould have taken pofieffion and al- 
tered the frame and habit of our fpirits, it may 
not be improper to confider the fuccefs of War 
in the firft general view, as the vifible effect of 
human power, in which even the profefied Chrif- 
tian is fo apt_to glory as his own work. 

If the Chriftian, however, recolle&ts himfelf, 
he will find War to be a fad confequence of 
the apoftafy and, fall of man; when he was 
abandoned to the fury of his own Jufts and paf- 
fions, as the natural and penal effect of breaking 
Joofe from %he Divine Government, the funda- 
inental law of which is LOVE “ Thou fbalt 
Jove the Lorp thy Gop with all thy beart, 
** with 
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* with all thy foul, with all thy mind, and with 
“* all thy fivength; andthy rBLLOW-cREAT URE; 
** as thyfelf.” 
_ Sts James hath anfwered the queftion with re- 
{peé& to the caufe of War, in fo precife and des 
terminate a manner, as to preclude all difficulty 
and doubt about it: “ From whence conie wars 
** and fightings antong you,” fays he? “ Come they 
not hence, even of your lutts that war in your 
“* members? Ye kill, and defire to have, and can» 
** not obtain: ye fight and wars yet ye bave not, 
becaufe ye afk not,”—becaufe ye have no re= 
fpect to the will of “ raz LorD THAT REIGN 
“TH,” but, forfaking the Supreme Goo D, 
in whom alone your happinefs confifts, ye folloy 
an earthly and deceitful good, and think only of 
procuring it by your own power. “ %% w/, and 
““ receive not; becaufe ye afk amifs” —from a 
pretended refpect to “due Lord rHat 
REIGNETH,” but folely for animal and fenfual 
enjoyment, *¢ that ye may confume it upon your 
wis 

In this very explicit and true account, War, 
like all other evils, is defcribed as centering in 
itfelf; and the end of it, is declared to be the 
gratification of thofe very appetites and paflions, 
from which it derives its birth. And thus it ever 
was, and ever will be — for in his unhappy circle, 
which is, indeed, the great circle ofthe hiftory 
of man, the fatal mifchief proceeds War is the 
offspring of the infeparable union between the 
fentual and malignant paffions; War protraéte 
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toa certain period, neceffarily compels peace; 
peace revives and extends trade and commefce; 
trade and commerce give new life, vigour and 
{cope, to the fenfual and malignant paffions; and 
thefe naturally tend to generate another War. 
But War, confidered initfelf, is the premedi- 
tated and determined deftruction of human be- 
ings; of creatures originally ‘* formed after the 
“< image of God,” and whofe prefervation, for 
that reafon, is fecured by Heaven itfelf within 
the fences of this righteous law, that ‘at the 
‘© hand of every man’s brother, the life of mas 
foail be required.” And tho? this created image 
of the Holy Triune God mutt be owned to have 
been fo wretchedly defaced, as to retain but a ve- 
ry faint refemblance of its Divine original; yet, 
as the higheft inforcement of that heavenly law, 
which was publithed for the fecurity of life, it is 
noft gracioufly renewed by the Incarnation of 
the Son of God, and the Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghoft. PES 
Further: the confequences of War, when im- 
partially examined, will be found big, not only 
with outward and temporal diftrefs, but with 
an evil that extends where in the*darknefs and 
tumult of human paffions it is neither expected 
nor conceived to reach. That property 1s con- 
founded, feattered, and deftroyed; that laws 
are trampled under foot, government defpifed, 
and the tid@of all civil and domeftic order broken 
into pieces; that fruitful countries are made de- 
ferts, and ftately cities a heap of ruins; that 
matrons 
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matrons and virgins are violated; and-neither 
the innocence of unoffending infancy, nor the 
impotence of decrepit age, a protection from the 
rage and thirft for blood—is but the morta! pro- 
geny of this teeming womb of mifchief. ‘The 
wortt is {till behind—and tho? remote from thofe 
fenfes and paffions that are exercifed only by 
prefent good and evil, and, therefore, not the 
object of common concern; muft yet, upon the 
leaft recollection, imprefs with horrer every mind 
that believes there is a Righteous God, and a 
ftate of retribution that is to laft for ever. But 
what muft the Chriftian feel?__he, who knows 
that the fall of man is a fall from meeknefs, pu- 
rity, and love, into fenfuality, pride, and Wrath; 
that the Son of God became incarnate, and {uf- 
fered, and died, to reftore that firft life of meek- 
nefs, purity, and love; and that for thofe, in 
whom the reftoration of that life is not begun in 
the prefent ftate, the Son of God incarnate has, it 
is to be dreaded, fuffered and died in vain 
what, I fay, mutt he feel for thofe immorta] {pi- 
rits, that, in the earlieft dawn of their day of pu- 
rification,yare by hundreds and thoufands driven 
into eternity, in the bittéPnefs of enmity and 
wrath — fome inflamed with drunkennefj ; fome 
fired with luft; and all ftained with blood? In 
thofe direful confliats, which are maintained with 
fo much rage, that when the Vanquifhed ac lat 
retreats with the lofs of rwenry-vx0Uusanp 
HUMAN BEINGS, the Viétor finds he has pur- 
Chafed fome little advantage at the expence of 
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MORE THAN HALF THAT NUMBER *—= 
Heaven and earth! what a poffibility is here of 
a facrifice made to the prince of darkne/s, the firit 
and chief apeftate! who rejoices in beholding 
men, thro’ the abufe of thofe benefits which un- 
deferved Mercy ! er “t - 
ieferved Mercy has conferred upon them, trans 
formed into enmity and hatred of God and their 
brethren ; forfaken by God, and deftroying one 
another: and thus haftening once more into his 
horrid fociety; that having beén accomplices 
in bis rebellion: they may become partakers of 
his mifery and torment. 

Now, if the man of valour, whom confenting 
nations have dignified with the title of Hero, 
and the man devoted to the world, are atked, 
from whence this immortabmifchief,that may thus 
extend its influence into the regions of eternity, 
can proceed; what muft they antwer P__indeed, 
what can they anfwer, but that it is engendered 
by the iove of human glory —as vain a phantom 

| as 

* Swoutpert, in his Continuation of the, Hiftory of 
England, fpeaking of the battle of Cunersdorf, where the 
Prefiians attacked the Mufcovites in the year_1759, fays, 
‘«« "Phe carnage was truly horrible; above twa@lity thoufand 
“< Pruffians lay dead on the field. The lofs of the Ruflians 
‘© amounted to ten-thoufand, It muft be owned. that if the 
«* King was prodigal of his own perfon, he was likewife very 
“© free with the lives of his fubjeéts.” He adds: *‘ Thatatno 
“ time fince the days of ignorance and barbarity, have the 
‘© Hives of men been fquandered away with fuch profufion 
‘< as in the courfe of this German war. They have not only 
«« been unneceflarily facrificed in various exploits of no con- 
<« fequence, but they have been lavifhly expofed to all the 
“s rigour and diftemper of winter-campains, in defpite 
‘s of nature, and in contempt of humanity.” 
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as ever playd before a madman’s eye! by the 
luft of dominion; the avarice of wealth; and 
the infamous ambition of being dreaded as the 
conquerors and tyrants of mankind? Heaven 
preferve Britain from thefe, ** earthly, fenfual, 
** devili/>” motives—fo repugnant to the gene- 
rous, compaffionate, and forgiving temper, with 
which Redeeming Mercy has bleft ir, in union 
with the purer beams of heavenly light ; that light 
which is intended to remove all the darknefs of 
human corruption, and transform {elfith, fenfual, 
proud, and malignant fpirits, into Angels of 
patience, humility, meeknefs, purity, and love; 
the “‘ children and beirs of God, the brethren and 
<* joint beirs of Chrift!” 

But Britain, in the midft of thofe outward ad- 
vantages in which fhe is fo apt to place her con- 
fidence, muft not forget, that there is no pofiabi- 
lity. of being preferved from fuch principles, 
dreadful and deteftable as they are, but by the 
moft humble, affectionate, and conftant applica~ 
tion to and dependance upon “ tHe Lorp 
THAT REIGNETH,” that Gracious Power which 
firft plucked them from her breaft. It is, indeed, 
a ftanding obfervation among the prattlers of 
human philofophy, ‘¢that the mind muft be 
‘* very weak, that cannot bear a profperous con- 
** dition: * but where is the mind ftrong enough 
to bear it, that is not bleft from Asove with 
fomething better than profperity itfelf? That is 
not blefiednefs, which is fomething that can be 
feparated from the mind; much lefs that, which 
B may 
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may leave it miferable to all eternity; and leaft 
of all that, which may tend to make itthus mife- 
rable, by degenerating into a curfe. And this. is 
the, cafe of all external things that are called blef- 
fings; which, in their. own nature, are tem- 
porary and changeable, and in.their ufe and ap- 
plication may be perverted to the moft danger- 
ous and lafting evils: ‘¢ Jf ye will not lay it to 
“<< heart, to give glory unto my name, /aith the 
“* Lord of Hofts ;. I will even fenila cur{e upon you; 
“« and I will cuURSE YOUR BLSSINGS.” All 
external bleffings, whether national or perfonal, 
are curfes, when they become the fuel of the fen- 
fual and malignant fire in corrupt nature; when 
they not only alienate the mind from ‘* THE 
“© LorD THAT REIGNETH,” but madden it 
to impious rebellion and defiance againft him. 
From this view of war, begun trom human 
paffions, and carried on for human purpofes, for 
honour, dominion, trade, or fome other end that 
centers in the prefent life; itis evident, that the 
Chriftian can have no intereft in it: he cannot de- 
rive bleffing from its fuccefs, nor triumph and 
exult when to the fhort-fighted view of the hu- 
man mind, the appearance of fuccefs prefents it- 
felf; he knows, that the means are infinitely 
difproportionate to the end ; and his, Redeemer 
himfelf has declared, that “ al/ they that take the 
‘* fword,” inflamed by malignity, and feeking 
fome earthly and temporal good, ** /hall perifh 
** witb the fword.” But, without any circum- 
ftances of limitation, the fame Redeemer, in the 
Reve- 
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Revelation of his future judgments upon a fallen 
and obftinately evil world, has further declared, 
that ‘* be that leadeth into captivity, fall go into 
“* captivity; and he that killeth with the fword, 
<* muft be killed with the fword: Here is the trial 
‘* of the faith and patience of the faints,” who, 
being called to a {tate of fuffering, and treading 
in the foorfteps of their great Examplar, “* when 
“* they are reviled, revie not again; when they 
“* fuffer, threaten not; but commit themfelves to 
‘“¢ THE LORD THAT REIGNETH, to him that 
“* gudgeth righteoufly.” And to this folemn de- 
claration of righteous judgment, the penman of 
that awful book calls upon all mankind to attend, 
and fays, ‘* If any man have an ear,” an ear that 
is not totally deafened by the tumultuous paf- 
fions of nature, feparated from God, and turned 
wholly to itfelf, ** /et bim now bear,” let him 
now repent, and forfaking his own fenfual and 
malignant will, feek afterthe GOD eof PEACE 
and LO-V £, -and: live: 3 ! 

We will, therefore, turn our attention to the 
only light in which Succcefs in War can proper- 
ly be confidered by us; namely, As the fole 
work of “ THE LornD THAT REIGNETH”— 
a part of theadminiftration of thar Merciful Pro- 
vidence, which, thro’ all the revolutions of dif- 
ordered nature and difordered life, purfues but 
one invariable purpofe, the Redemption and Sal- 
vation of man. 

The diforders of nature and of life are wholly 
B 2, «tthe 
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the effects of fin; of a voluntary averfion and 
alienation from the life, light, and love of God, 
in perfect union with which, perfect purity, peace, 
and happinenefs are only to be found. Hence 
that difcordancy of the outward elements, which 
brings forth peftilence, famine, inundations, 
earthquakes, ftorms, and tempefts: hence, in the 


‘corporal part of the human frame, pain, ficknefs, 


and death; in the mental, fenfuality, pride, and 
malignity, including all the felfifh and wrathful 


paffions, that, between individuals, engender en- 


vy, hatred, injury, refentment and revenge, and 
between nations a peculiar kind of enmity and 
wrong that iffues in war. In the elements ftrife 
and evil will fubfift, ’till they are purified and 
united by the laft renovating fire; in man, ’till 
all the defigns of Grace are fully accomplifhed : 
but furrounded with evil as men are; and full 
of evil themfelves, what would become of the 
Whole wretched race at any given inftant of time, 
at'this very moment for example, if the effects of 
that evil were not continually fufpended and di- 
rected by Infinite Power, fo as to become con- 
tinually fubfervient to the purpofes of Infinite 
Wifdom, Righteoufnefs and Love, in Univerfal 
Redemption. 

The nature of that Redemption it would ‘be 
needlefs to mention, if in this age of levity we 
were not fo apt to forget it. It is, in general, 
a full reftoration of the life of God in the foul; 
that Life of Father Son and Holy Spirit, which 
was once the life and perfection of fallen angels 
and 
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and fallen man; which is and only can be the 
life and perfection ofall holy angels; and which 
the Son of God has been reftoring to human _na- 
ture from the time in which Adam fell. 

When the Son of God became incarnate, what 
was implied in this Redemption as the effect of 
its influence upon man, was fully evident from 
His dotrine and His life, namely, the conqueit 
and renunciation of the world, and the death of 
the will and all the appetites and paffions of fal- 
Jen animal nature, thro’ faith in HIS NAMB 
not an hiftorical and fpeculative faith, a meer ra- 
tional affent tothe truth of a well-attefted hiftory 
of facts und-doctrines; but a full, ardent, con- 
tinal defire- of the Lire or CHRIST, as begot- 
teh and formed in the foul by the continual ope- 
ration of the Floly Ghoft. Thus, what was at 
firft the Perfonal duties of fingle Chriftians, when 
they were fcattered over the face of the earth, 
and were only parts of different nations; became 
afterwards National duties, when whole nations 
became Chriftians.«If, therefore, ‘to Jove an ene- 
** my, to forgive him, do bim-good, anc pray for 
“° bim’’— it to ** overcome the world,’ whofe 


power confifts in “ the Juft of the flefh, the luft of 


“© the eye, and the pride of life” —are Chriitian 
Perfonal duties; if, to ‘* Jovethbe Lord our God with 
<¢ all our heart, with all our foul, with all our 
‘¢ mind, and with all our firength, and our fellow 
“¢ creatures as ourfelves,’—is the purity and per- 
fection of the Chriftian Perfonal life; the fame 
mutt alfo be true of Chriftian National life and 
duty: 
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duty : for a Chriftian nation differs no otherwife 
trom a Chriftian perfon, than as the whole differs 
from one of the parts of which it effentially con- 
fifts; and is only the aggregated body of thofe 
fingle perfons, on whom univerfally fuch duties 
are - enjoined, from whom univerfally fuch per- 
fection is required. 

Burt, to this perfect and heavenly life and duty, 
War is repugnant, in its caufe, in itfelf, and in 
its confequences: it can be but comparatively 
irrepugnant, with refpect to the degrees of its 
own evil; and the more or lefs it partakes of the 
malignity of animal paffions, and the fenfuality 
of animal views, the more-or lefs obnoxious muft 
it render a people to the fevere judgments of 
“THE LonRD THAT REIGNETH.” 
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from the Writinecs 
OF 


WILLIAM LAW, M.A. 


Fi AT grand enemy of mankind, the 

devil, is very juftly called in fcripture 

the prince and god of this world, for in- 
deed he has great power in it, many of its rules, 
and principles being invented by this evil {pirit, 
the father of all lies and falfhood, to feparate us 
from God, and prevent our return to happinefs : 
For, according tothe fpirit and vogue of this 
world, whofe corrupt air we have all breathed, 
there are many things that pafs for great and 
honourable, and moft defirable, which yet are fe 
far from being fo,’ that the true greatnefg and 
honour of our nature confifts in the not defiring 
them. Yo abound in wealth, to have fine houfes 
and rich cloaths, to be attended with {fplendor 
and equipage, to be beautiful in our pertons, to 
have titles of dignity, to be above our fellow- 
creatures, to be looked on with admiration, to 
overcome our enemies with power, to heep up 
treafures upon earth, toadd houfe to houfe and 
field to field, and delicht ourfelves in the mott 
coftly manner, thefe are the great, the honour- 
able, the defirable things, to which the fpirit of 
the world turns the eyes of moft people. And 
many a man is afraid of ftanding ftill, and not en- 
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gzging in the purfuit°of thefe things, left the 
fame world fhould take him for a fool. 

Yet the hiftory of the gofpel, is chiefly the hif- 
tory of Chrift’s conqueit.over this {pirit of the 
world, and the number of true Chriftians, is on- 
ly the number of thofe, who following the fpirit 
of Chrilt, have lived contrary to this fpirit of the 
world, 

This is the mark of Chriftianity, Whofoever 


_ #8 bore of God overccometh the world. 1 John v. 4. 


Set your affections on things above, and not om 
things on earth, for ye are dead, and your life 
is bid with. Chrifi in God. Col.iii. 2. Love 
not the world, nor the things of the world. If any 
stan love the world, the love of the Father is not in 
bim; for all that 1s inthe world, the luft of the flesh, 
the lufi of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the 
Father , but is of the world. 1 John ii. 15.. Kuow 
xe not that the friend/hip.of the world is enmity with 
God, whofoever. therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God. Jamesiv. 4. Be uot 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Rom. xii. 2. 

This is the language of the whole New- Tefta~ 
ment, You aré to be dead to the world, and to 
live a new life in Chrift Jefus our Lord. But not- 
with{tanding the clearnefs and plainnefs of thefe 
doctrines by which believers in Chrift are required 
thus to renounce the world, yet great part of the 
Chriftians live and die flaves to the cuftoms and 
tempers of the world. Leara of me, faith our 
blefied Saviour, for J ane meek and lowly in Marts 
an 
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and you foall find reft to your fouls. Matth, xi. ag: 
Now this meek, this lowly ftate, that conftitutes 
the true reft of the foul, cnnnot fubGft in any 
mind, but fo far as it is thus dead to the world, 
and has parted with all defires of enjoying all 
its riches, pleafures and honours. So that in or- 
det to be truly humble, you muft unlearn all 
thefe notions, which you have been all your life 
learning, from this corrupt fpirit of the world. 
You can make no ftand againft the affaults of 
pride, the meek affections of humility can have 
no place in your fouls, till you ftop the power of 
the world over you, and refolve againft a blind 
gbedience to its laws. And when you are once 
advanced thus far, as to be able'to ftand ftill ia 
the torrent’ of worldly fafhions, and opinions, 
and examine the worth and value of things, which 
are moft admired and valued in the world, you 
have gone a great way im the gaining of your 
freedom, and have laid a good foundation for the 
amendment of your heart. Think upon the rich, 
the great, and the learned perfons, that have 
made great figures, and been high in the efteem 
of the world; many of them died in your time, 
and yet they are funk, and loft, and gone, and as 
much difregarded by the world, as if they had 
been only fo many bubles of water, And is it 
worth your while to lofe the fmalleft degree of 
_ Virtue, for the fake of pleafing fo bad a matter, 
and fo falfe a friend, as the world is, Is it worth 
your while to bow the knee to fuch an idol, as 
C this 
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this,-that fo foon will have neither eyes, nor 
ears; nor a heart to regard you; inftead of 
fetving that great, and holy, and mighty God, 
that ‘will make all his fervants partakers of his 
own eternity. ity | | 
Our bleffed Saviour Jefus Chrift gave bim/felf 
for our fins, that be might deliver us from this pre- 
fent evil world. Gal. i. 4. Chriftianity therefore 
implieth a deliverance from this world; and he 
that profeffeth it, profefleth to live contrary to 
every thing, and every temper, that is peculiar to 
this evili'world. The Apottle John declareth this 
©ppofition to the world inthis manner: They are 
of the world, therefore [peak they of the world, and 
the world beareth them: We are of God, Sc. 1 John 
iv. ¢. This is the detcription of the followers of 
Chrift » and it‘is proof enough, that no people 
are to bé réckon’d Chriftians in reality, who in 
their hearts and tempers belong to this world. 


We know, faith the fame Apoftle, that we are of 


God, and the whole world lieth in wickedne/s. 
Chap. v. 19. Chriftians therefore can no farther 
know that they are of God, than fo far as they 
know they are not of the world, that is, that they 
don’t live according to the ways and fpirit of the 
world. ‘And he is only of God, or born of God, 
in Chrift Jefus, who has overcome this world, 
thatis, who has chofen to live by faith, and go- 
vern his ‘actions by the principles of a wifdom 
revealed: from God, ‘by Chrift Jefus. They are 
not of this world, as Lam not of this world, fays 
a our 
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our bleffed Saviour. This is the ftate of Chrifti= 


“anity with regard to this world, the profeffion of 
Chriftians requiring them to live as citizens of the 
new Jerufalem, and to have their converfation in 
heaven, If you are not thus out of, and contrary 
to the world, you want the diftinguifhing mark 
of Chriftianity ; you don’t belong to Chrift, but 
by being eut of the world, as he was.out of it, 


We may deceive ourfelves; if we pleafe, with’ 


vain, and foftning comments upon thefe words; 
but they are, and will be underitood in their firft 
fimplicity, and plainnefs, by every one that reads 
them in the fame fpirit, that our bleffed Lord 
{poke them. And to underftand them in any 
lower, lefs fignificant meaning, is to let carnal 
wifdom explain away that doctrine, by which it- 
felf was to be deftroyed. 

Our bleffed Saviour fuffered, and was a {a- 
crifice, to make*our fuffering, and facrifice of 
ourfelves fit to be received by God. And we 
are to fuffer, to be crucified, to die, and to rife 
with Chrift; or elfe his crucifixion, death, and 
refurrection will profit us nothing. The neceffity 
of this conformity to all that Chrift did, and 
fuffered upon our account is very plain from the 
whole tenor offcripture. Firff, As to his fuffer- 
ings, this isthe only condition of our being faved 
by them. Jf we fuffer with him, we fhall alfo 
reign With him. 2 Vim. ii. 11. Secondly, As to 
his crucifixion, Kxowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him. Rom. vi. 6. Here you fee 
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Chrift is not crucified in our ftead; but. unlefs 
our old man be really crucified with him, the 
crofs of Chrift will profit us nothing. Tbirdly, 
As to the death of Chrift, the condition is this: 
If we be dead with Chrift, we believe that we 
all alfo live with bim, vers §. If therefore 
Chrift be dead alone, if we are not dead with 
him, we are as fure from this feripture, that we 
fhall not live-with him. Lafly, As to the refur- 
rection of Chrift, the fcripture fheweth us, how 
we are to partake of the benefit of it: Jf ye be 
vifen with Chrift, feek thofe things which are 
above, where Chrift fitteth on the right band of God. 
Col. iii. 1. It was for this reafon, that the holy 
Jefus faid of his difciples, and in them ofall true 
believers, They are not of this world, as I am not 
of this world. Becaufe all true believers conform- 
ing to the fufferings, crucifixion, death, and re- 
f{urrection of Chrift, live no longer after the fpi- 
rit and temper of this world, but their life is hid 
with Chriftin God. This is the ftate of fepara- 
tion from the world, to which all orders of Chrif- 
tians are called. They muft fo far renounce all 
wordly tempers, be fo far governed by the things 
of another life, as to fhew, that they are truly 
and really crucified, dead, and rifen with Chrift. 
If any man be in Chrift he is a new creature, old 
things are paffed away, behold all things are be- 

come new. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
The ancient Philofophers began all their vir- 
tue in a total renunciation -of the fpirit of this 

: world; 
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world; they faw with the eyes of heaven, that 
darknefs was not more contrary to light, than 
the fpirit and wifdom of this world\was contrary 
to divine wifdom: Therefore they allowed of no 
progrefs in virtue, but fo far asa man had over- 
come himfelf, and the fpirit of this world. This 
gave a divine folidity to all their inftructions, and 
proved them to be mafters of true wifdom. But 
the doctrine of the crofs of Chrift, the laft, the 
higheft, the moft finifhing ftroke given to the 
fpirit of this world, that fpeaks more in one 
word, than all the philofophy of voluminous 
writers, is yet profefled by thofe, who arein more 
friendfhip with the world, than was allowed to 
the difciples of Pithagoras, Socrates, Plato or 
Epictetus. Nay, if thofe ancient Sages were to 
ftart up amonegft us with their divine wifdom, 
they would bid fair to be treated by the fons of 
the gofpel, if not by fome Fathers of the church, 
as dreaming Enthufiafts. But, this 1s a ftanding 
truth, the world can only love its own, and wil-~ 
dom can only be juftified of her children. .-The 
heaven-born Epictetus told one of his fcholars, 
That then he might firft look upon himfelf as having 
made fome true proficiency in virtue, when the 
world took bim for a fool; an oracle like thar, 
which faid, the wifdom of this world is foolifh- 
nefs with God. 

If you afk what is the apoftafy of thefe laft 
times, or whence is all the degeneracy of the pre- 
fent Chriftian church, it miuit be placed to a 
world- 
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world]y {pirit. If here you fee open wickednefs, 
there only form of godlinefs, if here fuperficial 
holinefs, political piety, there haughty fandtity, 
partial zeal, if almoft every where, you fee a 
Jewith blindnefs, and hardnefs of heart, and the 
church trading with, the gofpel, as vifibly, as the 
old Jews bought and fold beafts in their temple, 
al] this isonly fo many forms, and proper fruits 
of the worldly fpirit. This is the great net, with 
which the devil becomes a fifher of men; and 
be affured of this, that every fon of man isin this 
net, till through, and by the Spirit of Chrift he 
breaks out of it. I fay the Spirit of Chrift, for 
nothing elfe can deliver him from it. If you 
truft toany kind or form of religious obfervances, 
to any kind of learning, or effort of human pru- 
dence, and then I will tell you what your cafe 
will be, you will overcome one temper of the 
world, only and merely by cleaving to. another: 
kor nothing can overcome or renounce the world, 
but fingly and folely the Spirit of Chrift. Hence 
it is, that many learned men with all the rich 
furniture of their brain live and die flaves to the 
fpirit of this world, the Spirit of Chrift is. not 
the only thing that is the defire of their hearts, 
and therefore their Jearning only works in and 
with the fpirit of this world, and becomes itfelf 
no fmall parts.of the vanity of vanities, 

Would you know the evil nature and effect of 
a fpirit given up to the world, and not fubjected 
to the Spirit of Grace: you need only. pes at 
the 
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the bleffed effect of a continual ftate of watching, 
a continual humble application to Ged in the 
true fpirit of prayer, for the one goes downwards 
with the fame ftrength, as the other goes up- 
ward, ‘the one betroths, and weds to an earthly 
nature, with the fame certainty, as the other 
efpoufes, and unites to Chrift. The fpiric of 
continual watchings and prayer, is a prefling forth 
of the foul out of this earthly life, it is a ftretch- 
ing with all its defire after the life of God, itis 
a leaving as far as it can, all its own fpirit, to re- 
ceive a fpirit from above, to be one life, one 
love, one fpiric with Chrift in God. This prayer, 
which.is an emptying itfelf of all its own lufts 
and natural tempers, and an opening itfelf for 
the light and love of God to. enter into.it, is the 
prayer in the Name of Chrift, to which nothing 
is denied; for the love which God bears to the 
foul, is an eternal never ceafing defire to opea 
the birth of his holy word and fpirit in ir, and 
ftays no longer till thé door of the hearer open 
for Him; and nothing does or can keep God 
out of the foul, or hinder his union with ir, bue 
the defire of the heart turned from it. What the 
foul defireth, that is the fewel of its fire, and as 
its fewel is, fo is the flame of its life. As we fow 
we fhall reap; if to the fpirit, we fhall reap life 
and peace; if to the flefh, we thal! of the flefh 
reap corruption. Wherever and in whatioever 
the will chufeth to dwell and delicht, thar be- 
cometh the foul’s tood, its Cloathing and habita~ 
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tion, Since this is the cafe, -let us ftop a while, 
let our hearing be turned into feeling. Let us 
confider, whether there is any thing in life, that 
deferves a thought, but how to keep ina con- 
tinual {tate of watching and prayer, that we may 


attain to that purity of heart, which alone can 
fee, find and poffefs God. 





THOMAS '):H ARTIF 
IN HIS 
DISCOURSE on MISTAKES 
concerning RELIGION, &c, 


thus expreffeth bimfelf : 


HAT: caufe fhall we affign for the oppofi- 

tion to Gofpel-truths that appears amongft 
us, and for that diflike to thofe, who urge the 
neceffity of regeneration and of the fpiritual life> 
The true reafon is nigh at hand, tho’ others are 
pretended: Such doctrines are contrary to the 
maxims and principles that govern the hearts and 
conduct of the children of this generation, are at 
variance with the falfe interefts of flefh and blood, 
declare open war again{ft the kingdom of Self, 
and {trike at every thing that is moft near and 
dear to corrupt nature; and therefore carnal men 
of every denomination think. themfelves con- 
cerned in character to oppofe and difcredit fucha 
kepre- 



























































reprefentation of Chriftianity. They ‘can be 
zealous for opinions, forms, and an external wor- 
fhip of any kind, becaufe they leave them in quiet 
pofieffion of their ambition, their covetoufnefs, 
their love of themfelves, and their love of the 
world: They can readily take up a profeffion of 
faith in a fuffering Saviour, nay bring themfelves 
to truft in an outward covering of his Merits and 
Righteoufnefs for Salvation, becaufe this cofts 
them nothings but to be cloathed with his fpirit 
of humility, poverty and felf-denial; ta. re- 
nounce their own wills in his lowlinefs, meek- 
nefs, and total refignation to the will of God, 
to mortify the flefhly appetites; to be crucified 
to the world; to ftrip themfelves of al! com- 
placency and fatisfaction in thofe endowments, 
whether natural.or acquired, which appear great 
and glorious in the eyes both of themfelves and 
others; and, in a word, to take up their crofs, 
and nakedly follow a naked Chrift in the regene- 
ration: ‘Phefe aré hard fayings, they cannot 
bear them : But wifdom is juftified of her children: 
unacceptable as thefe doctrines are to others, yet 
to them, and in then} too, they are the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God. It was by fuch 
foolifhnefs of preaching that Chrift’s kingdom 
firft prevailed over the kingdoms of this world; 
and it muft be by the fame doctrine, under the 
influence of the fame fpirit, thar we can only 

hope for its continuance to the end of it. 
‘Khe way to amy good degree of perfection in 
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the divine life, lies thro’ great mortification and 
felf-denial.: Some think it enough to get doctrines 
into the head; but, till.the heart is in fome.mea- 
{ure purified by faith, nothing is rightly, done: 
and in order to this, the children of Anak, (thofe 
corrupt paffions and inclinations that war againft 
the foul) muft be driven, out, the perverfenefs of 
the will broken, the underftanding fimplified, 
the pride of our hearts pluckt up by the roots, 
and all the cords.that bind us to the world, and 
the thingsjof it, untwifted; in a word, our idols 
muft, be caft out, and every curfed thing re- 
moved that feparates betwixt God and us; for the 
pure in heart, and they only, fhall fee God. It 
was. by this kind .of holy. violence. practifed on 
themfelves, that the worthies both of the Old and 
New. Leftament, in all.ages of the church, have 
Jaid hold on the kingdom of heaven, been favoured 
with fuch rich communications from God, and 
enabled to work fuch wonders as. furpafs the be- 
lief of many in this degenerate incredulous age: 
And that a preparatory difcipline of ftrictnefs 
and feverity is. neceflary. in order to qualify ua 
for any extraordinary vouchfafements of illumi- 
nation.and grace, we may. learn from the {chools 
infticuted among the Jews for the training up of 
pertons for the prophetic office, where they were 
educated in great abftraCtion from the world, in 
the government of their paflions, and the mor- 
tification of their natural propenfions, that being 
fo difengaged from the commom impediments of 
a holy 
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a holy life, they might be more at liberty for 
devotion and the contemplation of heavenly 
things, and by fuch previous exercifes become 
fit inftruments for the Holy Spirit, and more 
receptive of heavenly wifdom. Thus came they 
out holy enthufiafts, men of God furnifhed to 
every good word and work, {cribes well -in- 
ftructed unto the kingdom of heaven, and fear- 
lefs of giving offence in the way of duty, even 
before kings, being no lefs qualified for reprodf 
and correétion, than for do¢trine and inftruétion 
in righteoufnefs : patterns thefe for all perfons of 
a religious character, whether they live in’ col- 
leges or in kings houfes ; whether they attend on 
thofe who go cloathed in purple and fine linnen, 
and fare f{umptuoufly every day, or ate called | 
forth to a more promifcuous employment of 
their office; for tho’ the difpenfation of prophecy, , 
as it refpects the foretelling future events, has 2 

long time ceafed in thechurch, yet the chara@ter of 
prophets.in the capacity of declarers of God’s word i 
and will, and as denouncers of his judgments on j 
all impenitents, even’ the moft dignified’ of- 
fenders, is never to ceafe in it, neither is the Lord’s 
hand fhortned that it cannot extend comfort and a 
courage, light and direction for thefe purpofes 
now as formerly: But, alas! our hearts are ftrait- 
ned that they cannot receive it as they ought, 
and we are fo entangled, as to many of us, with 
fuch an evil covetoufnels after the things of this 
life, fo ftudious to feek the honour that cometh 
D2 of 
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of man, moré than the honour that cometh of 
God, that we want boldnefs to hold thefaith of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift without refpect of perfons: 
For let men be never fo highly titled or charac- 
tered, let ‘their pretenfions to learning be what 
they will, and their acquaintance with creeds, 
canons and commentators never fo extenfive, 
yet fo long as they continue men ef this world, 
and follow the things of it, fo long as their af- 
fections are fet on things beneath, and their hearts 
unfurrendered to God, they are not better chan 
dry bonesias to the divine life, without matrow 
or moifture; and as they cannot in fuch a ftate 
receive the things of the Spirit of God, not have- 
ing {piritual fenfes exercifed thereto, fo will thefe 
things of courfe appear foolifhnefs unto them in 
others, and they will fpeak evil of that’ which 
they know not. It is from a revival of the fpirit 
of true Chriftianity in the hearts of men‘ alone, 
that we can hope to fee peace reftored’ on earth 
among .the divided churches of Chriftendom. 
Whilft religion refides only in the 'reafoning part 
of man, it is tintured: with all the prejudices 
and paffions of his nature, and his reafon will be 
ready, to plead for, or againft the truth, as in- 
tereft or education fways him: But the 
wifdom that .is from above is firft pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, and without 
partiality; for the fame good fpirit that en- 
lightens the underftanding, cleanfes the heart of 
all 
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all bittermefs, malice, and hypocrify, and there- 
fore operates by purenefs, by knowbledge, by 
love unfeigned. 7 

A party-{pirit, whether it be in religion or 
politics, proceeds from littlenefs of mind and 
narrowne(s of heart, it puts out both the eye of 
the judgement and the eye of charity, and fo hin- 
ders us from feeing the brighteft excellence in 
gur neighbour that is not juft as high or low as 
ourfelves; as1 heard a man of learning once fay, 
that he could not allow Milton’s Paradife Loft to 
be a good book, becaufe written by an Oliverian, 
But the Chriftian knows no fuch ftraitneis; for 
his bowels are enlarged towards all that will 
come within the embraces of his charity, which 
is as wide as the eaft is from the weft. He can- 
not wrangle and hate about differences of opinion, 
for he is got above them; his call, his univerfal 
call is love, and-he has adopted for his motto that 
faying of Luther: /# whowfoever I fee any thing 
of Chrift, bim I dove. In this man, wherefoever 
he lives, and by what name foever he is called, 
the kingdom of Chriftis come: and of fuch hea- 
venly men and women it will confift in that en- 
larged glorious ftate of it which we are given to 
look for: And what, if it be already begun on 
earth ! : 

*¢ The one true church of Chrift is the com- 
** munion of faints, and charity; true charity, 
“* i.e. the love of Chrift is the life and foul of it: 
‘© Js then the love of God fhed abroad in our 
¢ hearts 
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hearts, and have we fervent charity: among 
ourfelves?. For, be it known of a truth, that 
as much as we pofiefs of this. heavenly: trea+ 


fure, fo: much have we of Chriftianity, and no 


more ;:and that without it, all zeal for -reli- 
gion is: but contention; all modes of worthip 
but boenaatitys and all padtenies but vain 
opinion, 
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Chriftian Piety, &c. 


LL the mifery and difttefs of human 
nature, whether of body or mind) is 
wholly owing to this caufe, That God 

is not in man; nor man in God, as the ftate of 

his nature requires: It is becaufe man has loft 
that Girt Life of God in his foul, in and for 
which he was created: He loft this Life, and 





Light, and Spirit, by turning his imagination, “4 
will and defire; into a tafting and fenfibilicy of 


the good and evil of this earthly world. Peat 
_ There are two things raifed up In man in-= 
ftead of the Life of God; jirft, Self, or felfith- 
hefs, brought torch by his chufing to have a 
will and-wifdom of his own, contrary to the 
will and inftruétion of God his Creator. Sé- 
condly, An earthly; beftial, mortal life and 
body, brought forth by his eating that food 
which was poifon to his paradifical nature: 
Both thefe muft therefore be removed; that is, 
aman mutt firft die totally to felf; and to all 
earthly defites, views and intentions, before he 
€an be again in God, as his nature and farft 
ereation require. 
[f this be a 
That man; fo long as he is a felfith, eart 
Piney. minded 
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minded creature, muft be deprived of his true 

life, the Life of God, the Spirit of Heaven in 

his foul; what milery, nay, what: a curle is 

there in every thing, that nourifhes and grati- 

fies our Selftlove, Self-efteem and Self-feeking, 

and what life is fo much to be dreaded as a life 

of worldly eafe and profperity? On the other 

hand, what happineis, is there in all outward 

and inward troubles and diftrefles, when they 

force us to feel and know the hell that is hidden 
within us, and the vanity of every thing without 
us; when they turn all our Self-love into Self- 
abhorrence, and force us to-call upon God to fave 
us from ourfelves, and to give us a new Life, 
new Light, and new Spirit in Jefus Chrift. 

«© Oh happy famine! might the poor prodi- 
<< oal have weil faid, which, by reducing me to 
‘¢ the neceflity of afking to eat hufks with fwine, 
«© brought me to my felf, and caufed my return 
‘< to my firft happinefs in my father’s houfe.”’ 
In like manner may be faid to him who feels the 
deepeft diftreffes, inwardly, darknefs, heavinefs} 
and confufion of thoughts and paflions; ‘out- 
wardly, ili ufage from friends, relations, and the 
world, unable to ftrike up the leaft fpark of light 
or comfort, by any thought or reafoning of iis 
own; Oh happy famine! which leaves you not 
fo much as the hufk of oné human comfort to 
feed upon, for this is ‘the time and place for al! 
that good and falvation to happen to you, whi 
happened/to the prodigal fon; your way is 2: 
fhort, and your fuccels as certain as his was; you 
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have no more to do than he had 5 you need not 
call for books and methods of devotion; for ig 
fuch a ftate, much reading and berrowed prayers 
are not your beft method: All that you are to 
offer to God, all that is to help you to find him 
to be your Saviour and Redeemer, is bet taught 
an@eexprefled by the dittrefled ftate of your heart: 
Only let your diftrefs make you feel and ac- 
knowledge this twofold truth: jirft, That of 
yourlelf, you are nothing but darknefs, vanity 
and mifery ; fecoudly, That of yourtelf, you can 
ho More help yourlelfto light and comfort, than 
you can create an angel. People at alltimes can 
{eem to affent to thefe two truths; but then it is 
an afleat that has no depth or reality, and fo of 
little ufe; but your condition wil] open your 
heart fof a deep and full conviétion of thefe 
truths : Now give way, I befeech you, to this 
conviction, and then you are the prodigal come 
to yourlelf, and above HALF THE WaQRK Is 
DONE, 

Being in full poffeffion of thefe two truths, 
and feeling them in the fame degree of certain- 
ty as you feel your own exiftence, you are, un- 
der this fenfibility, to give up yourtelf abfolutely 
and entirely to God in Chritt Jefus, as into 
the hands of in&nite love; firmly believing this 
great and infallible truth, that God has no will 
towards you but that of infinite love, and infi- 
nite defire to make you a partaker of his divine 
Hatures and thar it is as abfolutely impoffible 
for the Father of our Lord Jefus Chritt to re- 
Ay 3 fufe 
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As 
fufe you all that good and falvation you want, 
as it is for you to take it by’your own power. 
Oh drink deep of this cup! for the precious wa- 
ter of eternal jife is in it. Turn unto God with 
this faith; caft yourfelf into this abyfs of loves 
and then you will be in that ftate the prodigal 
was in, when he faid, [ will arife and go t®my 
Father, and will fay unto him, Father, I bave 
finned againft heaven, and before thee, and am n6 
more worthy to be calledthy fom, and then all that 
which is related of him, will be fulfilled in you. 
Make this therefore the twofold exercile of 
our heart; wow, bowing yourfelf-down before 
God, in the deepeft fenfe and acknowledgment 
of your own nothingnefs and vilenefs; ther, 
looking up unto God in faith and love, confider 
him as always extending the arms of his mercy 
towards you, and full of an infinite defire to 
dwell in you, as he dwells in the Angels in heaven : 
Content yourfelf with this inward and fimple 
exercife of your heart for a while, and feek or 
jike nothing in any book, but that which nou- 
rifhes and {trengthens this ftate of your heart. 
Come unto me, {ays the holy Jefus, all ye that 
labour, and are beavyladen, and I will refrefo you s 
here is more for you to live upon, more light for 
your mind, more of unction for your heart, than 
sa volumes of human inftruétion; pick up the 
words ofthe holy Jefus, and beg of him to be 
the life and light of your foul: love the found 
of his name, for Jefus is the /ove, the /weetne/s, 
the compafionate goodnefs of God himlelf, 
which 
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which became man, that fo man might have 
power to become the Sons of God; love, and 
pity, and with well to every foul in ‘the worlds 
dwell in love, and then you dwell in God; hate 
nothing, but the evil that ftirs in your heart. 
Teach your heart this prayer, till it conti- 
nually faith, though not with outward: words 5 
* O Holy Te fus, meek Lamb of God, Bread 
** that came down from heaven, Light ‘and 
“© Life of all holy fouls, help me to a true and 
** living faith; Oh dothou open thyfelf within 
¢* me, with all thy holy nature, fpirit, tempers 
‘* and inclinations, that I may be born again‘of 
‘* thee, a new creature, quickened and revived, 
*¢ Jed and governed by thy Holy Spirit.” 
Prayer fo practifed becomes the /ife of the 
foul, and the true food of eternity: Keep in this 
{tate of application to God, and then you will 
find it to be the true way of rifing out of the va- 
nity of time into the riches of eternity. | 
We mufit not always look for the fame degrees 
of fervour; the matter lies not there; nature 
will have its fhare; but the ups-and-downs of 
that are to be overlooked, whilft the will and 
fpirit are good, and fet right, for the changes 
of animal fervour leffen not our union with God. 
It is the aby{s of the heart, an unfathomable 
depth of eternity within us, as much above fen- 
fible fervour, as heaven is above earth; itis this 
that works our way to God, and unites with 
him: this isthe divine nature and power within 
us, which never calls upon God in vain, but 
whether helped or deferted by bodily fervour, 
A A pe- 
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penetrates through all outward nature, as eafily 
and effectually as our thoughts can leave our 
bodies, and reach into the regions of eternity. 

The poverty of our fallen nature, the depraved 
workings of flefh and blood, the corrupt tem- 
pers of our polluted birth in this wérld, do us 
no hurt, fo long as the fpirit of prayer works 
contrary to them, and longs for the firft birth of 
the light and fpirit of heaven. All our natural 
evil ceafes to be our own evil, as foon as our will 
and {pirit turn from it; it then changes its na- 
ture, lofes all its poifon and death, and only be- 
comes our holy crofs, on which we happily die 
from felf and this world into the kingdom of 
heaven; +) | 

Let us therefore continually confider God, as 
the greateft love; his eternal unchangeable will, 
as the greateft good and bleffing to every crea- 
ture; and thatall the mifery, darknefs and death 
of fallen angels and fallen man, confifts in their 
having loft their likenefs to this divine nature: 
Let us alfo confider ourfelves, and all the fallen 
world, as having nothing to feek or with for, 
but by the fpirit of prayer to draw into our fouls 
rays and {parks of the divine, meek, loving, ten- 
der nature of God: Laftly, let us confider the 
holy Jefus, as the gift of God to our fouls, to 
begin and finifh the birth of God within us, in 
{pite of every inward and outward enemy. Thefe 
three infallible truths, heartily embraced, and 
miade the nourifhment of our fouls} fhorten and 
fecure the way to heaven, and leave no room for 
error, fcruple or delufion, Ex- 


























































Expect no light, life or comfort, but from the 
Spirit of God dwelling ae manifefting his own 
goodnefs in your foul: The beft of men and the 
bet of books can do us gaod only fo far as they 
turn us from themfelves and every human com- 
fort, to feek, and have, and receive every kind 
of good irom God alone; not a diftant, nor an 
abieat God, but from him who lives, and moves, 
and works in the fpirit of our a ules: Th 1ey never 


find God, who fe. arch for hi pEby reafoning and 
fpecblation for fince G Bai is the higheft Spirit 
r } 


and the higheft Life, eas but che <e {pirit 
and a like life can unite with him, find, feel or 
know any thing of him: Hence itis; that faith, 
and hope, and love turned towards God, are the 
poly poffible and alfo infallible means of obtain-~ 
ing a true and living knowledge of him: And 
the reaion is plain, becaufe by thefe holy tem- 
pers, which are the workings of his Life and 
Spirit within us, we feek the God of Life , where 
he is, we call upon vache with his own voice, we 
draw near him by his own Spirit; for nothing 
can breathe forth faith, and hoe, and hope to 
God, but that Spirit and Life whichare of God, 
and which through flefh and blood, thus preis 
towards him, and readily unite with him: 
There is not a more clear truth than this, 
That neither reafont img nor learning can ever in- 
troduce a {park of Hedin into our fouls; and 
if this be true, we have nothing to fe ek, nor any 
thing to fear from reafon: Lz ife and (Ne ath are 
the thine 


eens Re Avan roe ar ee on eee 
7S 1 Quchwion, ELICY are } 
iw a d 


ie! t! r of then kh 


ye 
Ene 









































Sel 


Auvae vy 


the growth of reafon or learning, but each of 
then: is a ftate of the foul, and thus differ, Death 
is the want, and Life is the enjoyment of its 
higheft good. Reafon therefore and learning 
have no power here, but by their vain activity 
to keep the foul infenfible of that life and death, 
one of which ts always growing up in it, accord- 
ing as the will and defire the heart worketh: 
Add reafon to a J eaeeula ha you add nothing 
to its life or death: its life or fruitfulmefs lieth 
o the foundnefs of its root, and the goodnefs 
adie foil, and the ftrength it derives from 
air and light. Heaven and hell grow thus in 
the foul af every man; his heart is the root; if 
that be turned from evil, it is like the plant in 
a good foil; when it hungers and thirfts after 
the divine life, it then, by the {pirit of. prayer, 
infallibly draws the Light and Spirit of God 
into it, which are infinitely more ready and 
willing to live and fructify in the foul, than light 
and air to enter into the plant; for the foul 
hath its being and life for no other end-but that 
the tri-une God may manifeft the riches and 
power of his own’ life in it. 
' When therefore it is the one ruling, never- 
eeafing defire of our hearts, that God may be 
the beginning and end, the reafon and motive, 
the rule and meafure of our doing or not doing, 
from morning to night; then every where, 
whether foeaking er filent, whether inwardly of 
outwardly employed, we are equally offered upto 
God, have our life in him, and from him; and 
are 














































pi ne of Prayer which 
he f{tren: oth and fe- 


are united to him by that S 
is the comiort, the Cala, 
curity of the foul: For this ae t of Praye 
let us willingly give up all chat we inherit nate 
our fallen father, to be all vibainted and thir ff af- 
ter God, to have no care or thought , but how 
to be wholly his Gevored in PURE RES. th 
where-and in every thing, his adoring, th ank- 
ful, joyful fer vant. 

Let us have eyes fhut, and ears {topped to 
every thing, that is not a ep in that ladder 
that heeuee lear earth to heaven: To help us 
forward, reading is good, bearing is g00d, con- 
ver{ation and meditation % are good 3 “but Hen 
they are only good at times and occafions, ina 
certain degree, and muit be ufed aad bavetied 
with fuch caution, as wé eat, drink and refrefh 
ourfelves, or they will | reals forth in us the fruits 
of intemperance: But the Spirit of Prayer is for 
all times and all occafions; it is a lamp to he 
always burning; a light to be ever fhining; 
every thing calls for it, ever y thing is to be 
done in it, and coverned Ey it; becauf 
and means, and | wills the abfolute ener of the 
foul, not in doing.this or that, but wholly an i 
inceflantly given up to Gad, to be and do what, 
and where, foe when he ahaa 

This ftate of abfolute refignation, naked.faith, 
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and pure Love of God, is if higheft perfection, 


and moft purified life of thote, who are Chriftians 
indeed ; bad is neither more or Jefs than what 

« |} aft; Panpemear AAR WA } Ar 3 1% 6 24 
our blefled Redeemer has called and qualthed 
Us 





pine. a 
us to afpire after in thefe words, Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done in eavth as it is in heaven, 
It is to be fought tor in the fimphicity of a little 
child, without being captivated with any myfte- 
rious depths or heights of {peculation; without 
coveting any knowledge, or wanting to fee any 
ground of nature, grace or creature, only fo 
far as they bring us néarer to God, force us te 
renounce and forget every thing far him, to do 
every thing m him, with him, and for him; 
and to give every breathing, moving, ftirring, 
intention and defire of our foul, {pirit and life 
to him, 

_ Let every creature have your love: Love, 
with its fruits of patience, meeknels, bunulity, 
gentlene/s, joy, is all we can'with to ourfelves 
and our fellow-creatures; for this is to live to 
God, united to him, both for time and eternity, 

To defire to communicate good to ever 

creature, in the degree we can, and it is capable 
of receiving from us, is a divine temper, for thus 
God itands unchangeably difpofed towards the 
whole creation; but as we value the peace which 
God has brought forth by his Holy Spirit in us, 
as we continually defire to be taught by an 
unction from above, let us net willingly enter 
into difputes with any about the truths of fal- 
vation; but give them every help, except that 
of debating with them; for no man has a fitnefs 
for the light of the gofpel, till he finds an hun- 
ger and thirft for fomething better than that, 
which he/is and has by nature: Yet we ought 
NOt 































not to check our inclinations to ‘help others i 
every way we can, only let us do what we dts ag 
a work of God; and then, whatever may be fe 
event, we fhall have sealten to be content with 
the {uccefs God gives to it. He that hath ears 
to hear, let bim he: ar; may be enough for us, as 
it was for our blefied Lord. The next thing 
that belongs to us, which is alfo Godlike, is a 
true unfeigned patience and meeknéfs, fhewing 
every kind of f good- “wipe thofe, who turn a deat 
ear towards, us; and looking upon it to be as 
contrary to God’s method, ‘and the good ftate 
of our own fouls, to difpute with any man in 
contentious words, as to’‘fight with him in de- 
fence of gofpel truths. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are kgavy 
laden, and I will refrefo you, faith our oe 
Lord; and again, he faith by Saint Fobn, I 
will give unto bim that is athirft, of the fountain 
of the water of life freely; he called none elfe, 
becaufe no one elfe hath-ears to hear, or a i 
to receive the truths of redemption. 

Every man is a vain difpucer til fomethin 
has difturbed his ftate and awakened a fenfibilit 
of his own evil and miferable nature; we are.all 
of us afraid both of inward and outward diftre (a: 
and yet till diftrefs comes, our life is but a 
dream, and we have no awakened feeling os of 
our ow true ftate. 

We are apt to confider parts and abilities, as 
the proper qualifications ne the reception ze 

divine truths; and to wonder, that a perfon of 
anne 
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a fine underftanding fhould not immediately 
embrace juft and folid doftrines: But the matter 
is quite otherwife; had man kept pofieflion of 
his firit glorious ftare, there had been no foun: 
dation for the gofpel redemption, and thé 
doctrine of the Crois muft have appeared quite 
unreafonable to be prefied upon him; and there- 
fore, fays our Lord, Yo the poor is the gofpel 
preached , it 1s folely to them, and to none elfe; 
that is, to poor fallen gaan, who has loft all the 
true natural riches and creatne{s of his divine 
life, to him is the gofpel preached; but if man 
feels and knows nothing of this poverty of his 
nature, he is not the perion to whom the gofpel 
belongs; it has no more fuitablenefs to his ftate; 
than it. had to man unfallen; and then, the 
@reater his parts and abilities are, the better is 
he qualified to fhew the folly of every doétrine, 
of which he has no want; and (being ignorant 
of the depth of his heart) to glofs over the ne- 
cefities and infirmities of his nature. 

Such a man, though he knows it not, is as 
yet only at play and paftime-in a matter of eter- 
nal confequence, pleafing himfelf with fuppofed, 
deep enquiries after {trict truth, whilft heats only 
{porting himfelf with lively, wandring images 
of this or that, juit as they happen to ftart up 
in his mind; but till he fees himielf in the ftaté 
of the prodigal fon, and feels himfelf thatvery 
perfon there recorded, he cannot fee the fitnels 
of that redemption, which the infinite love of 
God offers to him: Such an one, alas! is rich, 
he 
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he is found, light is in his own power, goodnefs 
is in. his own poffeffion, and eternal Jife withia 
his own reach; he feels no diftrefs or darknefs, 
but has a crucible of reafon and judgment, that 
on every occafion feparates gold from drofs; 
therefore he muft be left to his own E£lyfium, till 
the tender mercy of God awakens him by other 
methods than argument and difputation. 

Let Us beware alfo of the religious Pharifee, 
who raves again{t fpiritual religion, becaufe it 
touches the very heart-f{tring of all fy ftematical 
divinity, and fhakes the very foundation of 
every Babél in every Chriftian country y for not 
a fyftem of divinity, fince fyftems were in being, 
whether Popifh or Proteftant, deferves a bet- 
ter name, 

All preachers of the true, fpiritual myftery, 
of a birth, light and life from above, in and 6 
Jefus Chrift,ever were, and will be treated by 
the reigning, fafhionable orthodoxy, as enemies 
to the letter and ordinances of the gofpel; in 
like manner as the prophets inthe Feewi/b church 
(who were the myitic preachers of that difpen- 
fation) were defpifed and condemned, for call- 
ing people to a {piritual meaning of the dead! 
letter, to a holinefs infinitely greater than that, 
which they placed in outward facrifices, forms 
and ceremonies. | 

Whoever he be that has any fituation of his 
own to defend, be it tharof a celebrated preacher 
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a champion for received orthodoxy, a head, a 
leader or follower of any feét 
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culdr methed, or that feems, both in: his ows 
eyes, or in the eyes of others, to have made him- 
{elf fienificant in any kind of religious dittinction; 
every tuch perfon fooner or later will find, that 
he has much of that very fame to give up, which 
hindered the zealous and eminently religious 
Pharifee from converting to Chrift in the {pirit 
of a little child. 

Nor doth it help the matter, that fuch an one 
abounds with piety and excellency; for St. Paal 
was governed by a fies of great piety, great 
excellency and zeal for God, when he was per- 
fecuting the difciples of Chrift. He fays of 
himfelf, That he /:ved in all good confcience, as 
touching the law blamele{s, and according to the 
firaitest fect of the Fewifh religion: for the .Pha- 
rilees, though many of them had all that hy- 
pocrify and rottennefs which Chrift laid to their 
charge, yet as a fect hey were an order of moft 
Poicted and refplendent fanctity ; ; and yet the 
more earne{t, and upright they were in this kind 
of zeal forygoodnefs, the more earneftly they op- 
pofed and condemned the heavenly myftery of 
a new life from Chrilt, as appears from St. Paul. 

This fect of the Pharifees did not-ceafe, with 
the Fe wif church, it only loft its old name, it 
is {till in being, and fprings now in the fame 
manner from ea 1e gofpel, as it did then from 

the law; it has the fame place, lives the fame 
life, does the fame work; minds the fame things, 
has the fame goodnefs at heart, has the fame 
religious honour, and claim: to piety, in the 
Chrif- 





















































Chriftian, as it had in the Fewi/o church; and 
as much miftakes the depths of the my ftery 
of the gofpel, as that fect miftook the myftery 
fignified by the letter of the Law and the 
Prophets. 

lt would be eafy to fhew in feveral inftances, 
how the leaven ofthat fet works amonett us, 
jut as it did among them: Have any of the 

‘rulers believed on him? was the orthodox quef- 
tion of the antient Pharifees. Now we Chrife 
tians readily and willingly condemn the weak- 
nefs and folly of that queftion; and yet who 
does not fee, that, for the moft part, both prieft 
and people, in every Chriftian country, live 
and govern themfelves by the folly and weak- 
nels of the very fame fpirit which put that 
queftion: for when God, as He has always 
done from the beginning ‘of the world, raifes 
up private and illiterate perfons, full of light 
and wifdom from above, fo as tobe able to die 
cover all the workings of the myftery of ini- 

quity, and to open the ground, and truth, and 

abfolute neceflity of fuch an inward Spirit and 

Lite of Chrift revealed in us, as time, carnal 

wifdom, and worldly policy have departed 

from; when all this is done, by the weakeft 
inftruments of God, in fuch a fimplicity and 
fulnets of demonftration as may be juttly deemed 
amiracle; do not Clergy and Laity get rid of 

it all, though ever fo unanfwerable, merely b 

the ftrength of the Pharifees good old queftion, 

faying with them, “ Flave any of the Rulers 
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believed, and taught thefe things? Hath 
«¢ the church in council er convocation? Hath 
&© Cyjvin, Luther, Zwinglius, or any of our re- 
«© nowned Syftem-makers, ever taught or af- 
*¢ ferted thefe mattets? ” 

But hear what our bleffed Lord faith, of the 
place, the power, and origin of truth; he refers 
us not to the current doctrines of the times, or 
to the fyftems of men, but to his own Name, 
his own Nature, his own Divinity hidden in us: 
My foeep, faith he, bear my voice, Tere the 
whole matter is decifively determined, both 
where truth is, and who they are that can have 
any knowledge of it. 

Heavenly truth is no where fpoke but by the 
voiceof Chrift,nor heard but by a power of 
Chrift living in the hearer. As He is the eter- 
nal only Word of God, that fpeaks forth all 
the wifdom, and wonders of God; fo He alone 
is the Word, that fpeaks forth»all the life, wif- 
dom, and goodnefs, that is or can’be in any 
creature; it can have none but what it has in 
him and from him: this is the one unchange- 
able boundary of truth, goodnefs, and every 
perfection of:men on earth, or angels in hea- 
ven. 

Literary learning, from the beginning to the 
end of tinie, will have no more of heavenly 
wifdom, nor any lefs of worldly foolifhnefs in 
it, at one time than at another; its nature is one 
and the fame through all ages; what it was in 
the Jew and the Heathen, that fame it 1s in 
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[ 19 J 
the Chriftian. Its name as well as nature is 
unalterable, viz. foolifhne(s with God. 

Though the mockings of fuch men, and 
the many other fpiritual conflicts with the world, 
the flefh, and the devil, may abound with 
trials difagreeable to flefh and blood, yet be of 
good chear and fear not; ftand faft in'the Lord, 
and he will hear thee in the day of trouble; the 
Name of the God of Facob will defend thee; he 
will fend thee belp from the fanctuary, and 
firengthen thee out of Sion. The Lorp of Hosts, 
who has overcome the world, will {trenethen 
thee, and give thee the victory in all things; 
and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our Faith: fight therefore the good Fight of 
Faith, for to him that overcometh, our al- 
mighty Saviour by his Holy Spirit hath pro- 
miled to give the tree of life.—That he fhall not 
be burt of the fecond death—That he foall fit 
with bim; and that be fall inberit all things *, 
Fiven fo grant, bleffed Lord, to every one that 
calleth upon thy name. Amen. 

For your affiftance in this ftate of trial, I will 
tranfcribe a few Rurzs, which have long Jain 
by me for my own ufe; and may the God of 
all comfort bring them home to your heart 
with a fulnefs of bleffing, and make them in- 
ftrumental to unite you more firmly to him, 

I. Receive every outward and inward trouble, 
every. difappointment, temptation, and defola- 

i ae tion 
* Thefe, and many like paflages, may be read in the 


Apocalypfe, and in other parts of the holy Scripture. 
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[ 20 ] 
tion, with both thy hands, as a true opportu- 
nity of dying to felf, and of entering into 4 
fuller fellowthip with thy felf-denying fuifer- 
ing Saviour. 

II, Lock not at any inward or outward trou- 
ble in any other view; reject every other 
thought about ir; and then every kind of trial 
and diftrefs will become the blefled day of thy 
profperity. 

Lil. Be afraid of fecking or finding comfort 
in any thing but Gad alone. \** Quid eft cor 


© purum? cui ex toto & pur? fuficit Deus, 


“© cui nihil fapit, quod nihil delectat mi Deus.” 
That is, What conftitutes a pure heart? one 
to which God alone is totally, and purely fuf- 
ficient; to which nothing relifhes, or gives de- 
light but God.alone! 
IV. That ftate is beft, which exercifeth the 
highett Faith in, and fylieit refignation to God, 
V. What is it you want and ieck, Cut that 
God may be all in all in you ? But how can this 
be, unlefs all creaturely good and evil become 
as nothing in you, or to you? 
‘¢ Oh anima mea, abftrahe te ab omnibus. 
« Quid cibi cum mutabilibus creaturis? Sc- 
“¢ lum fponfum tuum, qui omnium creatu- 
«© rarum eft autor expectans, hoc age, ut 
“ cor tuum ille liberum & ex peditum fem- 
“¢ per inveniat, qucties ili ad tpfum venire 
“© placuerit.” That is, Oh my foul abstract 
thyfelt from every thing. What haft thou to 
do with changcable creatures? Waiting and 
expect- 
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expecting thy Bridegroom, who is the author 
of all creatures, let it be thy fole concern that he 
may find thy heart free and difengaged as often 
as it fhall pleafe him to vifit thee. 
VI. Beaffured of this, that fooner or later, 
we muft be brought to this conviction, That 
every thing in ourfelves by nature is evil, and 
muft be entirely given up; and that nothing 
that is creaturely can make us better than we 
are by nature. Happy therefore and blefled are 
all thofe inward or outward troubles, that haften 
this conviction in us; that with ‘the whole 
ftrength of our-fouls, we may be driven to feek 
all from and in God, without the leat thought, 
hope, or contrivance after any other relief: 
Then it is, that we are made truly partakers 
of the crofs of Chrift, and from the bottom of 
our hearts fhall be enabled to fay with Saine 
Paul, God forbid that I fhould glory in any thing, 
{ave the crofs of our Lord jefus Chrift, by which 
Lam crucified to the world, and the world is 
crucified to me. 3 
VII. Finally, Give up yourfelf to God 
without referve. This implies fuch a ftate or 
habit of heart, as does nothing of itfelf, from its 
own reafon, will or choice, but ftands always in 
faith, hope, and abfolute dependence upon bee 
ing led by the Spirit of God in every thing and 
every occafion, that is according to God’s will 
and defien withus; feeking nothing by defign- 
ing, reafoning, end reflection, but how you fhall 
beit promote the honour of God in finglenefs 
Be of 
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ofsheart ; meeting every thing that every day 
brings forth, be fomething that comes from 
God, and is to be received and gone through in 
fuch an heavenly ufe of it, as you would fup- 
pofe the holy Jefus would have done, in fuch 
occurrences.— Lhis is an attainable degree of 
perfection, and by having Chrift and his Spirit 
i always in your eye, and nothing elfe, you will 
| never be left to yourfelf, nor without the full 
euidance of God. 


By In vain thou hop’ft for blifs on this poor clod ; 
\ Return, and feck thy Father and thy Gop. 

Yet think not to regain thy native fky 
Borne on the wings of vain Philofophy. 
Myfterious paflage! hid from mortal eyes: 
Soaring you'll fink, and finking you will rife. 
Let humble thoughts thy wary footfteps guide ; 
Regain by Meeknefs, what you loft by Pride. 


¢ 


Tus END. 
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Life of ArmeLtLe Nico.as, 


Book II. Chap. xvii. §. 16. 


3 in x 
ice ee ? 


OD hath fent me into the world for no 

other end than to love him; and by his 
great mercy I have loved him to that degree, 
that I can love him no longer after the way of 
3 mortals. °*Tis time then for me to go to him, 
; that I may love him after the manner of the 
bleffed. 
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TO: T HE 


Be KoA Dy BR. 


7 E perfon, whofe daily converfation is here de- 

Jcribed, was not long fince a poor Simple country 
maid, and fervant to a great family in France. The 
whole course of ber life was very inftru€live, and a 
moft fining pattern of a true Spiritual conver fation, 
Lhe particulars here related are taken out of the 18th 
chapter of the fecond part of her Life, giving £reat 
encouragement to a datly and uninterrupted conver a- 
tion with God, and to walk before him 
prefent Lord and Father. 


as the omni- 


If we knew nothing elle of Chriftianity, nor any 
other exercife, but this, to Spend one day after another fi 
in this manner, it would be fufficient. ’Tis UEry re- 
markable, that this perfin, whe Served God with un- 
twearted prayer and watchf: ulnefi, was fo ignorant, 
that fhe could neither read nor write, and withal @ 
Servant, conftantly employed in bufine/s and hard labour. 
By this we fee that the trie fervice of Ged is {pi- 


ritual 
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4 To the READER. 


ritual, univerfal, plain and eafy, fo that no perfon can 
be excufed from it by any pretence whatfoever. 


Some, who difcovered her fpiritual difpofition, would 
needs have her go into a nuunery, where fhe might: be 
more at leifure to ferue God; which fhe did accord- 
ingly. But perceiving her former zeal and love te 
God begin to abate, fhe went to fervice again; where- 
upon fhe enjoyed the fame favour of God, as foe had 
done before. 


By this circumftance the Lord’ taught. her and her 
friends effectually, that piety and religion: was not com- 
fined. to nuaneries; and that the outward cloiftering up 
of the bedy, without withdrawing the heart from the 
world, would never mortify, tha’ perhaps it might colour 
and hide the inward corruptions of the foul. And where- 
as in that party fhe belong’d to, religion is reduced to the 
too narrow compa/s of cloifters and nunneries, this may 
really convince them, that the life of grace. 1s of 4 far 
larger extent, than to be {hut up within the narrow pales 
of certain places; and that neither time nor place can re- 
Strain within itfelf the free and beundlefs operations of 
the fpirit of God, which are above time and place. An 
heart humbly refigned to the will of God, and walking 
an his fear, isthe temple, wherein the Lord manifefis 
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To the READER, 


’T 1s not fa much the changing of places, or names, or 
modes and forms, or of any thing without us, as the 
changing of our will and heart, that will render our fer- 
vice at all acceptable to God. Hence the feripture de- 
claring, what fort of change. ts to be wrought in a foul 
requires a tranflation from darknefs to lights; {Aas 
KXV1.18,) from death to life, (Eph. ii. 5.) and from 
being loft to be found again, (Luke xv, 32.) 


D 


And hence it was, that the perfon thefe papers treat 
of, loft in a manner the fweet enjoyments of a fpiritual 
life, whilft foe fouzht more of them in cloifters and nun- 
neries; but recovered them by going back into her former 
State of life; which, though it was mean*and toilfome 
in the eye of reafon, (too apt to judge of things by the art 
and contrivance of men) yet-was it that wherein foe en~ 
Joyed richer incomes of God’s favour, than perhaps others 
in the moft retir’d folitude. And this falle rule of con- 
fining religion to certain places, 13 too commonly obferved 


in that church, this perfon happened to be a member of. 


What is here related of this good Armelle, is 2 
paffage of ber daily intercourfe with God by faith and 
love. Flow fhe fpent her time from morning to night, 
in her dreffing and outward devotion, in the mid? of 
her bufinefs, in eating and drinking, in daily fiufferings 
and temptations, in the evenings and when foe went te 
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6 To the READER. 


bed. In fhort : it fhews the manner of her child-like, 
hearty and confident converfing with God as her only love, 
her father, and intimate friend; and this at all times, 
in all places, and upon all occafions, without ufing any 
ether art and my fiery, but that of faith and love. 


The defign of this foort effay, is to excite fome able 
pen or other, to undertake the tranflation of the whole 
account of this fpiritual maid into Englith ; it appearing 
already in feveral languages, for promoting the more Jub- 
ftantial points of inward and unfophifticated ptety and 
religion. This is taken from the French edition, printed 
with a large preface at Cologn in the year 1704, under 
this title: The {chool of the pure love of God, opened 
both to the learned and unlearned, in the marvellous 


Life of Armelle Nicolas, &c. 


The Lord give his grace to all that heartily defire it, 
always to walk before him after fuch a pious manner as 
this pious foul did, whereof he herfelf gave the following 
account to the author of her life. 





“4 CHRISTIAN’S daily Converfation 
with GOD, 


S foon as I wake in the morning, /aith 
foe, \throw mytelf into the arms.of my 
, aN heavenly love, as a child into the arms 
of his father, J rife with a defign to ferve and 
pleafe him. And if I have time to pray, I fall 
upon my knees in his holy prefence, and fpeak 
to bim, as if Lreally faw him with my bodily 
eyes. I give myfelf up wholly to him, and de- 
fire him, to fulfil all his holy will in me, and 
that he would not fuffer me that day to do the 
Jeaft thing which might be offenfive to him. 
Then [ recommend to him all! the prayers 
which fhall Le made that day. In fhort: I love, 
and praiie him as much and as lone as my af- 
fairs permit; tho’ very often I have hardly fo 
nuch time as to fay the Lord’s prayer. But ] 
do not trouble myfelf about that; for I have 
God always in my heart, as well when JT am 
about my bufinefs, which I do in abedience to 
his-will; as when I retire on purpofe to pray to 
him. This he himfelf has taugpt me, that what- 
ever I-do out of love to him, is a real prayer. 
I drefs myfelf in his prefence, and. he thews 
ie that his love fupplies me with raiment, 
And when I go about my bufinefs, even then 
coth he net forfake me, nor I him, burt he 
converfes with me, and I with him; yea, I am 
then 
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then as much united to him, as when I am at 

my prayers, fet apart on purpofe for my fpiritual 

récabietene. O! how fweet and eafy, is all la= 
bour and toil infuch good company ! Sometimes 

I perceive fuch firenct h wand fupport in my 

mind, that nothing is too hard for me, and 

I think myfelf alone able to manage the affairs 

of the whole family, Nothing but the body is 

at work, the heart. and myfelf burn with love 

in the fweet familiarity I entertain with God. 

I eat and drink in his prefence, as I do every 
thing elfe, and itis as if I dipp'd every bit into 
the precious blood of my Saviour, and as if he 
himfelf gave me food, on purpo fe to inflame my 
love, and to engage it the more to himfelf.: 
I leave you to judge, what effect this muft have 
upon my foul. Indeed it is impofiible for any 
Hedy to exprels it but God Raver As for me, 
my wiole life would never be fufficient to give 
ap account of it, 


Whenla m2 about my bufinefsin the day-time, 
running up and dow wh, tvil the body begins to be 


weary, or to repine, or to defire unl feafonable 
refl, being oppre! ed with ancer and uneafinefs; 
my divine love enlightens me forthwith, and 
fhews me, how I ought to fupprefs thofe rebel- 
lious motions of Lot nature, and not to 
nourifh them at‘all, either by word of deed. 
This love keeps thédoor of my lips, and watches 
jat it may not in-the leaft con- 
tribute to fuch irregular paffions, which thas 
are crufhed and fubdued as foon as they rife. 

But 
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But if at any time, for want of care, I am fur- 
prifed with thefe or the like faults, I cannot be 
at reft, till l have obtained pardon, and God be 
reconciled tome. I lie proftrate before his foot- 
ftool, confeffing all my jaults to him, as if he 
did’ not know them already and there 1 con- 
tinue; till he has forgiven me, renewed his 
friendfhip with me, and confirmed it more than 
before. For fo it always happens through his in- 
finite mercy, whenever 1 have committed a 
fault; which ferves but to inflame my heart more 
and more with his divine love. If people perfe- 
cute me, ‘and by foul and uncharitable ceafires 
raife icandals upon me, or any other way affiét 
me; or if evil ipirits attack me with their craity 
and cunning temptations, I then prejently run 
to my heavenly Love, who readily firetches 
forth his facred arms to receive me, fhewirg me 
his heart and wounds open for my fecurity ; 
which Thide myfelf as in a ftrone caftle and 
fortrefs. And then Iam fo mightily ftrength 
that if the whole army of hell itfelf, together 
with all the creatures, fhould rife up asainit me, 
I tear themno more than a fly, becaufe Lam un- 
der the protection of the moft high God, his 
love being the hiding-placé and fafe-cuard of 
my foul. 

It God at any time hides his face, making as 


if he-would go away from me, I tell him; “Or 


*¢ “tis no matter, my love, conceal thyfelf as 
** much as thou pleafeft, neverthelefs Pil ferve 
66 


thee; for I know thou art my God.” And 
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then I ftand upon my guard more tnan ever, 
to be faithful to him, for fear of difpleafing my 
Love. And at the fame time perceiving the 
ereatnefs of my mifery and poverty, I infift the 
more upon the merits of our Saviour, and re- 
folve to reft contented, tho’ it fhould pleafe 
hiin to leave me all the days of my life in fuch 
a condition. But he never lets me continue long 
under thefe circumftances, and if I may venture 
fo to. {peak : he cannot forbear loving me, any 
more than I can live without him. 

At his return he recompenfes the little mo- 
ment of his abfence with fo many careffes and 
endearments, that. oftentimes I am not able to 
bear them, but forced to ery out: **I1 can re- 
** ceive no more! wherefore | defire him to 
** moderate my fenfation, or elfe to let me die 
‘‘ under the powerful fenfe of his gracious 
+ preleace. © 

Many times, to bear this the better, I left 
all, retiring into a corner to eafe myfelf, by give- 
ing vent to the tears and praifes due to his Ma- 
jefty, wher€with my heart was overcharged. 
And this | may do very well, fince it is’ not 
the mere fenfe of his kindnefs I long for, but 
rather HIMSELF ALONE, that I defire to enjoy. 
Although in the mean time one ought thank-- 
fully to’ receive thefe extraordinary tokens of 
God’s mercy and love, if it be his holy will-fo 
to deal with us. 

If { am perfuaded on holidays, to be merry in 
company, I excufe myfelf. For nothing can be 
com- 
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compared to the pleafures of my Love, which 
are fo much the fweeter and greater, for my 
withdrawing from all company whatfoever. If 
they wonder, how [ can ftay always at honie 
alone, I think within myfelf: “ O! if you 
** knew the glorious company I have, you 
** would not fay that { was alone: for I am ne- 
“* ver lefs alone; than when I have no body with 
‘ares 

After this manner I fpend not only working 
days, but holy days too, being often as much 
employed in the latter as in the former, But 
that is no hindrance to me, to whom labour and 
reit, hard work and ealy, all things are indiffe- 
rent, fince 1 do not look upon what I have to 
do, but upon him, for whofe fake I do it. 
Tam fo taken up with his love, that I have no 
time to mind myleif, nor any thing elfe but him 
alone. 

But if I do any thing amifs; or out of feafon, 
the fame moment I feel a violent pain and for- 
row for what I have done, {pringing from my 
Love, which alfo makes me prefently hope for 
pardon ; fo that thinking of it no more, I go 
{trait forward on my way, turning afide neither 
to the right hand, nor tothe left. Neither do [ 
remember what is paft, or to come, but only, 
that I may love God to the utmott of my power, 

The night coming on, and every one going 
to reit, I find reft only in the arms of divine 
Love: | fleep leaning on his holy breaft, like-a 
ehild in his mother’s bofom. I fay, | gotoficep, 
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but being ftill bufied about the love and praifes 
of my God, till I fall quite afleep. Many times 
this love rouzes up all my fenfes, fo that I can- 
not fleep the greateft part of the night, but I 
fpend it in the embraces of the lovely grace of 
God, which never forfakes fuchea poor mifer- 
able creature as Tam, but perferves me, and 
takes fpecial care of me. 
lr in the night the evil fpirits hover about, to 

torment orto lurprife me, (whichoften happens) 
this divine love guards me, and fights for me. 
Yea, it gives me grace too, to refift them cou- 
ragroufiy, as if | were awake.. For they feldom 
continue long to affault me, unlefs it be in my 
fleep. 

and this is the life I have Jed for thefe twen- 
ty years paft, without perceiving the leaft change 
of that love which was poured out into my heart, 
after my fincere converfion unto him. Nay, I 
have obierved its daily increafe, tho’ every day 
it feemed impoffible to endure any addition to 
what I already enjoyed. But truly, it is an in- 
finite love, which fatisfies and nourifhes me, fo_ 
that every day I have a new hunger, tho’ me- 
thinks I can receive no more, than what I pof- 
feis already every moment. 


T HE author of her life fays, concerning the 
manner of her expreffions, that they were always 
very modeft, without any noife or vehemence: 
her common difcourfes. were. always holy and 
edil ying ; whereas others too commonly milpend 
their 

























































humour, fhewed a deal of ill-nature to Armelie, 
of which, however {he never complained, but 
rather thanked God, that he was pleafed to make 
this a means of her fuller purification. When 
her {piritual director himfelf, feeing what the 
fudered in that houfe, advifed her one time, 
entirely to quit that place, fhe replied according 
to her ufual earnefinefs: ‘¢ Why would you 
** have me flee from the crofs which the Lord 
*<himilelf has entailed upon me? Wo, by no 
** means: I fhall never do it, except you abfo- 


“Jutely command it. If I fhould undergo a 
‘© thoufand times as much, I thall never forfake 
Cs 


the place for all that, but rather ftay till they 
“* turn me away by force.”? In which unex- 
pected anfwer her {piritual director-entirely ac- 
quiefced, never prompting her again to quit a 
place, where fhe had daily opportunity to prac- 
tice Patience and Self-denial; virtues fo much 
contrary to the whole bent of corrupt nature, and 
yet fo neceflary for rightly framing a Chriftian 
life and converfation. At another time the faid: 
<¢ If the foul be but well grounded in the favour 
“¢ of God, and lively affected with the operations 
*< of his grace, all the infults of the devil, and 
‘- of the creature, are borne with joy and com- 
*< fort. But this is mifery indeed, when the 
“ Lord himfelf withdraws from the foul, and 


*< lets her fhift for herfelf. Then the thinks 
¢ 


9 
that every ftep is aftep into fin and corrup- 


** tion, being utterly unable to protect herfelf 
¢ againit it.” 
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In what company foever fhe was, fhe talked 
of nothing more, than of f being faithful to God, 
Nothing drepped more from her mouth, than, 
Let us be faith ful, let us be faithful tothe Lord, 
Tnis word fhe thought fic for any time, and 
fuirable to every company. Now and then fhe 
would repeat it an hundred times over; and 
being afked by her- friends, whether fhe had 
nothing clfe to fay? She anfwered: ‘* Don’t 
** wonder at m uy faying this over and over again, 
“© If I fhould live a thoufand years, 1 fhould 
“* itil cell ye the fame thing. For tis faithful- 
** neis, wherein the perfection of a Chriflian 
€* life ‘confilts. ” 

Of the conftraining power of the divine love 
ue has the following exprefion: ‘* Whenever 

ods happel ned to adhere a little too much to my 
¢ natural inelt lations, (apt to fteal in upon the 
eC nind weg the fpecious pretence of neceffity) 
«¢ T was eee gt reproved by the love of 
‘© God. This divine love is like a careful tutor, 
«¢ who takes al] the pains imaginable, for ad- 
** vancing his pupil in the way of learning he is 
‘© engaved in; and for thisreafon keeps his eye 
6¢ conttantly Aged on him, both to correct his 
s¢ failings, though never fo fmall, and to pre- 
« vent his-t being Jed away by any thing that 
“ might divert “him from his chief emp! oy- 
*¢ ment. Thus, /ays foe, dealt the Lord with 
“¢ me. He kept me clofely confined to an holy 
* awe and warinels; and when I happened by 
** one 
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one overfight or other to withdraw, as it 
were, from his eye, he in that very moment 
purfued after me, and recalled me to my du- 
ty. But all this was done with fo much love 
and tendernefs, that it muft be a heart ef brals, 
if not mollified by fuch endearing marks of 
love and kindnefs, ”” 

Of the diforderly love to friends and relations, 


which now and then even well difpofed fouls 
are too much guilty of, fhe gives the following 
account: “‘ Onetime, /ays foe, my parentscame 
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to fee mes; when entertained them, I found 
myfelf tranfported with fome vain joy and 
pleafure, and fomewhat coldifh in minding 
the impreffions of the love of God, nay, it 
feemed as if-the Lord himfelf did in a man- 
ner withdraw from me, to let me have as it 
were, the more liberty for the prefent. But 
no fooner my parents were gone, and I come 
to myfelf, the burden and affiction I then 
felt upon my {pirit, was heavy enough, fince 
I did not find him whom I loved more than 
my own foul. However, as foon as I came 
home, I felt again a noble return of the di- 
vine love, and it was, as if the Lord had wait- 
ed for me on purpofe, to communicate him- 
felf unto me. ” 

After this the freely confeffed, that from that 


very time fhe found herfelf entirely freed from 
all manner of irregular adherency to her parents, 
whom fhe was too fond of heretofore, being now 
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Pas: 3 
only taken up with the grand concern of pre- 
moting the inore fpiritual part of her, friends 
and fellow-creatures : ‘* Thus, /ays fhe, the love 
** of God made every thing, nay even my very 
** faults and imperfections, redound to my 
greater fpiritual good and welfare. ” 

> Twas Rion d i before, how earneft fhe was 
in exhorting every one to be faithful unto the 
Lord with what he had received, This faithful- 
nels recommended by her unto others, fhe was 
a moit fhiaing pattern of herfclf in her whole life 
and converfation. But it moft vifibly appeared in 
that unwearied reacinefs and quicknefs fhe dif- 
patched any thing tending to promote the glory 
of God in her ftation. No fooner was fhe con- 
vinced of the will of God, but was very earneft 
and diligent, to anfwer it prefently. She often 
wondered at fome peoples dilatory doings in the 
fervice of God, and faid, it was a cunning fetch 
and ftratagem of the devil, to make people put 
off from one ey to another fuch defigns as 
might ferve to advance the glory of hae and 
the good of our fellow creatures. ** For, faid 
« the, if often happens, that that grace which at 
<< one a offers itfecfto a man, in order to [up- 
*< port him under fome difficult enterprifes, 1s not 
“ fo eafily met with at another time. And befides 
** this, how, uncertain is our life! may, if we 
** were fure to live longer, yet ought we not 
** to linger upon that account atall, nor to defer 
* from one day to another what might be done 
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oe this day. A man that is full of delays in the 
&* fervice of Uist ae needs have but little 
« Vier at the-bottom.. Wherever love is raifed 
© $0 any bs hdeos fe Be ree, there the foul cont 
“ref, whilit there remains any thing to be done 
“© regui ‘red by the beloved. Andth nis Cilatory temi- 
as ee foe faid, was a great impediment in the 
© way to perfection. Many fouls were convinced 
* ‘of the will of God, but being too backward 
* conitantly to ftrugele againtt the corrupt 
*¢ propenfions of their cull and lazy temper, 
‘© they made but a flow progrefs in the work 
* of religion. TI hey ih to ORM. to more 
row it {hall be done in good earneft; but that 
® to-morrow never comes. The confequence 
** whereof i Bs | that the ee ey flatter them- 
“* feives in their diforderly, anc wonted cuftoms, 
*° the lefs able they are to weit them. at laft at 


G€ 


ec all stthe Liord Reus them now to their own a 
* wil, fince-they did not,im prore faithfully ‘ 
cs 


what once they had received.’ 


THE virtue of humility was as remarkable : 
in this holy maid as any ob the ref; and it was 4 
grounded on a true and folid foundation too. 
She confeffes herfelf, that the infinite love of 
God kept her undefiled as to the vanity of pride; 
infomuch that fhe did not know, whar pride 
sd haughtinefs was. ‘* I was teen ihed, fars 

‘© fhe, when my father confeflor told me to 
** watch againft pride, tor 1 thought whil& I 

** was 
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‘*€ was ’well in my wits, I could not poffibly be 
** proud. “I was fo fully convinced that any 
thing really good was from God, that if all 
angels and men had offered to perfuade me 
to the contrary, I fhould never have be- 
‘* Jieved them. And this fenfe fortified me 
*° again{t all manner of pride and prefumption, 
“€ my own confcience never charging me with 
** the leaft cuile of that vice, and ] could not 
“* imagine how it was poflible, that men fhould 
** attempt fo heinous a thing as this.” And 
this was the reafon, that the never would quit 
that manner of life the was bred to, though mean 
and contemptible in the eye of the world. 
Even her fpiritual triends would now and 
then moft importunately intreat her, to refign 
up to any body elfe her place, (which was that 
of a fervant) and this under a fair pretence too, 
viz. What fhe might have the more leifure to 
give herfelf up to a contemplative life, and thus 
to enjoy the favours and gracious infufions of 
the Lord more abundantly. And indeed there 
wanted no opportunity of attaining fuch a quiet 
retirement, as fome had cut out tor her. Burt 
fhe could never be prevailed with to comply. 
She had too hich an efteem for her low con- 
dition, She faid, * the fhould never do fuch 
** a thing, except the was vifibly convinced of 
** the will of God. For though her ftation 
** was but mean, yet was fhe more pleafed with 
* it, than with all the prayers and contémpla- 
s* tlOns 
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** tions. fhe perhaps ,might enjoy in the moft 
** concealed folitude of the world. She faid, 
** her outward employment and ail the drud- 
** gery fhe-was put to, did not at all.cool or 
** weaken the fenfe of the love, and of the gra- 
** cious prefence of the Lord, the ufually en- 
joyed. Nay, the more fervent the was to 
fpend herfelf entirely in works of charity, 
cheerfully complying with every thing inci- 
dent to her life, the more plentiful incomes 
fhe had of the love and favour of God. Fence, 
it would buc be the effects of a falfe heart, if 
one fhould make bold to.quit his outward 
employment, in order to gain more reft and 
quiet in another place. God, fays the, knows 
** ways to find fouls wherever they be, if they de 
* not wilfully flout their hearts againft him.” 

Becaule her love to God was fo great and fer- 
vent, the love fhe bore to her fellow-creatures, 
was allio wonderfully influenced and inflamed 
thereby. When the confidered the woful ftate 
of the wicked, and the dreadful judgment that 
is like to befal them at laft, fhe then felt 2 more 
tender and commilerating love, and her very 
bowels began to yearn for compaflion. When 
fhe looked upon the happy {tate fhe was arrived 
to, and the fevere doom attending fuch profli- 
gate wretches, fhe ufed to fay, ** She feemed 
** unto herlelf like one that had been in a great 
** ftorm at fea, and by ftrefs of weather like to 
“ be caft away every minute; bur getting of 
ss at 
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[3 
«* at laft fafe and found, remembered now afhore 
‘© the dangers his brethren and near relations 
“were till expofed to, being tofled up and 
** down in the | huge ocean, and left to the mercy 
«¢ of the roaring billows. ‘Alas! faid foe, thus 
“¢ itis with me, when ! lay to heart the danger 
“¢ finners run themfelves into. For the more 
«¢ endearing marks of divine grace the Lord 
s¢ has been ‘plea aled to beftow upon me, the more 
“¢ fervent is my defire, that alio others might 
** partake of the fame with me.” 


AND now, ye learned men, and refined 
wits of the age, come hither and admire the ig- 
norance and fimplicity of this poor country- 
maid! Conlider how far fhe exceeds your high 
flown fupeificial wifdom, and the dark flafhes of 
human wit and learning? And was it poffible for 
her, to attain to this bec avenly wifdom and divine 
brow ledge, to fuch'a noblenefs and elevation of 
mind, without the {craps and afiiitance of arti- 
ficial le arning and philofophy ? then truly, there 
mutt be another fchool wherein thofe that flow 
unto the Lord, (Pf. xxxiv. 6.) are kghted. In- 
deed, to know the love of Chrift, paffeth all 
knowledge, Eph. 11. 19. Concerning which our 
Saviour was plealed thus to exprefs his grateful 
fentiments with hearty joy, and heavenly tri- 
ump. ; thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, becaufe thou baft hid thefe things from 
the safe ce prudent, and baft revealed them un- 
Ai) 
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to babes. Even fo, Father, for fo it feemed good 
in thy fight, Matth, xi. 25,26. For it is written, 
(lays St. Paul) J will defiroy the wifdom of the 
wfe, and will bring to nothing the under ftanding 
of the prudent? Where is the wife 2 where is the 
feribe? where is the difputer of this world? But 
God hath chofen the foolifo things of this world, 
to confound the wife; and God hath chofen the 
weak things of the world, to confound the thin ES 
which are mighty. And bafe things of the world, 
and things which are de[pifed hath God chofen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are. Liat no flefo frould glory in bis 
prefente, t Cord. 19, 20, 27, 28, 29. Mai. xxix, 
14. Chap. xxxil. 18. 

Laurentius dela Refurrection, in his fpiritual me 
letters, fays: * 1 defire you to remember what 
‘¢ | have often recommended to you, viz. That 
** you do not forget God, day or night, in all 
your employments and exercifes, nor in your 
““ bodily refrefhments. He is always prefent 


GG 


‘© with you, do not let him ftay alone. It would 4 
“© be very uncivil to leave a friend alone by him. f 


** fell thatcame to fee you. Why will you do fg 


*¢ with God? Pray donot forget him; think of. 
** ten upon him, pray to him without ceafing ; % 
€< f " 


live and die with him. This is the beft work 

be employed about. In fhort, 

yrofefiion, eur trade and calling, 

lo not know it, we muft learn it: 
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[ 24 ] 
glory of God, and ufe ourfelves to a con- 
tinual, familiar and humble converfation and’ 
intercourfe with him. And withal, to pre- 
vent our fouls {werving from it upon any 
occafion whatfoever, our heart mult be the’ 
fpiritual temple, wherein we continually of- 
fer up our prayers. We muft watch our- 
felves narrowly, that we may neither do, 
nor fpeak, nor think, whatever may be dif- 
pleafing to him,” Co/.iv. 2. Ch. iii, 17. 
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PT HE infpiration of God, and the clear information of 
the holy fcriptures aflures us, that God referves his 
choicett fecrets for the pureft minds, and that itis unclean- 
ne({s of {pirit, not difference of method in feeking after God, 
that feparates us from him; true holinefs being the only fafe 
entrance into divine knowledge, The ApoftlePeter declares 
AG. x. 34. That he perceived of a truth, that God is ne 
refpecter of perfons : But in every nation, he that feareth 
tm, and worketh righteoufne/s, is accepted with him. And 
the Apoftle Paul aifo tells the Galatians, Chap. vi, 15, 
That in Chrift Sefus neither circumcifion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumcifion, but a new creature. Nothwithftand. 
ing the clearne{s.of thefe and many more fach do@trines: 
contained in the {criptures, felfifhnels and partiality, thofe 
inhuman and bafe qualities, have been faffered to prevail 
even amonett {uch, as are efteemed the mo# pious ir the 
feveral feéts and parties of the Chriftian church. They 
have raifed, and fill raife, in every communion, a felfith 
partial orthodoxy, which confifts in courageonily defend- 
ing all its opinions and praétices, and condemning the doce 
trines and practice of others; and thus every One is trained 
up in defence of their own church, their own truth, their 
ewnopinion: And heoften is judged to have the mot merit 
and the moft honour, who likes every thing, and defends 
every thing amongft themfelves, and leaves nothing un- 
cenfured in thofe that are of a different communion. Now 
how can truth, goodnefs and religion be more itruck at, 
than by fuch defenders of it? If you afk why.the creat. 
bifhop of Meaux wrote fo many learned books againfiall 
parts of the reformation, it is becaufe he was born inFrance, 
Had he been born in England, had he been bred at Ox. 
ford, he-might have reviled our great bifhop Stiliing fleet, 
and would have wrote as many learned folio’s againit the 
church of Rome, ashe has done. And yet I will venture 
to fay, that if each church could but produce one man a 
Piece, that had the piety of an Apoftle, and. the impar- 
tial love of the firtt Chrittians, they would not want half 
a fheet of paper to hold their articles of union, nor be 
half an hour before they were of one religion. If we» 
Teved truth as fuch; if we fought it for its-ewn-fake 3 f 
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we loved our neigbours as ourfelves; if we defired nothing 
by, oar religion but to be acceptable to God; 1f we equally 
_ defired the falvation of all men, if we were afraid of er- 
ror, only ‘becaufe of its hurtful nature to us, and our 
brethren of other communions, then es of this f{pirit 
could have any place in us. For God is Love, and theg 
whith dwell in God, they dwell in Tove I jols iv. 16 
‘That univerfal love anien gives the whole itrength of 
the heart to God, and which ‘makes as love every man as 
we love ourfelves, is the nobieft, the meft divine and 
God-like ftate of the foul, and no religion does any mam 
any good, but jo far as it brings this perfect love with it. 
Perfection can no where be found, but ina pare e difin- 
tereited love of God and our n eighbe our. ‘here is there- 
fore a communion of faintsin the love of God, which ne 
ene can learn from that which is called orthodoxy in the 
different fects, but is only ‘to be had by a total dying: te 
al! worldly views, by a pure love of Gedysang by fucls 
an unétion from above, as delivers the mind from all 
felfifhnefs, and makes it love truth and goodnels, with 
an equality of affection in every man, let his name and 
profeflion to religion be what it may. And by thus 
uniting in heart and Pa with, al! that is holy and good 
in all profeflions, we enter into the true RAEN of 
faints, and “ESE real members of the true univerfal 
Chriftian church, though we are confined to the outward 
worfhip of only one particular pats of it It is thus, that 
the Angels, as miniltring Spirits aflitt, join amd unite and 
co-operate in every thine chet is holy and good in every 
divifion of mankind He that has been’ all his life long 
ufed to look with great flight upon thoie of other pro- 
feflions, whom he has called fuperftttious, bigots cant 
ang enthufiafis. &e, muft naturaily creer they will be 
treated by God, as they have peen by him: and: if he 
bad the keys of the kingdom of heaven. fuch peopie 
would find it Sa to get a place in it. But i ike ands 
great tly in hand to get rid 01 this tem.er before we die ; 
for if nothing but univerial love can enter into the king- 
dom of God, what can be more neceflary for us, than Ly 
he full of this love before we die? 
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WARNING, & 


T a Time when the general Rights 
and Liberties of Mankind, and the 
Prefervation of thofe valuable Pri- 
vileges, tranfmitted to us from our 

Anceftors, are’become fo much the Subjects 
of univerfal Confideration ; can it be an En- 
quiry indifferent to any, how many of thofe 
who diftinguifh themfelves as the Advocates 
of Liberty, remain infenfible and inattentive 
to the Treatment of Thoufands and Tens of 
Thoufands of our Fellow-Men, who, from 
Motives of Avarice, and the inexorable De- 
cree of Tyrant Cuftom, are at this very Time 
kept in the moft deplorable State of Slavery, 
in many Parts of the Briti/b Dominions ? 
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The Intent of publifhing the following 
Sheets, is more fully to make known the ag- 
gravated Iniquity attending the Practice of 
the Slave-trade ; whereby many Thoufands 
of our Fellow-Creatures, as free as ourfelves 
by Nature, and equally with us the Sub- 
jects of Chrift’s redeeming Grace, are yearly 
brought into inextricable and barbarous Bon- 
dage; and many, very many, to miferable 
and untimely. Ends. 

The Truth of this lamentable Complaint is 
fo obvious to Perfons of Candour, under whofe 
Notice it hath fallen, that feveral have lately 
publifhed their Sentiments thereon, as a Mat- 
ter which calls for the moft ferious Confider- 
ation of all who are concerned for the civil or 
feligious Welfare of their Country. How an 
Evil, of fo deep a Dye, hath fo long not only 
paffed uninterrupted by Thofe in Power, but 
hath even had‘ theic Countenance, is indeed 
furprifing, and, Charity would fuppofe, muft, 
in a great Meafure, have arifen from this, 
that many Perfons in Government, both: of 
the Clergy and Laity, in whofe Power it hath 
been to put a Stop to the Trade, have been 
unacquainted with the corrupt Motives which 
give Life to it; and the Groafs, the dying 
Groans, which daily afcend to God, the 
common Father of Mankind, from the he 
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ken Hearts. of thofe = his deeply opprefled 
Creatures; otherwife the Powers of the Earth 
would not, I think J may venture to: fay, 
could not, have fo long authorifed a PraGtice 
fo inconfiftent with every Idea of Liberty and : 
Juftice, which, as the learned “Fames Fofter 
fays, Bids that God, which is the God and Fax 
ther of the Gentiles, unconverted to Chriftiani- 
ty, moft daring and bold Defiance ; and fpurns 
at all the Principles bath of natural and re- 
vealed Religion. | 
Much might juftly be faid of the temporal 
Evils which attend this Practice, as-it-is de+ 
ftruCtiv@®f the Welfare of human Society, 
and of the Peace and Profperity of ewery 
Country, in Proportion as it prevails. It 
might be alfo fhewn, that it deftroys the y 
Bonds of natural Affection and Interett, 4 
whereby. Mankind in general are: united ; | 
that it introduces Idlenefs, difcourages Mar- | 
Tage, corrupts the Youth, ruins: and de- r 
bauches Morals, excites continual Apprehen- 
fions of Dangers, and frequent Alarms, ‘to 
which the Whites are neceflarily expofed 
from fo great an Encreafe of a People, that, 
by their Bondage and Oppreffions, become 
natural Enemies, yet, at the fame time, are 
filling the Places, and eating the Bread of 
thofe who would be the Support and Security 
A 2 of 
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of the Country. But as thefe, and many 
more Reflections of the fame Kind, may oc- 
cur to a confiderate Mind, I fhall only en- 
deavour to thew, from the Nature of the 
Trade, the Plenty which Guzney affords its 
Inhabitants, the barbarous Treatment of the 
Negroes, and the Obfervations made thereon 
by Authors of Note, that it is inconfiftent 
with the plaineft Precepts of the Gofpel, the 
Di@tates of Reafon, and every common Sen- 
timent of Humanity. : | 
In an Account of the Ewropean Settlements 
in America, printed in London, 1757, the 
Author, {peaking on this Subject, fays, ° The 
‘ Negroes in our Colonies endure a Slavery 
‘ more compleat, and attended with far worle | 
© Circumftances, than what any People in 
¢ their Condition fuffer in any other Part of 
‘the World, or have fuffered in any other 
‘Period of Time: Proofs of this are not » 
© wanting. The prodigious Watte which we 
¢ experience in this unhappy Part of our Spe- 
‘cies, is a full and melancholy Evidence of 
¢this Truth. The Ifland of Barbados (the 
¢ Negroes upon which do not amount to 
‘Eighty Thoufand) notwithftanding all the 
¢ Means which they ufe to encreafe them by 
« Propagation, and that the Climate is in eve- 
‘ry Refpect (except that of being more 
‘ whole- 
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‘wholefome) exactly refembling the Cli- 
‘mate from whence they come; notwith- 
‘ftanding all this, Barbados lies under a 
‘ Neceflity of an annual Recruit of Five 
‘ Thoufand Slaves, to keep up the Stock at 
‘the Number I have mentioned. This pro- 
© digious Failure, which is at leaft in the fame 
‘ Proportion in all our Iflands, fhews demon- 
‘ f{tratively that fome uncommon and un{up- 
‘ portable Hardfhip lies upon the Negroes, 
© which wears them down in fuch a furprifing 
‘ Manner ; and this, I imagine, is principal- 
‘ly the exceflive Labour which they under- 
“go. In an Account of Part of North-Ame- 
rica, publifhed by Thomas effery, printed 
1761, {peaking of the Ufage the Negroes 
receive in the We/f-India Iflands, thus ex- 
prefies himfelf: < Itis impoffible for a human 
© Heart to reflect upon the Servitude of thefe 
‘ Dregs of Mankind, without in fome Mea- 
‘fure feeling for their Mifery, which ends 
‘but with their Lives. Nothing can be 
‘ more wretched than the Condition of this 
‘People. One would imagine, they were 
‘ framed to be the Difgrace of the human 
‘ Species, banifhed from their Country, and 
‘ deprived of that Bleffing Liberty, on which 
‘ all other Nations fet the greateft Value ; they 
© are in a Manner reduced to the Condition 
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‘of Beafts of Burden: In general a few 
© Roots, Potatoes efpecially, are their Food, 
“and two Rags, which neither fereen them’ 
¢ from the Heat of the Day, nor the’extraor- 
“dinary Coolnefs of the Night, all their Co- 
< vering; their Sleep very fhort; their Labour’ 
< almoft continual ; they receive no Wages, 
‘but have Twenty Lathes for the fmalleft 
¢ Fault? 3 

A confiderate young Perfon, who was late’ 
in one of our Wef-India Mlands, where he 
obferved the miferable Situation of the INe- 
groes, makes the following Remarks: ‘I 
meet with daily Exercife, to fee the Treat- 
ment which thefe miferable Wretches meet 
with from their Mafters, with but few Ex- 
ceptions. They whip them moft unmer- 
cifully, on {mall Occafions. They beat 
them with thick Clubs, and you will fee 
their Bodies all whaled and fearred; in 
fhort, they feem’ to fet no other Value on 
their Lives, than as they coft them fo much 
Money; and are not reftrained from killing 
them, when angry, by a worthier Confi- 
deration, than that they lofe fo much. 
They aé as though they did not look upon 
them as a Race of human Creatures, who 
“have Reafon, and Remembrance of Mif- 
“fortunes, but as Beafts, like Oxen, who 
‘ are 
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are ftubborn, hardy and fenfelefs ; fit for 
Burdens, and defigned to bear them. They 
won't allow them to have any Claim to hu- 
man ‘Privileges, or {carce, indeed, to be 
regarded as the Work of God. - Though it 
was confiftent with the Juftice of our Ma- 
ker to pronounce the Sentence on our com- 
mon Parent, and through him on all fuc- 
ceeding Generations, That be and they fhould 
eat their Bread by the Sweat of their Brows ; 
yet does it not ftand recorded, by the fame 
eternal Truth, That the Labourer 1s worthy 
of bis Hire? It cannot be allowed, in na- 
tural Juftice, that there fhould be a Servi- 
tude without Condition; a cruel endlefs 
Servitude. It-cannot be reconcileable to na- 
tural Juftice, that whole Nations, - nay, 
whole Continents of Men, fhould be dee 
voted to do the Drudgery of Life for others, 
be dragged away from their Attachments of 
Relations and Societies, and made to ferve 
the Appetites and Pleafures of a Race of 
‘ Men, whofe Superiority has been obtained 
‘ by an illegal Force, 

A particalar Account of the Treatment 
thefe unhappy 4/ricans receive in the We/t- 
Indies, was lately publifhed, which, even by 
thofe who, blinded by Intereft, feek Excufes 
for the Trade, and endeavour to palliate the 
A 4 Cruelty 
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[8 
Cruelty exercifed upon them, is allowed to 
be a true, though rather too favourable, Re- 
prefentation of the Ufage they receive, which 
is as follows, viz. ‘ The Iniquity of the 
‘ Slave-trade is greatly aggravated by the In- 
‘ humanity with which the Negrees are treat- 
* ed in the Plantations, as well with Refpect 
* to Food and Cloathing, as from the unrea- 
¢ fonable Labour which is commonly exact- 
‘ed from them. ‘To which may be added 
« the cruel Chaftifements they frequently fuf- 
‘ fer, without any other Bounds, than the 
€ Will and Wrath of their hard Tafk-ma- 
“<fters. In Barbados, and fome other of the 
© Iflands, fix Pints of Indian Corn, and three 


' © Herrings, are reckoned a full Week’s Al- 
-“ lowance for a working Slave; and in the 


‘ Sy{tem of Geography it is faid, That in 
« Jamaica the Owners of the Negroe Slaves, 
‘fet afide for each a Parcel of Ground, and 
‘ allow them Sundays to manure it, the Pro- 
< duce of which, with fometimes a few Her- 
¢ rings, or other falt Fith, zs all that 7s allow- 
< ed for théir Support. ‘Their Allowance for 
« Cloathing in the Iflands is feldom more 
‘than fix Yards of Ozenbrigs each’ Year: 
¢ And in the more Northern Colonies, where 
‘the piercing wefterly Winds are long and 
“fenfibly felt, thefe poor Africans fuffer 


© much 
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« much for Want of fufficient Cloathing, in- 
‘deed fome have none till they are able to 
‘pay for it by their Labour. The Time 
‘that the Negroes work in the We/- Indies, 
‘is from Day-break till Noon; then again 
‘ from Two o’ Clock till Dufk (during which 
‘ Time they are attended by Overfeers, who 
‘ feverely {courge thofe who appear to them 
‘ dilatory) and before they are {uffered to go 
‘to their Quarters, they have ftill fomething 
©to do, as collecting of Herbage for the 
‘ Horfes, gathering Fuel for the Boilers, Ge. 
‘ fo that it is often Half paft Twelve before 
‘ they can get Home, when they have {carce 
‘ Time to grind and boil their Izdian Corn ; 
‘ whereby it often happens that they are cal+ 
‘led again to Labour before they can fatisfy 
‘their Hunger: And here no Delay or Ex- 
«cufe will avail, for if they are not in the 
‘ Field immediately upon the ufual Notice, 
‘ they muft expect to feel the Overfeer’s Lath. 
‘In Crop-time (which lafts many Months) 
‘they are obliged (by Turns) to work moft 
‘of the Night in the Boiling-houfe. Thus 
‘their Owners, from a Defire of making the 
‘ greateft Gain,by the Labour of their Slaves, 
“lay heavy Burdens on them, and yet feed 
‘and cloath them very fparingly, and fome 
‘ {carce feed or cloath them at all; fo that the 
* poor 
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© poor Creatures are obliged to fhift for their 
‘ Living in the beft Manner they can, which 
‘ occafions their being often killed in the 
‘neighbouring Lands, {tealing Potatoes, or 
‘ other Food, to fatisfy their Hunger. And 
“if they take any Thing from the Plantation 
«they belong to, though under fuch pref 
‘ fing Want, their Owners will correct them 


to J 


‘* feverely, for taking a little of what they 


‘ have fo hardily laboured for, whilft they 
“themfelves riot in the greateft Luxury and 
¢ Excefs.—It is a Matter of Aftonifhment, 
‘ how a People who, as a Nation, are look- 
“ed upon as generous and humane, and. fo 
‘much value themfelves for their uncom- 
‘mon Senfe of the Benefit of Liberty, can 
‘live in the Pra@tice of fuch extreme Op+ 
‘ preflion and Inhumanity, without fecing 
“the Inconfiftency of fuch Conduct, and 
‘ without feeling great Remorfe: Nor is it 
‘lefs amazing to hear thefe Men calmly 
« making Calculations about the Strength and 
‘ Lives of their Fellow-Men; in amaica, 
‘if fix in ten, of the new imported Negroes, 
‘furvive the Seafoning, it is looked upon as 
‘a gaining Purchafe: And in moft of the 
‘ other Plantations, if the Negroes live eight 
‘or nine Years, their Labour is reckoned a 
¢ fufficient Compenfation for their Coft. 
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© If Calculations of this Sort were made upon 
‘ the Strength and Labour of Beafts of Bur- 
‘ den, 1t would not appear fo {trange, but even 
‘then a merciful Man would certainly ufe 
‘ his Beaft with more Mercy than is ufually 
‘ {hewn to the poor Negroes.»—Will not the 
‘ Groans of this deeply afflicted and oppref- 
© fed People réach Heaven, and, when the 
‘ Cup of Iniquity is: full, muft not the ine- 
* vitable Confequence be pouring forth of the 
‘ Judgments of God upon their Oppreffors ? 
© But, alas! is it not too manifeft that this Op- 
‘ preffion has already long been the Object 
© of the Divine Difpleafure? For what hea- 
‘vier Judgment, what greater Calamity can 
‘ befal any People, than to become a Prey 
‘to that Hardnefs of Heart, that Forgetful- 
‘nefs of God, and Infenfibility -to every re- 
‘ligious Impreffion; as well as that general 
‘ Depravation of Manners, which fo much 
“prevails in the Colonies, in Proportion as 
‘ they have more or lefs enriched themfelves, 
‘atthe Expence of the Blood and Bondage 
‘ofthe Negroes?’ 

The Situation of the Negroes in our South- 
ern Provinces on the Continent, is alfo feel- 
ingly fet forth by George Whitefield, in a Let- 
ter from Georgia, to the Inhabitants of Mz- 
ryland, Virginta, North and South-~Carolina, 
printed 
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printed in the Year 1739, of which the fol- 


lowing is an Extract. ‘As I lately paffed 
‘ through your Provinces, in my Way hither, 
‘I was fenfibly touched with a Fellow-feel- 
‘ing of the Miferies of the poor Negroes. 
‘ Whether it be lawful for Chriftians to buy 
‘ Slaves, and thereby encourage the Nations 
‘ from whom they are bought, to be at per- 
‘ petual War with each other, I fhall not 
‘ take upon me to determine; fure I am, it 
‘is finful, when bought, to ufe them as bad, 
* nay worfe, than as though they were Brutes; 
‘and whatever particular Exception there 
“may be (as I would charitably hope there 
‘are fome) I fear the Generality of you, that 
“own Negroes, are liable to fuch a Charge; 
‘ for your Slaves, I believe, work as hard, if 
‘not harder, than the Horfes whereon you 
‘ride. Thefe, after they have done their 
‘ Work, are fed and taken proper Care of; 
‘ but many Negroes, when wearied with La- 
‘bour, in your Plantations, have been ob- 
‘ liged to grind their own Corn, after they 
‘return home; your Dogs are careffed and 
‘ fondled at your Tables; but your Slaves, 
‘who are frequently ftiled Dogs or Beatts, 
‘ have not an equal Privilege; they are {carce 
‘ permitted to pick up the Crumbs which fall — 
«from their Mafter’s Table-—Not to men- 
* tlon 
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‘tion what Numbers have been given up to 
© the inhuman Ufage of cruel Tafk-matters, 
‘who, by their unrelenting Scourges, have 
© ploughed their Backs, and made long Fur- 
‘rows, and at length brought them even to 
‘Death. When paffing along, I have view- 
‘ed your Plantations*cleared and cultivated, 
* many {pacious Houfes built, and the Own- 
“ers of them faring fumptuoufly every Day, 
“my Blood has frequently almoft run cold 
‘ within me, to confider how many of your 
‘ Slaves had neither convenient Food to eat, 
“or proper Raiment to put on, notwithftand- 
‘ing moft of the Comforts you enjoy were 
‘ folely owing to their indefatigable Labours. 
‘ —The Scripture fays, Thou fhalt not muz- 
‘zel the Ox that treadeth out the Corn. 
‘ Does God take Care for Oxen; and will 
‘he not take Care of the Negroes alfo? Un- 
“doubtedly he will—Go to now ye rich 
‘Men, weep and howl for your Miferies 
‘ that {hall come upon you: Behold the Pro- 
‘ vifion of the poor Negroes, who have reap- 
“ed down your Fields, which is by you de- 
“nied them, crieth; and the Cries of them 
‘ which reaped, are entered into the Ears of 
‘the Lord of Sabaoth. We have a remark- 
‘able Inftance of God’s taking Cognizance 
‘of, and avenging, the Quarrel of poor 
tie < Slaves, 
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« Slaves, 2 Sam. xxi. 1. There was a Fa 
‘mine in the Days of David, three Years, 
‘Year after Year; and David enquired of 
‘the Lord: And the Lora anf{wered, It is 
‘for Saul, and his bloody Houfe, beeen 
“he flew tHe Gibeonttes. ‘Two Things ‘are 
‘here very remarkable®. fir, Thefe Gibe- 
“ onites were only: Hewers of Wood, and 
«Drawers of Water; or, in other Words; 
‘Slaves like yours. « Secondly, ‘That this 
« Plague was fent by God many Years after 
‘the Injury, the Caufe of the Plague, was 
«committed. And for what End were this 
«and fuch like Examples recorded in holy 
‘ Scriptures ! without Doubt, for our Learn- 
‘ing.—For God is the fame To-day, as he 
‘was Yefterday, and will-continue the fame 
‘for ever. He does not reject the Prayer 
‘of the Poor and Deftitute; nor difregard 
‘the Cry of the meaneft Negroe. ‘The 
‘ Blood of them {pilt for thefe many Years, 
«in your refpective Provinces, will afcend up 
“toHeaven againft you.’ 

Some who have only feen Negroes in an 
abject State of Slavery, broken-fpirited and 
dejected, knowing nothing of their Situation 
in their native Country, may apprehend, that 
they are naturally infenfible of the Benefits 
of Liberty, being deftitute and miferable in 
every 
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every Refpect, and that our fuffering them 
to live amongft us (as the Grbeouites of old 
were permitted to live with the Jraelites) 
though even on more oppreflive Terms, is to 
them a Favour; but thefe are, certainly er- 
roneous Opinions, with Refpec&t to far the 
greateft Part of them: Although it is highly 
probable, that in a Country which is more 
than Three Thoufand Miles in Extent from 
North to: South, and as much from Eaft to 
Weft, there will be barren Parts, and many 
Inhabitants more uncivilized and barbarous 
than others; as is the Cafe in all other Coun- 
tries: -Yet, from the moft authentic Ac- 
counts, the Inhabitants. of Guiney appear, 
generally {peaking, to be an induftrious, hu- 
mane, fociable People, whofe Capacities are 
naturally as enlarged, and as open to Im- 
provement, as thofe of ‘the Europeans; and 
that their Country is fruitful, and in many 
Places well improved, abounding in Cat- 
tle, Grain and Fruits: And as the Earth 
yields all the Year round a fréth Supply of 
Food, and but little Cloathing is requifite, 
by Reafon of the continual Warmth of the 
Chmate ; the Neceflaries of Life are much 
eafier procured in moft Parts of Africa, than 
in our more Northern Climes. This is con- 
firmed by many ‘Authors-of Note, who have 
refided 







































Ene 

refided there ; among others M. Adanjon, in 
his Account of Gorée and Senegal, in the 
Year 1754, fays, ‘ Which Way foever I 
‘turned my Eyes on this pleafant Spot, I be- 
‘held a perfect Image of pure Nature; an 
‘agreeable Solitude, bounded on every Side 
‘by charming Land{fcapes, the rural Situa- 
‘tion of Cottages in the Midft of Trees ; the 
‘ Eafe and Indolence of the Negroes, reclined 
¢ under the Shade of their fpreading Foliage ; 
‘the Simplicity of their Drefs and Manners ; 
‘ the whole revived in my Mind the Idea of 
‘ our firft Parents, and I feemed to contem- 
< plate the World in its primitive State: They 
‘are, generally {peaking, very good-natured, 
<fociable and obliging. I was not a little 
‘pleafed with this my firft Reception ; it 
< convinced me, that there ought to be a con- 
‘ fiderable Abatement made in the Accounts 
«I had read and heard every where of the 
‘favage Character of the Africans. I ob- 
‘ferved, both in Negroes and Moors, great 
¢ Humanity and Sociablenefs, which gave me 
‘ftrong Hopes that I fhould be very fafe 
‘amongft them, and meet with the Succefs 
‘I defired, in my Enquiries after the Curio- 
¢ fities of the Country.’ 

William Bofman, a principal Factor for the 
Dutch, who refided Sixteen Years in Guiney, 
{peaking 
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{peaking of the Natives of that Part where he 
then was, fays, ‘ They are generally a good 
*‘ Sort of People, honeft in their Dealings ;’ 
others he defcribes as ‘ being generally friend- 
‘ly to Strangers, of a mild Converfation, af- 
‘fable, and eafy to be overcome with Rea- 
‘fon.’ He adds, * That fome Negroes, who — 
‘ have had an agreeable Education, have ma- 
‘ nifefted a Brightnefs of Underftanding equal 
‘to any of us. Speaking of the Fruitfulnefs 
of the Country, he fays, ‘ It was very po- 
‘ pulous, plentifully provided with Corn, Po- 
« tatoes.and Fruit, which grew clofe to each 
< other ; in fome Places a Foot-Path is the 
‘ only Ground that is not covered with them, 
¢the Negrees leaving no Place, which is 
‘thought fertile, uncultivated ; and imme- 
« diatel ly after they have reaped, they are fure 
«to fow again.’ Other Parts he defcribes as 
‘ being full of Towns and Villages, the Soil 
«very rich, and fo well cultivated as to look 
«like an entire Garden, abounding in Rice, 
«Corn, Oxen and Poultry, and the Inhabi- 
«tants laborious.’ 

William Smith, who was fent by the 4frz- 
can Company to’ vilit their Settlements on 
the Coaft of Guiney, in the Year 1726, 
gives much the fame Account of the Country 
of Delmina and Cape-Corfe, &c. for Beauty 
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and Goodnefs, and adds, ‘ The more you 
‘come downward towards that Part called 
© Slave-Coaff, the more delightful and rich 
€ the Soil appears.’ Speaking of their Difpo- 
fition, he fays, ‘ They were a civil, good-na- 
‘tured People, induftrious to the laft Degree. 
«Tt is eafy to perceive what happy Memories 
‘they are bleffed with, and how great Pro- 
“erefs they would make in the Sciences, 
‘in cafe their Genius was cultivated with 
‘ Study.’ “He adds, from the Information he 
received of one of the Factors, who had re- 
{ided ten Years in that Country, ‘ That the 
« difcerning Natives account it their greateft 
‘Unhappinefs, that they were ever vifited 
‘ by the Ewropeans—That the Chriftians in- - 
© troduced the Traflic of Slaves, and that be- 
© fore our coming they lived in Peace.’ 
Andrew Brue, a principal Man in the 
French Factory, in the Account he gives of 
the great River Senegal, which runs many 
Hundred Miles up the Country, tells his 
Readers, * The farther you go from the Sea, 
¢ the Country on the River feems more fruit- 
< ful and well improved. It abounds in Gui- 
« ney and Indian Corn, Rice, Pulfe, Tobacco, 
‘and Indico. Here are vaft Meadows, which 
« feed large Herds of great and {mall Cattle ; 
« Poultry are numerous, as well as wild Fowl.’ 
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The fame Author, in his Travels to the South 
of the River Gamdza, expreffes his Surprize, to 
* fee the Land fo well cultivated ; fcarce a Spot 
“lay unimproved; the low Grounds, divided 
«by {mall Canals, were all fowed with Rice; 
‘ the higher Ground planted with Indian Corn, 
« Millet, and Peas of different Sorts; Beef and 
« Mutton very cheap, as well as all other Ne- 
‘ ceffaries of Life’ The Account this Au- 
thor gives of the Difpofition of the Natives, 
is, ‘ That they are generally good-natured 
«and civil, and may be brought to any Thing 
* by fair and foft Means.’ Artus, {peaking of 
the fame People, fays, ‘ They are a fincere, 
‘ inoffenfive People, and do no Injuftice either 
‘ to one another or Strangers.’ 

From thefe Accounts; both of the good 
Difpofition of the Natives, and the Fruitful- 
nefs of moft Parts of Guzney, which are con- 
firmed by many other Authors, it may well 
be concluded, that their Acquaintance with 
the Europeans would have been a Happinefs 
to them, had thofe laft not only bore the 
Name, but indeed been influenced by the 
Spirit of Chriftianity. But, alas! how hath 
the Conduct of the Whites contradiéted the 
Precepts and Example of Chrift ? Inftead of 
promoting the End of his coming, by preach- 
ing the Gofpel of Peace and good Will to 
B 2 Man, 
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Man, they have, by their Practices, contri- 
buted to inflame every noxious Paflion of 
corrupt Nature in the Negroes; they have in- 
cited them to make War one upon another, 
‘and for this Purpofe have furnifhed them with 
prodigious Quantities of Ammunition and 
Arms, whereby they have been hurried into 
Confufion, Bloodfhed, and all the Extremities 
of temporal Mifery, which muft neceflarily 
beget in their Minds fuch a general Detefta- 
tion and Scorn of the Chriftian Name, as may 
deeply affect, if not wholly preclude, their Be- 
lief of the great Truths of our holy Religion. 
Thus an infatiable Defire of Gain hath be- 
come the principal and moving Caufe of the 
moft abominable and dreadful Scene, that was 
perhaps ever acted upon the Face of the 
Earth ; even the Power of their Kings hath 
been made fubfervient to anfwer this wicked 
Purpofe; inftead of being Protectors of their 
People, thefe Rulers, allured by the tempting 
Bait laid before them by the European Fac- 
tors, 3c. have invaded the Liberties of their 
unhappy Subjects, and are become their Op- 
prefiors. 
Divers Accounts have already appeared in 
Print declarative of the fhocking Wickednefs 
with which this Trade is carried on; thefe 
may not have fallen into the Hands of 96 
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of my Readers, I fhall, therefore, for their 
Information, felect afew of the moft remark- 
able Inftances that I have met with, fhewing 
the Method by which the Trade is common- 
ly managed all along the African Coatt. 

Francis Moor, Factor to the African Com- 
pany on the River Gambia, relates, ‘ That 
‘when the King of Bar/ali wants Goods, 
‘&c. he fends a Meflenger to the Enghifh 
‘ Governor, at Fames’ Fort, to defire he would 
“fend up a Sloop with a Cargo of Goods ; 
‘which (fays the Author) the Paved ne- 
‘ ver fails to do: Againft the Time the Vet- 
‘ fel arrives, the King plunders fome of his 
< Enemies Towns, felling the People for fuch 
‘Goods as he wants.—If he is not at War 
‘ with any neighbouring King, he falls upon 
‘one of hisown Towns, and makes bold to 
‘ fell his own miferable Subjecis. 

N. Brue, im his Rotcant of the Trade, 
&c. writes, ‘ That having received a Quan- 
‘ tity of Goods, he wrote to the King of the 
‘Country, That if he had a fufficient Num- 
‘ ber of Slaves, he was ready to trade with 
‘him. This Prince (fays that Author) as 
‘ well as other Negroe Monarchs, Ms as always 
‘a fure Way of fupplying his Deficiencies, by 
‘felling his own eae ~— The | King had 
‘ pabaé to this Method, by feizing Three 
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¢ Hundred of his own People, and fent Word 
‘to Brue, that he had the Slaves ready to de- 
© liver for the Goods.’ 

The Mifery and Bloodfhed, confequent of 
the Slave-Trade, is amply fet forth by the fol- 
lowing Extraéts of two Voyages to the Coaft 
of Guiney, for Slaves. The firft in a Veflel 
from Liverpool, taken verbatim from the ori- 
ginal Manufcript'of the Surgeon's Journal, 
VIZ. 

< Sefro, December the 29th, 1724. No 
‘ Trade To-day, though many Traders come 
‘ on board ; they inform us, that the People are 
© gone to War within Land, and will bring 
« Prifoners enough in two or three Days ; 
‘in Hopes of which we ftay. 

‘The 30th. No Trade yet, but our Trad- 
< ers came on board To-day, and informed 
‘us, the People had burnt four Towns of 
« their Enemies, fo that To-morrow we ex- 
¢ pect Slaves off. Another large Ship is come 
cin. Yefterday came in a large Londoner. 

¢ The 3ift. Fair Weather, but no Trade 
* yet 5. we fee each Night Towns burning ; 
«but we hear the Se/ffro Men are many of 
‘them killed by the Inland Negroes, fo that 
© we fear this War will be unfuccefsful. 

¢ The 2d Yanuary. Laft Night we fawa 
‘ prodigious Fire break out about Eleven 
€ o’ Clock ; 








































L 23 J 

<9’ Clock; and this Morning fee the Town 
‘of Sefro burnt down to the Ground (it 
‘ contained fome Hundreds of Houfes) fe 
< that we find their Enemies are too hard for 
‘them at prefent, and, confequently, our 
¢ Trade f{poiled here ; fo that about Seven 
‘0’ Clock we weighed Anchor, as did like- 
‘ wife the three other Veflels, to proceed 
‘ lower down. 

The fecond Relation, alfo taken from the 
original Manufeript Journal of a Perfon of 
Credit, who went Surgeon, on the fame Ac- 
count, in a Veflel from New-York to the 
Coaft of Guiney, about eighteen Years pait, 
is as follows, wz. ‘ Being on the Coatt, ata 
‘ Place called Bafalia, the Commander of 
‘the Veflel, according to Cuftom, fent a 
¢ Perfon on Shore with a Prefent to the King, 
< acquainting him with his Arrival, and letting 
‘him know, they wanted a Cargo of Slaves. 
The King promifed to furnifh them with 
Slaves; and, in order to do it, fet out to 
go to War againft his Enemies ; defigning 
< alfo tofurprife {ome ‘Town, and take all the 
People Prifoners : Some Time after, the 
King fent them Word, he had not yet met 
with the defired Succefs, having been twice 
repulfed, in attempting to break up two 
‘ Towns; but that he ftill hoped to procure a 
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‘Number of Slaves for them; and in this 
‘ Defign he perfifted till he met his Enemies 
‘in the Field, where a Battle was fought, 
* which lafted three Days, during which.Time 
‘the Engagement was fo bloody, that four 
‘ Thoufand five Hundred Men were flain on 
‘the Spot.’ The Perfon that wrote the Ac- 
count beheld the Bodies, as they lay on the 
Field of Battle. ‘ Think (fays he in_ his 
‘ Journal) what a pitiable Sight it was, to fee 
‘the Widows weeping over their loft Huf- 
‘ bands, Orphans deploring the Lofs of their 
“Fathers, (ics €9c." 

Thofe, who are acquainted with the Trade, 
agree, that many JVegroes on the Sea Coatt, 
who have been corrupted by their Intercourfe 
and Converfe with the European Factors, have 
learnt to ftick at no A&t of Cruelty for Gain. 
Thefe make it a Practice to fteal Abundance 
of little Blacks of both Sexes, when found 
on the Roads, or in the Fields, where their 
Parents keep them all Day to watch the Corn, 
ic. Some Authors fay, the Negroe Factors 
go fix or feven Hundred Miles up the Coun- 
try with Goods, bought from the Ezropeans, 
where Markets of Men are kept in the fame 
Manner as thofe of Beafts with us; when the 
poor Slaves, whether brought from far or 
near, come to the Sea-fhore, they are {tripped 
naked, 
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naked, and ftri€tly examined by the European 
Surgeons, both Men and Women, without 
the leaft Diftinétion or Modefty ; thofe which 
are approved as good, are marked with a red 
hot Iron, with the Ship’s Mark, after which 
they are put on board the Veflels, the Men 
being fhackied with Irons, two and two toge~ 
ther. Reader, bring the Matter Home, and 
confider whether any Situation in Life can be 
more completely miferable than that of thofe 
diftreffed Captives. When we reflect, that 
each Individual of this Number had fome 
tender Attachment, which was broken by 
this cruel Separation ; fome Parent or Wife, 
who had not an Opportunity of mingling 
Tears in a parting Embrace; perhaps fome 
Infant, or aged Parent, whom his Labour was 
to feed, and Vigilance protect; themfelves 
under the dreadful Apprehenfion of an un- 
known perpetual Slavery; pent up within the 
narrow Confines of a Veffe!, fometimes fix 
or feven Hundred together, where they lie as 
clofe as poffible. Under thefe complicated 
Diftrefles they are often reduced to.a State of 
Defperation, wherein many have leaped into 
the Sea, and have kept themfelves under Wa- 
ter, till they were drowned; others have 
{tarved themfelves to Death, for the Preven- 
tion whereof fome Matters of Veffels have 
cut 
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cut off the Legs and Arms of a Number of 
thofe poor defperate Creatures, to terrify the 
reft. Great Numbers have alfo frequently 
been killed, and fome deliberately put. to 
Death, under the greateft Torture, when they 
have attempted to rife, in order to free them- 
felves from their prefent Mifery, and the Sla- 
very defigned them. An Inftance of the laft 
Kind appears particularly in an Account 
given by the Mafter of a Veflel, who brought 
a Cargo of Slaves to Barbados; indeed it ap- 
pears fo irreconcileable to the common Dic- 
tates of Humanity, that one would doubt 
the Truth of it, had it not been related by a 
ferious Perfon, of undoubted Credit, who 
had it from the Captain’s own Mouth. Upon 
an Enquiry, What had been the Succefs of 
his Voyage? he anfwered, * That he had 
< found it a difficult Matter to fet the /vegroes 
© a fighting with each other, in order to pro- 
< cure the Number he wanted; but that when 
< he had obtained this End, and had got his 
‘Veflel filled with Slaves, a new Difficulty 
< arofe from their Refufal to take Food; thoie 
‘defperate Creatures chufing rather to die 
¢ with Hunger, than to be carried from their 
« native Country.’ Upon a farther Enquiry, by 
what Means he had prevailed upon them to 


forego this defperate Refolution, he an{wer- 
ed, 
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ed, «That he obliged all the Negroes to come 
“upon’Deck, where they perfifting in their 
‘ Refolution of not taking Food, he caufed 
‘his Sailors to lay Hold upon one of the moft 
‘ obitinate, and chopt the poor Creature in- 
‘to {mall Pieces, forcing fome of the others 
“to eat a Part of the mangled Body; withal 
‘{wearing to the Survivors, that he would 
“ufe them all, one after the other, in the 
«fame Manner, if they did not confent to eat.’ 
This horrid Execution he applauded:as a good 
Act, it having had the defared Effect, in 
bringing them to take Food. 

A fimilar Cafe is mentioned in Afiley’s Col- 
lection of Voyages, by ‘fobn Atkins, Surgeon 
on board Admiral Og/e’s Squadron, ‘ of one 
‘ Harding, Matter of a Vefiel, in which fe- 
‘veral of the Men Slaves, and a Woman 
‘Slave, had attempted to rife, in order to 
‘ recover their Liberty; fome of whom the 
‘ Matter, of his own Authority, fentenced to 
‘cruel Death, making them firft eat the 
‘ Heart and Liver of one of thofe he killed. 
‘The Woman he hoifted by the Thumbs, 
‘whipped and flafhed with Knives before the 
‘other Slaves, till the died.’ 

As deteftable and fhocking as this may ap- 
pear to fuch, whofe Hearts are not yet har- 
dened by the Practice of that Cruelty, which 
the 
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the Love of Wealth, by Degrees, introduceth 
into the human Mind ; it will not be ftrange 
to thofe who have been concerned or em- 
ployed inthe Trade. Now here arifes a ne- 
ceflary Query to thofe who hold the Ballance 
and Sword of Juftice, and who muft account 
to God for the Ufe they have made of it. 
Since our Englifh Law zs fo truly valuable for 
its “fujiice, how can they overlook thefe bar- 
barous Deaths of the unhappy Africans with- 
out Trial, or due Proof of their being guilty 
of Crimes adequate to their Punifhment ? 
Why are thofe Mafters of Veffels (who are 
often not the moft tender and confiderate of 
Men) thus fuffered to be the fovereign Arbi- 
ters of the Lives of the miferable Negroes ; 
and allowed, with Impunity, thus to deftroy, 
may I not fay murder, their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, and that by Means fo cruel, as cannot 
be even related but with Shame and Horror. 
When the Vefiels arrive at their deftined 
Port in the Colonies, the poor Negroes are to 
be difpofed of to the Planters, and here they 
are again expofed naked, without any Di- 
{tinction of Sexes, to the brutal Examination 
of their Purchafers ; and this, it may well be 
judged, is to many of them another Occafion 
of deep Diftrefs, efpecially to the Females : 
Add to this, that near Connections muft now 
: again 
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again be feparated, to go with their feveral 
Purchafers. In this melancholy Scene, Mo- 
thers are feen hanging over their Daughters, 
bedewing their naked Breafts with Tears, and 
Daughters clinging to their Parents, not 
knowing what new Stage of Diftrefs mutt 
follow their Separation, or if ever they fhall 
meet again; and here what Sympathy, what 
Commiferation are they to expect? why, in- 
deed, if they will not feparate as readily as 
their Owners think proper, the Whipper is 
called for, and the Lafh exercifed upon their 
naked Bodies, till obliged to part. 

Can any human Heart, that retains a Fel- 
low-feeling for the Sufferings of Mankind, 





be unconcerned at Relations of fuch grievous. 


Affliction, to which this opprefled Part of 
our Species are fubjected! God gave to Man 
Dominion over the Fifth of the Sea, and over 
the Fowls of the Air, and over the Cattle, 
&c. but impofed no involuntary Subjection of 
one Man to another. 

The Truth of this Pofition has of late been 
clearly fet forth, by Perfons of Reputation 
and Ability, particularly George Wallis, in 
his Syftem of the Laws of Scotland, whole 
Sentiments are fo worthy the Notice of all 
confiderate Perfons, that I fhall here repeat a 
Part 
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Part of what. he has not long fince publithed, 


concerning the African ‘Trade, viz. 
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«If this Trade admits of amoral or a ra- 
tional Juftification, every Crime, even the 
moft atrocious, may be juftified : Govern- 
ment was inftituted for the Good ef Man- 
kind... Kings, Princes, Governors, are not 
Proprietors: of thofe who. are; fubjected to 
their Authority ; they have not a Right to 
make them miferable. On the contrary, 
their Authority is vefted in them, that they 
may, by the juft Exercife of it, promote the 
Happinets of their People: Of Courfe, they 
have not aRight.to difpofe of their Liberty, 
and to fell them for Slaves: ‘Befides, no Man 
has a Right to acquire or to purchafe them: 
Men and their ‘Liberty are not either faleable 
or purchafable, one therefore has Nobody 
but himfelf to blame, in cafe he fhall find 
himfelf deprived of a Man, whom he 
thought he had, by buying for a Price, 
made his own; for he dealt in a Trade 
which, was illicit, and was prohibited by the 
moft obvious Didiates of Humanity. For 
thefe Reafons, every one of thofe unfortu- 
nate Men, who are pretended to be Slaves, 
has a Right to be declared to be free, for he 
never loft his Liberty ;. he could: not lofe 
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‘ his Prince has no Power to difpofe of him ; 
of Courfe the Sale was void. This Right 
he carries about with him, and is intitled 
every where to get it declared. As foon, 
therefore, as he comes into a Country, in 
which the Judges are not forgetful of their 
own Humanity, it is their Duty to remem- 
ber that he is a Man, and to declare him to 
be free.—This is the Law of Nature, which 
is obligatory on all Men, at all Times, and 
in all Places—Would not any of us, who 
fhould be fnatched by Pirates from his na- 
tive Land, think himfelf cruelly abufed, and 
at all Times intitled to be free? Have not 
thefe unfortunate 4frzcans, who meet with 
the fame cruel Fate, the fame Right? Are 
not they Men as well as we, and have they 
not the fame Senfibility? Let us not, there- ; 
fore, defend or fupport a Ufage, which is 

contrary to all the Laws of Humanity.’ 
Francis Hutchinfon alfo, in his Syftem of a 
Moral Philpfophy, {peaking on the Subject of 
Slavery, fays, ‘ He who detains another by 3 
‘ Force in Slavery, is always bound to prove ¢: 
‘his Title. The Slave fold or carried away 
“into a diftant Country, muft not be obliged 
‘to prove a Negative, That he never for- 
‘ feited- his Liberty. The violent Poffetior 
* muft, in all Cafes, fhew his Title, efpecially 
< where 
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‘where the old Proprietor is well known. 
© In this Cafe each Man is the original Pro- 
‘ prietor of his own Liberty: The Proof of 
‘his lofing it muft be incumbent on thofe, 
‘ who deprived him of it by Force. Strange 
© (fays the fame Author) that in any Nation, 
« where a Senfe of Liberty prevails, where 
‘ the Chriftian Religion is profefied, Cuftom, 
«and high Profpect of Gain, can fo ftupify the 
© Conf{ciences of Men, and all Senfe of na- 
‘tural Juftice, that they can hear fach Com- 
‘ putation made about the Value of their Fel- 
‘low-Men, and their Liberty, without Ab- 
‘ horrence and Indignation!’ 

The noted Baron Montefquieu gives it, as 
his Opinion, in his Spirit of Law, Page 348, 
¢ That nothing more affimilates a Man toa 
‘-Beaft than living amongit Freemen, himfelf 
‘a Slave; fuch People as thefe are the natural 
¢ Enemies of Society, and their Number muft 
‘ always be dangerous.’ 

The Author of a Pamphlet, lately printed 
in London, intituled, An Effay in Vindication 
of the Continental Colonies of America, writes, 
‘ That the Bondage we have impofed on the 
< Africans, is abfolutely repugnant to Juftice. 
‘ That it is highly inconfiftent with civil Po- 
‘licy: Firft, as it tends to fupprefs all Im- 
“provements in Arts and Sciences; without 
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« which it is morally impoffible that any Na- 
* tion fhould be happy or powerful. Secondly, 
‘as it may deprave the Minds of the Free- 
‘men; fteeling their Hearts’ again{t the lau- 
‘dable Feelings of Virtue and Humanity. 
‘ And, /a/ily, as it endangers the Communi- 
‘ty, by the deftructive Effects of civil Com- 
‘motions ; need I add to thefe (fays that 
‘ Author) what every Heart, which is not 
‘callous to all tender Feelings, will readily 
‘fuggeft; that it is fhocking to Humanity, 
* violative of every generous Sentiment, ab- 
‘ horrent utterly from the Chriftian Religion; 
‘for as Monte/quieu very juftly obferves, We 
< muft fuppofe them not to be Men, or a Sufpi- 
‘cion would follow that we ourfelves are not h 
‘ Chriftians.—There cannot be a more dan- : 
< gerous Maxim, than that Necefflity is a Plea 
‘for Injuftice. For who {hall fix the Degree 
‘of this Neceffity? What Villain fo atroci- 
< ous, who may not urge this Excufe; or, as 


‘ Milton has happily expreffed it, 


And with Neceffity, | 
‘ The Tyrant’s Plea, excufe his dev'lifh Deed? 


© That our Colonies want People, is a very 
‘ weak Argument for fo inhuman a Violation 
© of Juftice.—Shall a civilized, a Chriftian 
‘ Nation encourage Slavery, becaufe the bar- 
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© barous, favace, lawlefs African, hath done 
“it? Monftrous Thought! To what End do 
* we profes a Religion whofe Dictates we fo 
‘ flagrantly violate? Wherefore have we that 
‘Pattern of Goodnefs and Humanity, if we 
‘ refufe to follow it? How long fhall we con- 
* tinue a Practice, which Policy rejects, Ju- 
« {tice condemns, and Piety difluades? Shall 
* the Americans perfift in a Conduct, which 
‘ cannot be juftified; or pertevere in Oppref- 
© fion, from which their Hearts muft recoil f 
‘If the barbarous Africans fhall continue to 
‘ enflave each other, let the Demon Slavery 
‘ remain among them, that their Crime may 
“include its own Punifhment. Jet not Chri- 
‘ ftians, by adminiftring to their Wickednefs, 
‘ confefs their Religion to be a ufelefs Refine- 
“ment, their Profeffion vain, and themfelves 
‘as inhuman as the Savages they detett.’ 
James Fofier, in his ase on Natural 
Religion and Social Virtue, alfo thews his juft 
Indignation at this wicked Practice, which he 
declares to be a criminal and outrageous Vio- 
lation of the natural Right of Mankind, At 
Page 156, 2d Vol. he fays, ‘ Should we have 
‘ read concerning the Greeks or Romans of 
‘old, that they traded, with View to make 
‘ Slaves of their own Species, whom they 
* certainly knew that this would involve in 
© Schemes 








































oe ae 


€ Schemes of Blood and Murder, of deftrey- 
‘ing or enflaving each other, that they even 
‘fomented Wars, and engaged whole Na- 
“tions and Tribes in open Hoftilities, for 
¢ their own private Advantage; that they had 
‘no Deteftation of the Violence and Cruelty; 
‘ but only feared the ill Succefs of their in- 
‘ human Enterprizes; that they carried Men 
‘ like themfelves, their Brethren, and the Off- 
< fpring of the fame common Parent, to be fold 
‘ like Beafts of Prey, or Beafts of Burden; and 
< put them to the fame reproachful Trial of 
* their Soundnefs, Strength and Capacity for 
‘ greater bodily Service ; that quite forgetting 
and renouncing the original Dignity of hu- 
man Nature, communicated to all, they 
treated them with more Severity and ruder 
Difcipline, than even the Ox or the Ais, 
who are void of Underftanding ;—fhould 
we not, if this had been the Cafe, have 
naturally been led to defpife all their pre- 
tended Refinements of Morality; and to have 
concluded, that as they were not Nations 
deftitute of Politenefs, they muft have been 
intire Strangers to Virtue and Benevolence. 

‘ But, notwithftanding this, we ourfelves 
(who profefs to be Chriftians, and boaft of 
the peculiar Advantage we enjoy, by means 
of an exprefs Revelation of our Duty from 

C2 ‘ Heaven) 
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e-Ffeaven) are; in Effect, thefe very untaught 
< and rude Heathen Countries. | With all our 
“fuperior Light, we inftil into thofe, whom 
‘we call favage and barbarous, the moft de- 
« fpicable Opinion of human Nature. We, 
“to the utmoft of our Power, weaken and 
«diffolve the univerfal Tie, that binds and 
“unites ‘Mankind. We practife what we 
« fhould exclaim againft, as the utmoft Ex- 
“ cefs of Cruelty and Tyranny, if Nations of 
‘the World, differing in Colour, and Form 
< of Government from ourfelves, were fo pof+ 
« feffed of Empire, as to be able to reduce us 
€ to a State of unmerited and brutifh Servi- 
“tude. Of Confequence, we facrifice our 
< Reafon, our Humanity, our Chriftianity, to 
© an unnatural fordid Gain. * We teach other 
¢ Nations to defpife, and trample ander Foot, 
‘all the Obligations of focial Virtue. We 
“take the moft effectual Method to prevent 
‘ the Propagation of the Gofpel, by reprefent- 
“ing it as a Scheme of Power and barbarous 
‘ Oppreffion, and an Enemy to. the natural 
¢ Privileges and Rights of Men. 

‘Perhaps, all that I have now offered, 
« may be of very little Weight to reftrain this 
¢ Enormity, this aggravated Iniquity. How- 
« ever, I (hall ftill have the Satisfaction, of hav- 
« ing entered my private Proteft againit a Prac- 
“pce, 
































¢ tice, which, in my Opinion, bids that-God, 
‘ who is the God and Father:of the Gentiles, 
* unconverted to Chriftiauity, moft daring and 
‘ bold Defiance, and {purns .at all the Prin- 
‘ciples, both of natural and revealed Reli- 
‘ gion.’ , 

How the Briti/h Nation firft came to be 
concerned in a-Practice, by which the Rights 
and Liberties of Mankind are fo violently .in- 
fringed, and which is fo oppgfite to the Ap- 
prehenfions Englishmen have always had of 
what natural Juftice requires, is indeed fure 
prifing. It was about the Year 1563, in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, that the Engh/b 
firft engaged in the Guzney Trade ; when ‘it 
appears, from an Account in Hill's Naval 
Hiftory, Page 293, That when Captain Haw- 
fins returned from his Firft Voyage to Afr7- 
ca, that generous fpirited Princefs, attentive 
to the Intereft of her Subjects, fent for the 
Commander, to whom {he expreffed her 
Concern, left any of the African Negroes 
fhould be carried off without their tree Con- 
fent, declaring it would be deteftable, and call 
down the Vengeance.of Heaven upon the Under- 
takers. Captain Hawkins promifed to com~ 
ply with the Queen’s Injunction: Neverthe- 
lefs, we find in the Account, given in the 
fame Hiftory, of Hawkins’s Second Voyage, 
C72 the 
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the Author ufing thefe remarkable Words, 
Here began the horrid Prathce of forcing the 
Africans zuto Slavery. 

Labut, a Roman Miffionary, in his Ac- 
count of the Ifles of America, at Page 114, 
of the ath Vol. mentions, that Lewzs the 
13th, Father to the prefent French King’s 
Grandfather, was extremely uneafy at a 
Law, by which all the Negroes of his Colo- 
nies were to be made Slaves; but it being 
ftrongly urged to him, as the readieft Means 
for their Converfion to Chriftianity, he ac- 
quiefced therewith. 

And although we have not many Accounts 
of the Impreffions which this piratical Inva- 
fion of the Rights of Mankind gave to feri- 
ous minded People, when firft engaged in, 
yet it did not efcape the Notice of fome, who 
might be efteemed in a peculiar Manner as 
Watchmen, in their Day, to the different So- 
cieties of Chriftians, whereunto they belong- 
ed. Richard Baxter, an eminent Preacher 
amonett the Nonconfermifts, in the laft Cen- 
tury, well known, and particularly efteemed 
by moft of the ferious Prefbyterians and In- 
dependents, in his Chriftian Directory, moftly 
wrote about an Hundred Years ago, fully 
{hews his Deteftation of this Practice, in the 
following Words, ‘ Do you not mark how 
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¢ God hath followed you with Plagues, and. 
‘may not Confcience tell you, that it is for 
¢ your Inhumanity to the Souls and Bodies of 
‘ Men ?—To go as Pirates, and catch up poor 
‘« Negroes, or People of another Land, that ne- 
‘ver forfeited Life or Liberty, and to make 
‘them Slaves, and fell them, is one of the 
¢ worft Kinds of Thievery in the World, and 
‘ fuch Perfons are to be taken for the com- 
‘mon Enemies of Mankind; and they that 
< buy them, and ufe them as Beatts, for their 
‘meer Commodity, and betray, or deftroy, 
¢ or neglect their Souls, are fitter to be called 
¢ Devils than Chriftians. It is an heinous Sin 
< to buy them, unlefs it be in Charity to de- 
¢ liver them.—Undoubtedly they are prefent- 
< ly bound to deliver them ; becaufe, by Right, 
¢ the Man is his own; therefore no Man elfe 
‘can have a juft Title to him.’ 

We alfo find George Fox, a Man of ex- 
emplary Piety, who was the principal Inftru- 
ment in gathering the religious Society of 
People, called Quakers, exprefling his Con- 
cern and Fellow-feeling for the Bondage of 
the Negroes: In a Difcourfe taken from his 
Mouth, in Barbados, in the Year 1671, he 
fays, ‘ Confider with yourfelves, if you were 
‘in the fame Condition as the Blacks are,— 
‘ who came Strangers to you, and were fold 
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[ 40 ] 
«to you as Slaves; I fay, if this fhould be 
< the Condition of you or yours, you would 
« think it hard Meafure: Yea, and very great 
«Bondage and Cruelty. And, therefore, 
‘confider ferioufly of this, and do you for 
«and to them, as you would willingly have 
«them, or any other, to do unto you, were 
¢ you in the like flavifh Condition, and bring 
‘them to know the Lord Chrift.. And in 
his Journal, Page 431, fpeaking of the Ad- 
vice he gave his Friends at Barbados, ‘he fays, 
«| defired alfo, that they would caufe their 
< Overfeers to deal mildly and gently with 
¢ their Negroes, and not to ufe Cruelty towards 
“them, as the Manner of fome had been, 
‘and that after certain Years of Servitude 
‘they fhould make them free.’ 

In a Book printed in Liverpool, called The 
Liverpool Memorandum Book, which contains, 
among other Things, an Account of the 
Trade of 'that Port, there is an exact Lift of 
the Veffels employed in the Guzney Trade, 
and of the Number of Slaves imported in 
each Veflel, by which it appears, that in the 
Year "1753, the Number imported to dme- 
rica, by Veflels belonging to that Port, 
amounted to upwards of Thirty Thoufand ; 
and, from the Number of Veftels employed 
by the 4frican Company, in London and Bri- 
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fiel, we may, with fome Degree of Certainty, 
conclude there are, at leaft, One Hundred 
Thoufand Negroes purchafed and brought on 
board our Ships yearly from the Coaft of 
Africa, ontheir Account. Thisis confirmed 
in Anderfon’s Hiftory of Trade and Com- 
merce, printed the Year before laft, where it 
is faid, at Page 68 of the Appendix, ‘ That 
«England /upplies ber American Colones with 
© Negroe-flaves, amounting in Number to above 
© One Hundred Thoufand every Year? When 
the Veffels are full treighted with Slaves, they 
fet out for our Plantations m America, and 
may be Twoor Three Months on the Voyage, 
during which Time, from the ‘Filth and 
Stench that is among them, Diftempers fre- 
quently break out, which carry off a great 
many, a Fifth, a Fourth, yea fometimes a 
Third of them; fo that taking all the Slaves 
together, that are brought on board our Ships 
yearly, one may reafonably fuppotfe, that at 
leaft —Ten Thoufand of them die on the 
Voyage. And in a printed Account of the 
State of the Negroes in our Plantations, it ts 
fuppofed that a Fourth Part, more or Jets, die 
at the different Iflands, in what is calied the 
Seafoning. Hence it may be prefumed, that, 
at a moderate Computation of the Slaves, 
who are purchafed by our African Merchants 
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in a Year, near Thirty Thoufand die upon 
the Voyage, and in the Seafoning. Add to 
this, the prodigious Number who are killed 
in the Incurfions and inteftine Wars, by 
which the Negroes procure the Number of 
Slaves wanted to load the Vefiels: How. 
dreadful then is the Slave-Trade, whereby 
fo many Thoufands of our Fellow-Creatures, 
free by Nature, endued with the fame ration- 
al Faculties, and called to be Heirs of the 
fame Salvation with us, lofe their Lives, and 
are truly, and properly {peaking, murdered 
every Year. . Mor it 1s not neceffary, in order 
to convict a Man of Murder, to make it ap- 
pear, that he had an Intention to commit 
Murder. Whoever does, by unjuft Force or 
Violence, deprive another of his Liberty, 
and, while he has him in his Power, reduces 
him, by cruel Treatment, to fuch a‘Condi- 
tion as evidently endangers his Life, and the 
Event occafions his Death, 1s actually guilty 
of Murder. Itis no lefs fhocking to read the. 
Accounts given by Sir Hans San, and others, 
of the inhuman and unmerciful Treatment 
thofe Blacks meet with, who furvive the 
Seafoning in the Iflands, often for Tranfgref- 
fions, to which the Punifhment they receive 
bears no Proportion. ‘And the horrid Exe- 
© cutions, which are frequently made. there 
“upon 
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‘upon Difcovery of the Plots laid by the 
* Blacks, for the Recovery of their Liberty ; 
‘ of fome they break the Bones, whilft alive, 
‘on a Wheel; others they burn, or rather 
‘ roaft to Death; others they ftarve to Death, 
‘ with a Loaf hanging before their Mouths.’ 
Thus they are brought to expire, with fright- 
ful Agonies, in the moft horrid Tortures. For 
Negligence only they are unmercifully whip- 
péd, till their Backs are raw, and then Pepper 
and Salt are {cattered on the Wounds to height- 
en the Pain, and prevent Mortification. Is it 
not a Caufe of much Sorrow and Lamenta- 
tion, that fo many poor Creatures fhould be 
thus racked with excruciating Tortures, for 
Crimes which often their Tormentors have oc- 
cafioned. Muft not even the common Feelings 
of human Nature have fuffered fome grievous 
Change in thofe Men, to be capable of fuch 
horrid Cruelty towards their Fellow-Men? 
If they deferve Death, ought not their Jude- 
es, in the Death decreed them, always to re- 
member that thefe their haplefs Fellow-Crea- 
tures are Men, and themfelves profeffing 
Chriftians. The Mofaic law teaches us our 
Duty in thefe Cafes, in the merciful Provifion 
it made in the Punifhment of Tranfereffors, 
Deuter. xxv. 2. And it fhall be, if the wicked 
Man be worthy to be beaten, that the “fudge shall 
caufe 
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caufe him to lie down, and to be beaten before 
bis Face, according to bis Fault,,by a certain 
Number, Forty Stripes be may give him, and 
not exceed. And the Reafon rendered .1s out 
of Refpect to human Nature, v7z. Left if he 
foould exceed, and beat him above .thefe, with 
many Stripes, then thy Brother fhould feem vile 
unto thee. Britons boaft théemfelves to be a 
generous, humane People, who have a-true 
Senfe of the Importance of Liberty.;’but is this 
a true Character, whilft that barbarous, fa- 
vage Slave-trade, with all its attendant Hor- 
rors, receives Countenance and Protection 
from the Legiflature, whereby fo many Thou- 
{and Lives are: yearly :facrificed? |\Do we in- 
deed believe the Truths declared in the Go- 
fpel? Are we perfuaded that the Threatnings, 
as well asthe Promiles therein contained, will 
have their Accomplifhment? If indeed we do, 
mutt we not tremble to think what a Load of 
Guilt lies upon our Nation generally and in- 
dividually, fo far as. we in any Degree abet or 
countenance this aggravated Iniquity f 

We have a memorable Inftance in Hiftory, 
which may be fruitful of Inftraétion, if 
timely and properly applied; it 1s a Quota- 
tion made by Sir Yobu Temple, in his aritory 
of the irzjb Rebellion, being an Obfervation 
out of Giraldus Gambrenfis, a noted Author, 
who 
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who lived. about Six Hundred Years ago, con- 
cerning the Caufes of the Profperity of the 
Enghjbo Undertakings in Ireland, when they 
conquered that Ifland; he faith, ‘ That a Sy- 
‘nod, or Council of the Clergy, being then 
‘affembled at Armagh, and that Point fully 4 
‘ debated, it was unanimoufly agreed, that ! 
‘ the Sins of the People were the Occafion of 
‘ that heavy Judgment then fallen upon their 
* Nation ; and that efpecially their buying of 
“ Engl fbmen from Merchants and Pirates, and 
‘ detaining them under a moft miferable hard 
‘ Bondage, had caufed the Lord, by Way of 
‘ juft Retaliation, to leave them tobe reduced, 
‘ by the Engli/h, to the fame State of Slavery. 
‘ Whereupon they made a public Act in that 
‘Council, that all the Eugiz/b, held in Capti- 
‘ vity throughout the whole Land, fhould be 
‘ prefently reftored to their former Liberty.’ 

I fhall now conclude with an Extract from 
an Addrefs of alate Author to the Merchants, : 
and’ others, who ate coneerned in carrying on é 
the Guiney Trade: Which alfo, in a great 3 
Meafure is applicable to others, who, for the 
Love of Gain, are in any Way concerned in 
promoting or maintaining the Captivity of the 
Negroes. 

‘ As the Bufinefs, you are publicly carry- 
“ing on before the World, has a bad Afpect, 
‘ and 








[ 46 J 
‘and you are fenfible moft Men make Objec- 
‘ tions againft it, you ought to juftify it to the 
* World, upon Principles of Reafon, Equity 
‘ and Humanity; to make it appear, thatit is 
“no unjuft Invafion of the Perfons, or En- 
‘ croachments on the Rights of Men; or for 
‘ ever to lay it afide.—But laying afide the Re- 
< fentment of Men, which is but of little or no 
‘ Moment, in Comparifon with that of the Al- 
‘ mighty, think of a future Reckoning; con- 
‘ fider how you fhall come off in the great 
‘and awful Day of Accompt: You now 
‘heap up Riches, and live in Pleafure ; but, 
‘oh! what will you do in the End thereof ? 
‘and that is not far off. What if Death 
‘fhould feize upon you, and hurry you out 
© of this World, under all that Load of Blood- 
‘ guiltinefs, that now lies upon your Souls? 
‘ The Gofpel exprefly declares, that Thieves 
‘and Murderers fhall not inherit the King- 
<dom of God. Confider, that at the fame 
‘time, and by the fame Means, you now 
© treafure up worldly Riches, you are treafur- 
‘ ing up to yourfelves Wrath,"againft the Day 
‘of Wrath, and Vengeance, that fhall come 
‘upon the Workers of Iniquity, unlefs pre- 
< vented by a timely Repentance. 

« And what greater Iniquity, what Crime 
‘ that is more heinous, that carries in it more 
‘ compli- 
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* complicated Guilt, can you name than that, 
‘in the habitual, deliberate PraGtice of which 
© you now live?’ How can you lift up your 
“ guilty Eyes to Heaven ? How can you pray 
‘ for Mercy to him that made you, or hope 
‘ for any Favour from him that formed you, 
“while you go on thus grofly and openly to 
‘ difhonour him, in debafing and deftroying 
‘ the nobleft Workmanthip of his Hands in 
“this lower World? He is the Father of 
‘Men; and do you think he will. not refent 
* {uch Treatment of his Offspring, whom he 
‘ hath fo loved, as to give his only begotten 
* Son, that whofoever believeth in him might 
“ not perifh, but have everlafting Life? This 
“ Love of God to Man, revealed in the Go- 
‘{pel, is a great Agegravation of your Guilt ; 
‘ for if God fo loved us, we ought alfo tolove 
‘one another. You remember the Fate of 
‘ the Servant, who took hold of his Fellow- 
‘ Servant, who wasin his Debt, by the Throat, 
‘and caft him into Prifon: Think then, and 
‘tremble to think, what will be your Fate, 
“who take your Fellow Servants by the 
‘ Throat, that owe you not a Penny, and 
‘ make them Prifoners for Life. 

‘Give yourfelves Leave to refle& impar- 
‘ tially upon, and confider the Nature of, this 
‘ Man-Trade, which, if you do, your Hearts 
‘ mult 


SET TT ESTER BG I NET NN ST 


gala AN WE 



































[ 48 ] 
¢ muft needs relent, if you have not loft all 
‘ Senfe of Humanity, all Pity and Compaf- 
‘fion towards thofe of your own Kind, to 
< think what Calamities, what Havock and 
‘ Déftruétion among them, you have been 
‘the Authors of, for filthy Fucre’s Sake. 
| ¢ God grant you may be fenfible of your Guilt, 
oy « and repent in Time. 
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SE RUM ON, 
BISHOP or GLOUCESTER, 


Before the Socrery for the Propacation of 
the Gosper, at their Anniverfary Meeting, on 
the 21ft of February, 1766. 


¢ ROM the Free-Savages I now come 
: (the laft Point I propofe to confider) 
“to the Savages in Bonds. By thefe I mean 
“the vaft Multitudes yearly ftolen from the 
‘ oppofite Continent, and facrificed by the 
“ Colonifts to their great Idol, the Gop or 
“Gain. But what then, fay thefe fincere 
‘ Worfhippers of Mammon, they are our 
“own Property, which we offer up. Gra- 
‘ cious God! to talk (as in Herds of Cattle) 
‘of Property in rational Creatures! Crea- 
" tures endowed with all our Faculties, pof- 
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¢ feffing all our Qualities but that of Colour; 
‘our Brethren both by Nature and Grace, 
‘ fhocks all the Feelings of Humanity, and 
¢ the DiGates of Common Senfe. But, alas! 
‘ what is there in the infinite Aafes of So- 
‘ ciety which does not fhock them ? Yet no- 
‘thing is more certain in itfelf, and apparent 
to all, than that the infamous Trafhic for 
‘ Slaves directly infringes both divine and. 
«human Law. Nature created Man free ; 
¢ and Grace invites him to affert his Free- 
‘dom. In Excufe of this Violation, it hath 
‘been pretended, That though indeed thefe 
¢ miferable Outcafts of Humanity be torn 
‘from their Homes and native Country by 
«Fraud and Violence, yet they thereby be- 
< came the happier, and their Condition the 
‘more eligible, But who are You, who 
“ pretend to judge of another Man’s Happi- 
‘nefs? That State, which each Man, under 
« the Guidance of his Maker, forms for him- 
‘felf; and not one Man for another. To 
‘ know what conftitutes mine or your Happi-_ 
‘nefs, is the fole Prerogative of him who 
‘created us, and caft us in fo various and dif- 
‘ ferent Moulds.’ Did your Slaves ever com- 
‘plain to you of their Unhappinefs amidit 
‘their native Woods and Defarts? Or, ra- 


‘ther, let me afk, did they ever ceafe com- 
. plaining 
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* plaining of their Condition under you their 
‘ Lordly Mafters? where they fee, indeed, 
‘ the Accommodations of civil Life, but fee 
‘them all pafs to others, themfelves unbene- 
‘fited by them. Be fo gracious then, ye 
‘ petty Tyrants over human Freedom, to let 
“ your Slaves judge for themfelves, what it is 
which makes their own Happinefs. And 
then fee whether they do not place it in the 
Return to their own Country, rather than 
in the Contemplation of your Grandeur, of 
which their Mifery makes fo large a Part. 
A Return fo paffionately longed for, that 
defpairing of Happinefs here, that is, of 
‘ efcaping the Chains of their cruel Tafk- 
matters, they confole themfelves with feign- 
ing it to be the gracious Reward of Heaven 
in their future State; which I do not find 
their haughty Matters have as yet concerned 
themfelves to invade. The lefs hardy in- 
deed wait for this Felicity till overwearied 
Nature fets them free; but the more re- 
folved have Recourfe even to Self-violence, 
to force a {peedier Paflage. 

‘ But it will be ftill urged, that though 
what is called human Happinefs be of fo 
fantaftic a Nature, that each Man’s {magi- 
nation creates it for himielf, yet human Mi- 
fery is more fubftantial and uniform through- 
* out 
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L 52 | 
‘ out all the Tribes of Mankind. Now, from 
‘the worft of human Miferies, the favage 
‘ Africans, by thefe forced Emigrations, are 
‘intirely fecured, fuch as the being perpe- 
‘tually hunted down. like Beafts of Prey or 
‘ Profit, by their more fayage and powerful 
‘ Neighbours—In Truth, a blefled Change! 
‘ —-from being hunted to being caught. But 
‘ who are they that have fet on Foot this ge- 
‘neral Hunrine? Are they not thefe very 
© civilized Violators of Humanity themfelves? 
‘who tempt the weak Appetites, and pro- 
‘ voke the wild Paffions of the fiercer Savages 
‘ to prey upon the reff.’ 
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THE 
Dreadful Vifitation 
| in 
A fhort Account of the 
Progrefs and Effects 
of the 


LAGUE, 


The laft Time it fpread in the City of 

~ LONDON in the Year 1665 extra&ted from 
the Memoirs of a Perfon who refided there, 
during the whole Time of that Infection: 





2 ie: 
fee £3 
ap 24, 
i Ag 


a 





With fome Thoughts on the Advantage’ which 
would refult to Chriftianity, if a Spirit of Impartiality 
and true Charity was fuffered to prefide amongft the i 
‘feveral religious Denominations, &c, 





Deut, Chap, 32,29, O that they were wife, that 
they underftood this, that they would confider their latter 
End, a . 
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Ae the many Calamities with which the Al- 
mighty is pleafed to vifit the Children of Men, in 
order to reduce them to ajuft Senfe oftheir own Weak- 
nefs and entire Dependance upon him, ‘there is fcarce 
any that are more productive of true penitent Humilia- 
tion and of a Sight of what’ is really good and truly 
Evil, than thofe contagious Diftempers which, an offen- 
ded God fometimes, fuffers to rage amongft the People. 
In the Year 1665 the City of Lonpon was forely viti- 
ted by the Plague: An Account of the Progrefs and 
Effects of that Vifitation was kept by a Citizen who re- 
mained there during the whole Time of the Sicknefs, 
and appears to have been candid and, judicious in his 
Remarks thereon. I truft my Readers may, in a fhort 
Defcription of that memorable Judgment, meet with 
fuch Leffons of beft Wifdom, which nothing can fo ef- 
fetually produce, asa clofe and ferious converfe with 


- Death and the Grave. The Introdudtion of this Con~ 


tagion in LonpoN was by fome Goods imported from \ 
HOLLAND, which had been brought thither from the Le- 
vant. It firft broke out’in the Houfe where thofe Goods 
were opened, from whence it fpread to other Houfes. 
In the firft Houfe that -was infected, there died four Per- 


‘fons: A Neighbour who went to vifit them returning 


home gave the Diftemper to her Family, and died with 
all her Houfhold. The Parifh Officers who were em- 
ploy’d about the fick: Perfons being alfoinfected,the Phy~ 
ficians perceived the Danger, and uponnarrow Infpection 
affured, that it was indeed the Plague with all is terrify- 
ing Particulars, & that it threatned a general Infection. 
"Phe People began now to be allarmed all over the Town ; 
the ufual Number of Burials within the Bills of Mortali- 
a for a Week were-generally about 240.to 300, butfrom — 
the 27th. to the 24,Jjan. the printed Bill was 474. How- 
ever this went eff again, and the Froft continuing very — 

fevere, 
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fevere, till nearthe End f le the Bills decreafed 
again and People began to look upon the Danger as good 
as over; but in May the Bills greatly encreafed, and the 
Weather becoming hot, the InfeCtion fpread again, in 
a dreadful Manner. 

I lived, fays the Author, without Aldgate, and as the 
Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City, our 
Neighbourhood continued eafy ; but at the other End of 
the Town the Confternation was very great; and the 
Nobility & Gentry thronged out of the Town, with 
their Families in an unufual Manner; nothing was to 
be feen but Waggons, Carts, and Coaches, with Goods 
and People and Horfe-Men attending them, hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons and Carts appeared, who 
were apparently returning to fetch more People: Befides 
innumerable Numbers ofPeople on Horfeback, fitted out 
for travelling, This was a very melancholly Profpect; 
indeed there was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it 
filled my mind with very ferious ‘Thoughts ofthe Mife- 
ry that was coming upon the City, andthe unhappy Con- 
dition of thofe that would be left in it. By the End of 
July the Contagion had fpread and encreafed to a great 
Degree: Sorrow and Sadnefs fat upon every Face; and 
tho’ fome Parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked 
deeply concerned... LONDON might well be faid to be all 
in Tears, theMourners. did not go about the Streets, 
for no body made a formal Drefs of Mourning for their 
neareft Relations; but the Voice of Mourning, was in- 
deed, heard in the Streets; the Shrieks of Women and 
Children at the Windows and Doors of their Houfes, 
where their deareft Relations were dying, were fo fre- 
quent to be heard, as we pafied the Streets, that it was 
enough to pierce’the ftouteft Heartinthe World. Tears 
and Lamentations were feen almoftin every Houfe, efpe- 
cially in the firft Part of the Vifitation; for towards the 
latter End People did not fo much concern themfelves 
for the lofs of their Friends, expecting, that themfelves 
fhould be fummoned the next Hour. 

It was a Time of very unhappy Breaches amongf 
ds, in Matters ef Religion, Divilions & feparate Opini- 
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ens prevailed; the Chuvelt ye ENGLAND was. lately 
reftored, and the Prefbyterians & other Profeffions had 
fet up their Meetings for worfhip, and apart, in which 
they were frequently difturbed, the Government endea~ 
voring to fupprefs their Meetings. But this dreadful 
Vifitation reconciled the different Parties and took a- 
way all Manner of Prejudice and Scruple from the Peo- 
ple. Butafter the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Chari- 
ty fubfided, and Things returned to their own Channel 
again. Here we may obferve, that a nearer View of Death 
would foon reconcile Men, of good Principles, to one 
another, and that itis chiefly owing to our eafy Situati- 
ons in Life, and our putting thefe Things far from us, 
that our Breaches are fomented, and that there is fo 
much Prejudice and want of Chriftian Charity and Union 
amoneft us. A clofe View and Converfe with Death, or 
with Difeafes that threaten Death, would fcum off the 
Gall of our’ Temper, remove our Animofities, and bring 
us to fee with different Eyes. On the other Side of the 
Grave we fhall all be Brethren again. 

The Inns of Court were now all fhut up, there was 
but few Lawyers to be feen in the City, indeed there 
was no need of them, for Quarrels and Divifions about 
Intereft had ceafed ; every Body was at Peace. 

It was alfo worthy of Obfervation, as well as fruit+ 
ful of Inftruction, to obferve with what Alacrity the 
People, ofall Perfuafions, embraced the Opportunities 
they had of attending upon the publick Worthip, and 
ether appointed Times of Devotion, as Humiliations, 
Faftings and publick Confeffion ot Sins, to implore the 
Mercy of Gop and avert the Judgment which hung 
over their Heads. The Churches were fo thronged 
that there was, often, no coming near, no, not to the 
very Door of the largeft Churches. There was alfo dai- 
ly Prayers appointed Morning and Evening, at which 
the People attended with uncommon Devotion. 

All Plays and Interludes which had lately began to 
ehcreafe among{t us, were forbid to at; the “Gaming- 
‘Tables, publick Dancing-Rooms, and Mufic-Houfes, 
which multiplied and began te debauch the Manners of 
the 
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the People were fhut up ie oer ey finding indeed 
no Trade, for the Minds of the People were generally 
humbled and agitated with other Things, Death was 
before their Eyes, and every Body began to think of 
their Graves. 

The Infection ftill gradually encreafed till the Middle 
of Auguft, when there dieda Thouland aDay, by Ac- 
count of the weekly Bills, tho’ they never gave a full 
Account by many Thoufands, many ofthe Parifh Off- 
cers were taken fick themfelves and died when their Ac- 
count was tobe givenin. The Parifh of Stepney alone had 
within the Year, one Hundred & fixteenSextons, Gra- 
ve-Diggers and Carriers of the Dead &c. Indeed the 
Work was not of a Nature to allowthem leifure to take 
an exact tale of the dead Bodies, which were all thrown 
together inthe Dark in a Pit, to which no Man could 
come near without the utmoft Peril. : 

I had, fays the Author, the Care of my Brother’s Hou- 
fe which obliged me fometimes to go abroad.. In thefe 
Walks I had difmal Scenes before my Eyes, as, parti- 
cularly, of Perfons falling dead inthe Streets, terrible 
Shrieks of Women, who in their Agonies would throw 
open their Chamber-W indows, & cry outina difmal fur- 
prizing Manner; it is impoffible, to defcribe the variety 
of Poftures in which the Paflions of the Poor People 
would exprefsthemfelves. Pafling thro’ Token Houfe 
Yard, ofa fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over 
my Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Screeches, 
andthencry’d: Ob! Death, Death, Death, which ftruck 
- mewith Horror and a chilnefs in my very Blood. ‘There 
was no Body to be feen in,the whole Street, neither 
did any Window open, for People had no Curiofity, 
now, inany Cafe. I went on to pafs into Bell- Ally, 
where there was a greater Cry than that, [could hear 
Women and Children run fkreaming about the Rooms 
like diftracted ; whena Garret Window opened and fome 
Body from a Window on the other Side, afked : What 
is the Matter ? Upon which it wasanfwered : O Lord! 
My old Mafter bas banged himfelf. “The other afked a- 
gain: Js he quite dead? And the firit anfwered: Ay, Lys 
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6 
quite dead and cold. This bette was a Deputy Alderman 
and very rich ; But thisis but one Inftance; it is fearce 
credible, what dreadfu] Cafes happened in particular Fa- 
milies every Day: People in the Rage of the Diftemper. 
or in the Torment of the Swelling, which was indeed 
intolerable, becoming raving and diftraGted, often times 
laid violent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfel- 
ves outof Windows, or breaking out of the Houfes, would 
dance naked about the Streets not knowing one extafie 
from another ; others, if not prevented, would run 
directly down’ the River & plunge into the Wa- 
ter. Some dying of meer Grief as a _ Paffion, 
and fome of Fright and Surprize, without having 
received the Infection, It often pierced my very 
Soul, to hear the Groans and Cries of thofe who 
were thus tormented ; but this of the Swellings 
was accounted the moft promifing particular in the 
whole InfeCtion, for if thefe fwellings could be brought 
to break and run, the Patient generally recovered. 
Whereas thofe who were ftruck with Death at the 
Beginning of the Diftemper, and had Spots come up- 
on them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a 
little before they died, and fome till the Moment they 
dropt down; fuch would be taken fuddenly very fick, 
and would run to fome convenient Place, or to their 
own Houfes,. if poffible, and there fit down, grow: faint 
and die. ‘The Method the Magiftrates fell into of 
locking up the Doors of People’s Houfes where any 
had taken the Diftemper, and fetting Watchmen there 
Night and Day, to prevent any going out to {pread 
the Infection, looked hardand cruel, as, perhaps, thofe 
who were found in the Family might have efcaped,, 
i: they had been removed from the fick ; but the pub- 
lick good feem’d to juftify fuch a Conduct,,.and there. 
was no obtaining the leaft Mitigation by any Ap- 
plication to the Magiftrates. ‘This put People, who 
thought themfelves well, upon many Stratagems to 
get out of their Comfinements. Going out one Morn- 
ing, I heard a great Outcry, which prompting my-Cu- 
riolity, L inquired the Caufe of a Perfon who looked 
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eut of a Window. A Wlohona had been employ’é 
to watch at the Door of a Houfe, which was infected 
and {hut up, both himfelf and the Day Watchman at- 
tended there a Day and two Nights. All this while 
no Noife had been heared, nor Lights feen in the 
Houfe; neither had they called for any Thing ; it 
feems that two or three Days before, the Dead-Care 
had ftop’t there, and a Servant-Maid had been. brought 
down to the Door dead, wrapt.only in a green Rug, 
which the Buriers had put into the Cart and carried 
away: The next Day the Watchman heared great 
Crying and fcreeming in the Houle, which he fuppo- 
fed was oecafioned by fome of the Family dying juft 
at that Time; upon which he knocked at the Door 
a great while, at laft one looked out, and faid with 
an angry quick Tone, and a Voice of one that was’ 
crying, what d@’ye want, that ye make fuch a knocking ? He 
anfwered: J am the Watchman: How do you do? Whatts 
the Matter? The Perfon anfwered - /What is that to 
you ? Stop the Dead-Cart. This was about one 0’ Clock; 
foon after, he ftopt the Dead-Cart, and then, knock’d 
again, but no Body anfwered : He continued knocking, 
and the Bellman called feveral Times : Bring out your 
Dead; but no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove 
the Cart, being called to other Houfes, would ftay no 
longer, and drove away. In the Morning when the 
Day-Watchman came in, they knock’t at the Doora 
great while, but no Body anfwering, they got a 
Ladder, and one of them went up te the Window, & 
looking into the Room, he faw a Woman lying dead upon 
the Floor, ina difmal Manner: But tho’ he calledaloud & 
knocked hard on the Floor, with his Staff, no Body ftirr’d 
or anfwered ; This they made known to the Magiftrate, 
who ordered the Houfe to be broken open, when no 
Body was found in the Houfe, but that young Wo-~ 
man, who having been infected, and paft Recovery, 
the Reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every 
one gone, having found fome Way to delude the 
Watchman, and go out; as to thofe Cries, and Shrieks, 
which he heared, it was {uppofed, they were the pafion~ 
( 4 ate 
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ate Cries of the Family, { the bitter parting, which, te 
be fure, it was to them’all; this being the Sifter to the 
Miftrifs of theFamily. Many more Inftances might be giv- 
en but thefe may fuffice to fhew the deep Diftrefs of that 
Day. Death did not now hover over every one’sHead only, 
but looked into their Houfes. and Chambers, and even 
ftared in their very Faces, and tho’ there was fome 
Stupidity and Dulnefs of Mind ; yet ‘there was a great 
eal of juft Alarm founded in the inmoft Soul : Many 
Confciences were awakened; many hard Hearts melt- 
ed into Tears ; many a penitent Confeffion was made 
of Crimes long concealed, People might be heared 
even in the Streets as we pafled along calling upon 
Gop for Mercy, thro’ Jesus Curist, and faying : 
Y have been a Thief. I have been an Adulterer. Lhave 
been a Murderer, and the like; and none durft ftop to 
make Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminitter. 
Comfort to the poor Creature, who in the anguifh 
both of Soul and Body thus cried out: Many were the 
Warnings that were then given by dying Penitents, 
to others, not to put off and delay their Repentance 
to a Day -of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Calamity 
as this was no ‘Time for Repentance. I with, fays the 
Author, I could repeat the very Sound of thofe Groans 
and Exclamations that I heared from.fome poor dying 
Creatures, when in the heighth of their Agonies and 
Diftrefs; and that I could make him that. reads this 
hear as, I imagine, I now hear them, for the Sound 
feems {till to ring in my Ears. In the Beginning 
of September the Number of Burials increafing, the 
Church-Wardens of Aldgate Parith ordered a large Pit 
to be dug, to hold all the Dead which might die ina 
Month, it was about forty Foot long and fixteen broad ; 
fome blamed the Church-Wardens for fuffering fuch 
a frightful Gulf to be dug; neverthelefs intwo Weeks 
they had thrown more thanelevenHundred Bodies into 
it, when they were obliged to fill it up, as the Bodies 
were come within 6 Foot of the Surface. My Curiofi- 
ty drove me to go, & fee this Pit, when there had been 
near four hundred People buried init. . I got Admit- 
tance 
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9 
tance intothe Church-Yara “ means of the Sexton,whe 
was a fenfible, religious Man; he would have perfuad- 
ed me not to go, faying: ‘ That it was, indeed, their 
Duty to venture, and in it they might hope to be preferved ; 
but that as I had no apparent call, he thought my Curiofi- 
ty could not juftify my running that Hazard,, I told him, 
L had been preffed in my Mind to go, and that perhaps it 
might be an infiruéting Sight ** Nay “Says ‘ the good 
Man “ If you will venture upon that Score, in the Name 
of GOD go in; it will be a Sermon to you, it may be the 
beft that ever you heared in your Life,, His Difcourfes 
had fhock’t my Refolution and I ftood wavering for a 
good while; but juft then Ijheared the Bell-Man, and 
the Cart, loaded with dead Bodies, appearing, I went 
in. ‘There was no Body, as I could perceive, at firft, 
with the Cart but the Buriers, and the Man that led 
the Cart, but when they came to the Pit, they faw 
a Man mufled in a Cloak who appeared in great agony ; 
the Buriers immediately gathered about him, fuppofing 
he was one of thofe poor delirious or defperate Crea~ 
tures, that would fometimes run to the Pit, wrapt in 
Blankets, and throw themfelves in, and as they faid, 
bury themfelves. When the Buriers came to him, they 
foon found he was neither defperate nor diftempered in 
Mind, but one opprefled with a dreadful Weight of 
Grief, having his Wife and feveral Children all in the 
Cart, that was juft come in with him, and he followed 
in Agony and excefs of Sorrow. He calmly defired 
the Buriers to let him alone, faid he would only fee the 
Bodies thrown in & go away, fo they left importuning 
him; but no fooner was the Cart turned round, and 
the Bodies fhot into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was 
a Surprize to him, for he at leaft expected, they would 
have been decently laid tn, tho’ indeed he was after- 
wards convinced that was impracticable, I fay, no foon- 
er did he fee the Sight, but he cry’d out aloud, unable 
to contain himfelf, and fell down in a Swoon; the 
Buriers ran to him, and took him up, and when he 
was come to himfelf, led him to a Place were he was 
taken Care of. He looked into the Pit again, as he 
went 





















































‘went away, but the Buriers had covered the Bodies,: 
fo immediately, with throwing Earth that nothing 
could be feen. The Cart had in it fixteen or feventeen 
Bodies. Some were wrapt up in Linen Sheets, fome 
in Rugs, fome little other than naked, or fo loofe, that 
what Covering they had fell from them, in the fhoot- 
ing out of the Cart, and they: fell quite naked among 
the reft; but the Matter was not much to them, or the 
Indecency much to any one elle, feeing they were to be 
huddled together into the common Grave of Mankind, 
for here was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich 
y went together; there was no other Way of Burials, nei- 
: ther was it poffible there fhould. 

)  Fobn Hayward under-Sexton, that is Grave-Digger 
and Bearer of the Dead, never had the Diftemper at 
all, but lived about twenty Years after it, His Wife 
was imployed to nurfe the infeéted People; yet fhe 

| herfelf never was infected. The only Prefervative he 

) ufed, againft the InfeGtion, was holding Garlick and 

| Rue in his Mouth and {moaking Tobacca; this I had 

from his own Mouth, His Wife’s Remedy was -wa~ 

fhing her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling .her Head- 

Cloths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always moitft; 

‘ and if the Snell ef any of thofe fhe waited on was more 

| than ordinary offenfive, fhe fnuftV inegar up into herNofe, 

{prinkled her Headcloths and held a Handkerchief wet- 
ed with Vinegar to her Mouth. 

And here | muft not omit mentioning the Difpo- 
fition of the People of that Day, with Refpect to their 
Charity to the Poor, which indeed was very large both 
in a publick and a private Way. Some pious Ladies 
were fo zealous in this good Work, and fo confident 
in the Protection of Providence in the Difcharge of this 
great Duty, that they went about themfelves diftribut- 
ing Alms, and vifiting the poor Families that were in- 
fected, in their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes and 
Apothecaries to fupply them with what they wanted. 
Thus giving their Bleffings to the Poor in fubftantial 
Relief, as well as hearty Prayers for them. I will not 
undertake to fay, that none of thefe charitable People 
were 
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It 
were fuffered to die of the Plante, but this I may fay, 
that I never knew any of them mifcarricd, which I 
mention for the Encouragement of others in Cafe of like 
Diftrefs; and doubtlefs, if they, ‘‘thet give tothe Poor, lend 
to the Lord, and he will repay it,, thofe that hazard their 
Lives to give to the Poor, and to comfort and aflift 
them in fuch a Mifery as this, may hope to be pro- 
tected therein. 

From the Middle of Auguft to the Middle of Sep- 
tember the Infection ftill encreafed and fpread itielf, 
with an irrefiftible Fury, it was reckoned that during 
that Time there died no lefs than fixteen Hundred a 
Day, one Day with another. It was then that the 
Confufion and Terror was inexpreflible ; the Courage 
of the People appointed to carry away the Dead, be- 
gan to fail them: The Vigilance of the Magiltrates 
was now put to the utmoft Trial. At lait the 
violence of the Diftemper came to fuch aheight that the 
People fat {till looking at one another, and feemed quite 
abandoned to Defpair. In a Word, People began to 
give themfelves up to a fear, that there was nothing 
to be expected, but a univerfal Defolation. This De- 
{pair made People bold and venturous, they were no 
more fhy of one another, as expecting there was now 
no avoiding the Diftemper, but that all muft go, this 
brought them to crow’d into the Churches, they inqui- 
red-no more what Condition the People, who fat near 
them, was in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo 
many dead Corps, they came to the Churches without 
the leaft Caution, and crowded together, as if their 
Lives were of no Confequence, compared to the Work 
which they were come about: indeed, their Zeal in 
coming, and the Earneftnefs and affectionate Atten- 
tion they {hewed to what they heared, made it mani- 
feft, what Value People would put upon the Wor- 
fhip of Gop, if they thought, every Day they attended 
at the Church, would be theirlaft. It wasinthe Height 
of this Defpair, that it pleafed God to ftay his Hand, 
and to flacken the Fury of the’Contagion, in a Manner 
as furprizing as that of its Beginning, and -which de- 
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monftrated it to be his own particular Hand above | 
the Agency of Means; nothing but omnipotent Power 
could have done it ; the Contagion defpifed all Medi- 
cine. Death raged in every Corner, and had it gone 
on as it did then, afew Weeks more would have cleared 
the ‘Town of all its Inhabitants. In that very Moment 
when thirty Thoufand were dead in three Weeks, nay, 
when it was reported three Thoufand had died in one 
Night, and an Hundred Thoufand more were taken fick, 
when we might well fay : Vain was the Help of Man, 
it pleafed God to caufe the Fury of it to abate; and. 
by his immediate Hand to difacm the Enemy. Itwas 
wenderful! The-Phyficians were furprized, wherever 
they vifited, to find their Patients better, and.in a few 
Days every Body was recovering: Nor was. this by 
any Medicine found out, or any new Method of Cure 
difcovered, but it was evidently from the Secret invi- 
fible Hand of him, that had at firft fent this Difeafe, 
as a Judgment upon us. Let the Philofophers fearch 
for Reafons in Nature to Account for it, and labour 
as much as they will to leflen the Debt they owe to 
their Maker ; thofe Phyficians who had the leaft Share 
of Religiongin them were obliged to acknowledge that 
it was all fupernatural. The Streets: were now full 
of poor recovering Creatures, who appeared very fenfible 
& thankful to God for their unexpected Deliverance: Yet 
{ mutt own, that as for the generality of thePeopleit might 
too juftly be faid of them, as was faid of the Childrenof 
Hrael, after they had been delivered from the Hoft of 
Pharach. ‘* That they fung bis Praife, but they Joon for- 
got his Works. ,, 

The Author who was preferved unhurt, with his 
whole Family during the Time of the Sicknefs, gives, 
in his Memoirs, a particular Account of the many 
Reafonings and Fears which affected his Mind, before 
he could come to a fixed Conclufion, whether to {tay, 
and take his Lot in the Station in which God had 
placed him, or by leaving the City run the Hazard of 
unfettling himfelf, and ldfe his Efteéts, which lay fcat- 
tered amongft the Merchants. At the earneft Solici~ 
tations 
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tations of his Brother he had concluded. to. go,. but 
being always croffed in this Defign, by feveral Acci- 
dents, it came, one Morning, as he exprefles it, very 
warmly in his Mind, whether thefe repeated Difappoint- 
merits, were not Intimations to him, that it was the 
Will of Heaven he fhould not go, which was fucceed- 
ed by a farther Thought, that if this Suggeftion was 
from God, he was able effectually to preferve him 
in the midft of all Deaths and Dangers that would fur- 
round him, and that if he attempted to fecure him- 
felf, by fleeing from his Habitation and acted con- 
trary to thefe Intimations, which he. believed to 
be divine, it was a kind of flying from Gop, who 
could caufe his Juftice to overtakeshim, when, and 
where he thought ft. 


But what finally fixed him in a Refolution to ftay, 
and caft himfelf, entirely upon the Protecton and good 
Pleafure of the Almighty, was, that at a Time, when 
his Thoughts were more than commonly ferious up- 
on this weighty Subje@t, turning over the Bible which 
lay before him, he cry’d out : Well, I know not what 
to do, Lord, direét me! at that JunCture happening to 
{top and cafting his Eye on,the Second Verfe of grit. 
Pfalm, he read to the roth. ‘as follows viz. ‘I will 
fay of the Lord, He is my Refuge, and my Fortrefs, my 
© GOD, in him will I truft.” Surely he fhall deliver thee 
< from the Snare of the Fowler, and from the notfom Pefiz- 
“lence. He fhall cover thee with his Feathers, and under 
< his Wings fhalt thou truft : His Truth fhall be thy Shield 
< and Buckler. Thou fhalt not be afraid for the Terror by 
‘ Night, nor for the Arrow that fieth by Day: Nor for the 
‘ Peftilence that walketh in Darkne/s: Nor for the Deftruc- 
< tion that wafteth at Noon-Day. A Thoufand foall fall 
‘at thy Side, and ten Thoufand at thy right Hand: But 
< it fhall not come nigh thee. Only with thine Eyes fhalt 
< thou behold and fee the Reward of the Wickad, Becaufe 
‘ thou haft made the Lord. which is thy Refuge, even the 
© Moft-High thy Habitation : There foall no evil befal thees 
«neither foall ony Plague come nigh thy Dwelling Sc. 5 
‘The 
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f Bes Infpiration of God, and the clear Information of the Hol¥ 
Scriptures affures us, that God referves his choiceft Secrets 
for the pureft Minds, and that itis uncleannefs of Spirit, not dif. 
ference of Method in feeking.atter God, that feparates us from 
him 5. true Holinefs being the only fafe Entrance into divine Know-= 


‘ ledge, The Apoftle Peter declares A. 30, 34. That he perceived of 


a Truth that God is no ref{pecter of Perfons: But in every Nation; he that 
feareth him, and worketh Righteoufuefs is accepted with him. And the 
Apottle Pan) alfo tells the Galatians Chap. 6, 15. That in Chrift Fefus 
neither Circumeifion availeth aay Thing, nor Uncircumcifion, but a new 
Creature. Nothwithftanding the Clearnefs of thefe and many more 
fuch Doctrines contained in the Scriptures, Selfifhnets & Partia- 
lity, thofe inhuman and bafe Qualities have been fuffered to pre- 
vail even amongft fuch,as are eiteemed the moft pious in the fe- 
veral Sects and Parties of the Chriftian Church: They have raifed 
and ‘till raife in every Communion, a felfith partial Orthodoxy, 
which confifts in courageoufly defending ‘all its Opinions and 
Practices, and condemning the Do@rines and Practices of others; 
and thus every one is train’d up in Defence of their own Church, 
their own Truth, their own Opinion: And he often is judged 
to have the moft Merit, and the moft Honour, who likes every 
Thing, and defends every Thing amongft themfelyes, and leaves 
notaing uncenfured in thofe that arejof a different Communion. 
Now how can Truth, Goodnefs and Religion be more ftruck at, 
than by fuch Defenders of it? If you afk why the great Bifhop 
of Meaux wrote fo many learned Bocks againft all Parts of the 
Reformation, it is becaufe he was born in France. Had he been 
born in England, had he been bred at Oxford, he might have re- 
valPd our great Bihhop Stillingfleet, and would have wrote as many 
Jearn’d Folio’s again{ft the Church of Rome, as he has done. And 
yet I will venture to fay, that if each Church could preduce 
but one Man a Piece, that had the Piety of an Apoftle, and the 
impartial Love of that firft Chriftians, they would not want half 
a Sheet of Paper to hold their Articles of Union, nor be halfan 
Hour before they were of one Religion. If we loved Truth as 
fuch; 1f we fought it for its own fake; if we loved our neigh- 
bours as our felves; if we defir’d nothing by our Religion but 
to be acceptable to God; if we equally defir’d the Salvation of 
all Men; if we were afraid of Error, only becaufe of its hurt- 
ful Nature to us, and our Brethern of other Communions, then 
nothing of this Spirit could have any Place in us. For God is Love, 
and they which dwell in God, they dwell in Love, Sobn. 4,16- That 
univerfal Love which gives the whole Strength of the Heart to 
God, and which makes us love every Man as we love ourfelyes 
is the nobleft, the moft divine, and God-like State of the Soul, 
and no Religion does any Man any good, but fo far,as it brings 
this perfect Love with it. Perfection can nowhere be found, bat 
in a pure difinterefted Love of God and our Neighbour. There is 
therefore 
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therefore a Commnuion of Saintsin the Love of GOD, which nae 
one can learn from that which is called Orthodoxy in the dif- 
ferent Sects, but is only to be had by a total Dying to all world- 
ly Views, bya pure Love of GOD, and by fuch an Undtion from 
above, as delivers the Mind from all Selfifhnefs, and makes it 
love, Truth and Goodnefs, with an Equallity of Affection in every 
Man, let his Name and Profeffion to Religion be what it may. 
And by thus uniting in Heart and Spirit withall thatis holy and 
good in all profetlions, we enter into the true Communion of 
Saints, and become real Members of the true univerfal Chriftian 
Church, tho’ we are cunfin’d to the outward Worthip of only 
one particular Part of it. It is thus, that the Angels, as mini- 
ftring Spirits affift, join, unite and co-operate with every Thing 
that 1s holy and good in every Divifion of Mankind, He that 
has been all his Life long ufed to look with great Slight upon 
thofe of other Profefiions, whom he has called Superftitions, Big- 
gots, canting Enthufiafts wc. muft naturally expect, they will be 
treated by GOD, as they have been by him; and if he had the 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, fuch People woold find: it 
hard, to get a Place in it. But it ftands greatly in Hand to get 
rid of this Temper before we dye; for if nothing but univerfal 
Love can enter into the Kingdom of GOD, what can be more 
neceflary for us, than to be full of this Love before we dye? 
We often hear of People of great Zeal declaring on their 
Death-Beds their ftricdt Attachment to the Church of England, 
and making folemn Proteftations againft all other Churches, 
but how much betrer would it be, if fuch a Perfon wasto fay: 
« In this divided State of Chriftendom, I muft conform to fome 
* outward divided Part of it, and therefore I have chofen to live 
«and dye in outward Communion with the church of Eng- 
* Jand; fully believing, that if 1 worfhip GOD in Spirit and in 
« Truth, in this divided Part of the Church, I fhall be as accep- 
« table to him, as if I] had been a faithful Member of the one 
« whole Church, before it was broken into feparate Parts. But 
“ as] am now going out of this difordered Divifion, into a 
“ more univertal State of Things, as I am going to the GODof 
« all Churches, to a Kingdom of univerfal Love, which muft 
« have its Inhabitants from all People, Nations, and Languages 
* of the Earth; fo in this Spirit of univerfal Love, I delire to 
« perform my laft Ad of Communion joyning in Heart and Spirit 
«© with all that is Chriftian, Holy and Good in all other Chur- 
«© ches; praying, from the Bottom of my Soul, that every Church 
«« may have its Saints; that GOD’S Kingdom may come, his 
«¢ Will be done in every Diyifion of Chriftians and Men, and 
* that every Thing that hath Breath, may praife the Lord. 
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N Eminent Servant of GOD who had known Deliverance 


from the Dark Powers and experimentally felt the Powers 
of the World to come, a few Hours before his Death, expreffed | 


himfelf in the following Words: « There is a Spirit which I 
« feel, that delights to do no Evil, nor-to reyenge any wrong, 
« but delights to endure all Things, in Hopesto enjoy its ownin 
«the End; Its Hope is, to outlive all Wrath and Contention, 
« and to weary out all Exaltation and Cruelty, or whatfoever 


<@ is of a Nature contrary to itfelf; it fees to the End of all | 


« Temptations ; as it bears no Evil in it felf, fo it conceives none 
« in Thought to any other; for its Ground and Spring is the 
« Mercies and Forgivenefs of GOD ; its Crown is Meeknefs; 
« its Life is everlafting Love unfeigned, and takes its Kingdom 
« with Intreaty, and not with Contention, and keeps it by 


« Jowlinefs of Mind; in GOD alone it can rejoice, tho’ none elfe | 
e« regard it, or can own its Life; *tis conceiyedin Sorrow, and | 
« brought forth without any to pity it, nor doth itmurmur at | 
«« Grief and Oppreflion; it never rejoiceth but thro’ Sufferings, | 
«: for with the World’s Joy itis murdéred. 1 found it alone | 
« being forfaken: I have!Fellowhhip therein with thofe that lived | 


«: in Dens and defolate Placesof the Earth, who through Death 
«s obtained Refurrection and eternal holy Life. ;, 
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